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AN 


INTRODUCTION 


INTO THE 


Holy Life of CHRIST. 


CHAP. I. 


That Jeſus Chriſt 75 given ns by ou 

Heavenly Father for an Antidote a+ 
gainſt the deadly Poiſon of Sin, and a 
Fountain, good againſt all the. Calami- 
ties aud Ervils both of Body and Soul. 


S our Diſtemper is exceeding Great, Mor- 
A tal, Damnable, and out of the Power of 
any Creature to remove, it is needFul- that 

we ald alſo have a Remedy propartioned to dd 
A 3 D.ſcaſ-; 


* 
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Diſeaſe; a Great, a High, a Divine, an Everlaſt- 
ing Remedy, flowing out of the pure Mercy and 
Love of Gop. Hence hath He made the Blood of 
Chri/t the Grand Reſtorative of our Nature, and 
the Cleanſer. of it from all the Contagion of Sin, 
and given us his quickening Fleſh, with the im- 
mortalizing Powers thereof, for our Bread of Life; 
His precious Death,.for an Abolition of our Death, 
both Temporal and Eternal. For He will ſwallow 
up Death in Victory, and lead. us. unto the living 
Fountain of Waters, clear as,Cryſta!, proceeding 
out of the Throne of Gop, and of the Lamb. 
All Tears ſhall be wiped away; and there ſhall be 
no more Curſe in Nature; but the Throne of 
Gop and of the Lamb ſhall be in it, whereby it 
Mall be made all Paradifiacal and Heavenly. 


2. Tha1s moſt coſtly Medicine Man is uncapa- 
ble of purchaſing; and by his own Skill or Power, 
it is impoſſible for him ever to reach it. What 
then is to be done? We are altogether ſick; ſick 
at Heart; there is no Health in us. We by Na- 
ture ſtrive againſt this Heavenly Cure; and. refift 
the Remedy which ſhould help us. Wherefore 
unleſs Thou thy ſelf, O moſt faithful Phyſician, 
adminiſter to me what Thou haſt preſcribed for me, 
and lend Thy Hand to reach forth to me this pre- 
cious Medicine, which by Thy Self alone is pre- 
pared, it will avail me nought ; the Diſeaſe will 
grow worſe, and all will be loſt upon me. See 
then that I take what Thou haſt order'd, and truſt 
me not to my ſelf, if it be Thy Will that I be 
made whole. If Thou truſteſt me to my ſelf, I 
am loſt; for it. is, Thou knoweſt, in the very 
Nature of my Malady, to long for that which will 
hurt me, and to ſhun whatſoever is like to do me 
any Good. Yea, I am abundantly more afraid of 
the Phyſick, than of the Diſeaſe. O how doſt 
Ihou therefore wait upon me, that Thou _— 

cl 
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eſt prevail upon me to accept Life]! O the amaz 
ing Condeſcenſion! For Thee, my Lord and 
Prince of Life and Health, thus to wait upon a 
vile and deſpicable Lazar! But unleſs Thou didſt 
wait, what would. become of me? Or what would. 
become of all Thou haſt done for me? Thou 
knoweſt all mine Infirmity; and Thy Heart hath 
tied me, and gently born with me all this while. 
bear with me yet a little longer; and leave me 
not, left I periſh : yea, leſt I perith out of the City, 
the _ of my Gop, and my Name be written 
in the Duſt, with them that 70 down to the Pit. 
O tarry with me yet a little longer; and let not 
my Folly and my Untowardneſs, drive Thee a- 
way, leſt I deſcend into Darkneſs, and the Pur- 
chaſe of Thy Blood be loſt. O let it not be! 
Thou haſt cauſed me to. hope. (bleſſed be Thy, 
Name!) that this Sickneſs of my Soul ſhall not. be. 
unto Death, but unto Thy Glory. For again 
and again, Thou ſayeſt unto me ſecretly in the 
Deep of my Heart, II hat wille/t thou? Lok p! 
What elſe ſhould I will, but that I may receive. 
my Health ? To receive Health I am indeed will- 
ing; but not to receive the Medicine which alone. 
can give it. Iſbrink back, when IL. hear: it men- 
tioned. And. hence I did not ſeek Thee, but. 
Thou haſt ſought me: And Thy Will is that I. 
ſhould be reſtored ; for therefore art Thou come. 
unto me. I find, alas] no Diſpoſition in me to. 
take what Thou fo kindly reacheſt forth. But diſ- 
poſe Thou me, and I ſhall be diſpoſed for it: and. 
ſo manage Thou my Will, as it may moſt freel 
ſubmit to Thine; that ſo I may obtain that perfect. 
Cure, which Thou art both willing and able to 
effect for me. O ſweet Conſtraint of Love, that 
breaks the Will! Thy Love and Thy Patience 
force me to yield. It is impoſſible longer to reſiſt 
lo great a Love, ſo wonderful a Patience. Needs 
muſt | follow, when Thou thus draweſt me. _—_ 
24 m 


8 True riſtianity. 


muſt I cbey, when Thou fo ſweetly commandeſt 
me. For while Thou draweſt me with the Cords 
of Thy Love, I run unto Thee, in whom alone 
is my Health; and Thy Commandments are 
ſweeter - to me than Honey, and more precious 
than Diamonds. But without this Attraction of 
'Thine, Thy Commandments would have been 
bitter even as Gall; and the very Duſt of the Earth 
would have been by me preferr'd before them : 1 
ſhould have dreaded above all Things, Thy Pre- 
ſence, and ſhould always have choſen Death rather 
than Life. O draw me therefore, that I may run 
after Thee: O lead me to the Springs of Salvati- 
on, and give me of the Water thereof to drink, 
which is able to heal all my Infirmities and. Miſe- 
ries. For Thou knoweſt, that without Thee, I 
can do nothing; there remaining no Strength in 
me. To deſtroy my ſelf, is with me; but it is 
Thou only, LoRd, that canſt reſtore me. Where- 
fore it is meet and right that I ſhould caſt all upon 
Thee, that Thou mayeſt in all Things draw, lead, 
and move me, as Thou wilt. Since if Thou ſuſ- 
fereſt me to run after the Devices of my own Will, 
I inevitably. run upon my own Ruin: And if 
Thou letteſt me lie in my Sickneſs, without due 
Proviſion, that I be obliged to take ſuch Medi- 
cines, as Thou haſt appointed for me; there is no 
Remedy, notwithſtanding Help is ſo near, but J 
muſt be for ever loſt. Let me not be left to my 
own Care in this Matter, but abide Thou wi 

me, and give me [hy ſelf that which is prepared 
for me. Do all Thou ſceſt fit with me, only truſt 
me not in my own Hands. In Thee is all my 
Hope. And were but my Heart converted unto 
Thee, all would go well with me, and my Life 
would henceforth be laid up in Thee, O Eternal 
Fountain of Eternal Life ! Turn Thou me there- 
tore and ſo ſhall I be turned; for. Thou art the 
Lokp my Gop. Heal me, O Lon p, fo * 
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be holpen ;. for Thou art the Health of my Life, 
and my Glory. So long as Thou keepeſt back 
Thy Mercy, I remain in the Shadow of Death. 
And ſo long as Thou forbearcit to quicken me 
with "Thy Salvation, and to bring up my Soul 
from the horrible Pit, fo long am I holden in the 
Chains of Death, and am a Captive to the Powers 
of Darkneſs. Make haſte to help me: Thou art my 
Helper and my Redeemer 3, O my GOD, make no long 
tarrying. | 


3. Au LoRD! ſhall not thy Mercy raiſe up a 

r ſick Man, ſeeing I am not able to raiſe 
my ſelf? Is thy Mercy too weak to help ſuch a 
weak one as here lieth before Thee? Is Thy Love 
too cold, to communicate ſome of its livin 
Warmth to ſuch a miſerable Object as I am? 
Wilt not. Thou be ſa condeſcending as to come 
unto me; ſeeing I cannot of my ſelf come unta 
Thee? Haſt Thou then firſt loved me, before ever 
T loved Thee? Is Thy Mercy fo ſtrong, fo power- 
ful, ſo mighty, as that it ſhould even overcome 
Thy ſelf ; as that it ſhould be able to lift Thee up 
upon the Croſs, and to ſink thee down into Death 
Who, or what, is ſo ſtrong as to overcome Thee 
the Strong One, with whom is all Power; but Thy 
Mercy? Who, or what hath ſo great Might, as to 
apprehend Thee, to bind Thee, to crucify Thee, 
to put Thee to ; but Thy Love; even the 
Love wherewith Thou didſt love us, when we were 
dead in Treſpaſſes and Sins. For Thou wouldeſt 
rather Thy Self ſuffer Death, than that we ſhould 
abide in Death, 


4. Tux Mercy, LoRD, . hath made Thee to be 
all Ours, and, given us a full Propriety in Thee. 
For us waſt Thou born. For us waſt Thou given; 
that ſo the Father might accept Thee in our Stead, 
and we for thy Sake might have all Things given 

| us. 
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us. For us a Lamb is given; for- us Salvation 
is brought forth; and therefore will we rejoice, 
drawing Water out of the Melli of Salvation, be- 
cauſe Gop, even our Gop, hath now given us all 
Things in Thee, O Lamb of Gop. | 


F. BenoLD, the Wiſdom of Gop ! Gop hath 
made Himſelf, to be ours, that we might be made 
His. For being purchaſed with a Price, we are 
not'our own, but His who has bought us, and has 
given Himſelf for us. Whence it follows, that we 
ought to glorify Gop beth in cur. Body and in our 
Spirit, which are Gop's. And as we are Gop's, 
and Chri/?s, ſo Gop and Chrift are ours. Now 
whoſoever poſleſſeth any Good for his own, may 
doubtleſs make Uſe of the ſame to his own Profit, 
in the beſt Manner that he can. And fo is-Chrift 
become ours, that we may uſe Him for our Salva- 
tion, which is an everlaſting Profit, according as 
we will ourſelves. Wherefore, thou mayſt make 
Uſe of Him, for | | 


The Medicine of thy Soul, to reſtore thee; 

Thy Meat, and thy Drink, to refreſh thee ; 

Thy Fountain of Life, to quench thy Soul's 
Thirſt; 

Thy Light, in Darkneſs ; 

Thy Foy, in Sadneſs ; 

Thine Advocate, againſt the Accuſer; 

Wiſdom, againſt thy Folly ; 

Righteouſneſs, againſt thy Sin; 

Sancti cation, againſt thy Unworthineſs; 

Redemption, againſt thy — 

Thy Victory, againſt all thine Enemies 

Thy Champion, againſt all thy Perſecutors; 

Thy May, againſt thy Wandring; 

Thy Truth, againſt Lying and up 

Thy Life, againſt Death; 


For- 
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For thy Everlaſting Father, when thou waſt an 


rphan and Deſfolatez 
For thy Prince of Peace, againſt the Adverſaryz 


ceedeth for thee. 


6. BenoLD, what Chrift & given unto thee 
or! And pray thou daily, that the proper Uſe 
ay be made by thee, and that in thee may-be 
ulnlled all that is contained in of theſe his 


not doubting ; and it ſhall be ſo. Wherefore ſince 
Ile is thy Medicine, fear not but thou ſhalt be 
's {Mhcaled : Since he is thy Bread, fear not but thy 
w BE Soul ſhall be ſatisfied, and thou ſhalt be made to 
ay MW hunger no more. Is He to thee a Fountain of 
it, Lite? Then ſhalt thou be no more a-thirſt, Is 
„Me to thee thy Light? Then ſhalt not thou remain 
-n Darkneſs. Is He thy Joy, Who then ſhall af- 
ict thee? Is He thy Advocate, who then ſhall 
e Nan the Cauſe from thee? Is He thy Truth, who 
then ſhall deceive thee? Is He thy May, who 
then ſhall make thee to err? Is He thy Life, who 
then ſhall Fay thee ? Is He thy 1/7/dom, who then 
all be too cunning for thee! Is He thy Righte- 
$ ouſneſs, who then ſhall condemn thee ? Is He th 

SanClification, who then ſhall caſt thee away? Is 
He thy Redemption, who then ſhall be able to hold 
thee in Captivity ? Is it He that is thy Champion, 
and the Captain of thy Salvation, who fighteth for 
thee; of whom then art thou afraid in the Battle? 
And who is he that ſhall be able to ſtrive with 
thee? Is He thy King, who then ſhall expel thee 
out of His Kingdom? Is He. thy High 72 
who then ſhall hinder thy Sacrifice and thy In- 
terceſſion from being accepted? Is He thy Saviour, 
who bleſſeth thee, who then ſhall 'wnb/eſs thee ? 
Or who ſhall make the Salvation which He has 
wrought for thee, of no Effect? If He Save, — 


— — — — „ ²˙¹ A ˙ ᷣù1 HE EE 


For thine Everlaſting Tuts Pricft, who inter- 


Relations, or Offices: But pray t in Faith, 


that therein is. It is a Preſent which is even greater 


 Chrift-is become to thee All; and all Sox, * are 
| Chriſt, with all his Glory, and all his Majeſty. 


. whether Things preſent or Things to come; All are 


2 Preſent ! Becauſe Thou, O Lox D Jus, art to 
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mall damn? How canſt thou have a greater Pre. 
ſent? It is a Preſent more worth than thou thyſelf, 
than all Mankind, or than all the World, and al 


than all the Sins, Miſeries and Calamities of the 
whole Word; and which is of ſufficient Virtue to 
extinguiſh and annihilate them all ! 


7. SEE now, what an Infinite Good thou haſt 
in Chri/?, to oppoſe to all thy Miſeries and Cala- 
mities. Didſt thou but rightly underſtand this, 
then would no Croſs be grievous to thee. Becauſe 


thine; for as much as He is thine : Thine, I fay, 
not only as a crucified Chriſt, but alſo as a glorified 


Fer all Things are yours, whether Paul or Apollos, 
or Cephas, or the World; whether Life or Death; 


wurs; and you are Chriſt's, and Chriſt is Gov's. 


8. © poor, miſerable, reprobate, accurſed, 
damned Sinners, as we by Nature all are, How came 
we to be thus favour'd and honour'd with ſo high 


us JEHOVAH: Yea, Thou art 


Jenovan our Righteouſneſs, 
A Mediator between Gop and Man, 
Our Everlaſting Prieſt, | 
The Chrift of Gop, 

A Lamb without Spot, | 
The Deſire of the Patriarchs, 
The Inſpirer of the Prophets, 
The Light of the Confeſſors, 
The Crown of the Martyrs, 
"The Praiſe of all the Saints, 
The Glory of the Bleſled, 


. The Joy of the Angels, 
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The Conſolation of the Mourners, 


OY The Rightcouſnes of Sinnes, 
al The Hope of the Afflicted, 
=_ The Strength of the Weak, 
* The Health of the Sick, | 
Ta The Protector of the Simple, | 
The Author of Faith, | 
aſt The Anchor of Hope, 
1 The Incenſe of Prayer, 
TH The Tree of Health, 
By The Fountain of Bleſſedneſs, 
uſe 'The Bread of Life, 
bal ; The Head of the Church, 
5 , The Bridegroom of the Soul, 
A The Precious Pearl, 
Ye The Rock of Salvation, 
ws The Li- gg Stone, 
at The Heir 7 all Things, 
* The Prince of Peace, 
4 The mighty Lion of Judah, 
T The Sun of Righteouſneſs, 
, The Morning Star, 
oo The Brightneſs of the everlaſting Glory, 
gh The Splendor of the Divine Majeſty, 
hs The Treaſure of Wiſdom, 


The Abyſs of 2 

The Life quickning all Things, 

The Light enlightnin all Things, 

The Truth judging all Things, 

The Love upholding all Things, And | 
The 1 ion of Sl whatſoever 


Lo! here is the Great and Infinite Gift, which 
Gop hath beſtowed freely upon mortal Man, out 
of the unſearchable Deep of Mercy, and his Love 

finding out. | 


Vox. II. D *QHAF 


he 


CHAP. II. 


That Juſtiſication before Gop, depend; 
cu on the Merit of Chriſt Jeſus, and 
con/ijts in the Pardon of Sins received 
by Faith, ꝛchicb produces all the Fruits 
of Righteouſneſs. 


s a {kilful Builder,” who is to raife a lofty 


Structure, takes Care to lay a deep Foun- 
dation; fo the moſt merciful Gop being to ercc 
the Everlaſting Palace of our Salvation, thought 
fit to lay the Foundation thereof, in the Depth of 
his Mercy, upon the Perfon and Office of his 
deareſt Son Chr Feſus, as. on an immoveablc 
Rock, according to the Prophecy of JJaiah, Be- 
hold, I lay in Sion, a tried Stone, a precaous Corner- 
Stone, a ſure Foundation. Which Stane Chri/t in- 
timates to Peter, ſaying ; that thereon He will build 
his Church, which ſhall be ſo ſtedfaſt, that 2h: 
Gates of Hell ſhall not prevail againſt it. | 


we * Tuts is the Head- Stone of the Heavenly 
Temple; this is the Rock that was preached by the 
Apoſtles Peter and Paul. Upon this Foundation 
hath Gop built our Righteouſneſs, Faith, and E- 
ternal Salvation. And as Gop hath placed the 
Ground-Work of our Salvation in the Depth oi 
his Mercy, in his well-beloved Son; ſo He hath 
alſo founded the ſame in the Depth of our Heart, 
that through the Power of a Divine Faith , 
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led in us by the Holy Spirit, the Righteouſneſs of 
Chri/t may be apprehended, and freely by the fame 
Faith, without any Reſpect to our own Works, 
whether antecedent or conſequent, be made over, 
and given to us. 


2. To the End, that in the e Place, by this 
Means he might purify Man from the moſt inward 
Center of the Soul : Even as Man had by Satan 
been infected and depraved thoroughly in all the 
Powers thereof, For without Faith it is impoſ- 
ſible ever to go fo deep, or to ſearch and cleauſe 
the Ground both of and Evil in us. 


4. SECONDLY, Our Righteouſneſs muſt pro- 
ceed from Faith only, becauſe this is the Work of 
Gop Himſelf, that fo our Righteouſneſs may be 
the Operation of Gop: not ſome external Action, 
like that of the Pharijees, ſpecious in outward 
Appearance only, but not pofſeffing the Heart. 
This Righteouſneſs and Holineſs, which by Faith 
He gives us, is much more excellent than that 
which Adam, though he had not ſinned, would have 
left us. The Obedience of Chrift, was far more 
acceptable to Gop, than the Innocence of Adam; 
fo that a thouſand ſuch as Adam could not have 
equal'd Chrift alone. For however he, had he 
continued in the State of Innocence, would have 
left us an Hereditary Ri ſneſs, of which we 
ſhould have been poſſeſſed; notwithſtanding un- 
ſpeakably greater and more excellent is our Union 
with God in Chri/?, fince He being made Man, 
hath ſo purified and exalted the Human Nature in 
Himſelf, that the Primitive State of Adam is not 
once to be compared with it. 


5. ANGELS cannot, and much leſs can Man 
be the Foundation of our Righteouſneſs. For 
neither hath an 9 for us, nor 9 

> 2 
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caſneſe, all his Righteouſneſs that he hath done, ſhall 
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of the Angels found able to open the Book of Lit 
when it was ſhut: And unconſtant is all the Righ- 
teouſneſs of Men, which being defiled by the Pal. 
lution of Sin, ſoon tumbleth to the Ground; For 
when the Righteous turneth away from bis Rights. 


not be remembred. And therefore muſt our Righ- 
teouſneſs be founded upon a better, yea, upon an 
immoveable and eternal Foundation, and muſt 
ſtand unſhaken, the the Mountains ſhould depart ard 
the Hills be removed; according to What is foretold 
by the Prophet Daniel, Everlaſting Righteouſne) 
Pal be brought in; and by 1/azah, My Satvatiq 
ſhall be for ever, and my Ae s ſhall not le 
aboliſbed. Nor ſurely can it be „than a moſt 
excellent, and infinite Good, which a Perſon moſt 
excellent, by an infinite Satisfaction, hath for us 


acquired. 


6. Tur Cauſe why Gon will have our Righ- 
teouſnels to be apprehended by Faith, is His Truth 
and Promiſe, upon which Faith reſteth and ſtands 
firm, and by which Gop hath aſcertain'd Righ- 
teouſneſs to Abraham, and all his faithful Seed. 
Whence St. Paul argueth, that our Righteouſne/: 
muſt be 4 Faith, that it might be by Grace; 10 
the End that the Promiſe might be ſure. Upon this 
Promiſe therefore of Grace, fulfilled in Chr:/!, 
hath Gop eſtabliſhed our Righteouſneſs, according 
to what is aſſerted by the Apoſtle to the Galatians; 
Even as Abraham believed GoD, and it was ac- 
counted to him {® Righteauſs neſs. Knaw ye 1 
that they which are of Faith, the ſame are the Chi: 

Fg Abraham. And the Scriptures foreſceirg 
that Gon would j 55 y the Heathen thro Faith, 
preached before the Goſpel unte Abraham. In Thee 


Ne 
dren 0 


/hall all Nations be bleſſed. So then they which be of 


Faith, are bleſſed with faithful Abraham. And 


thus Grace and Truth came by Jeſus Chriſt. But, 
| ; | 7, GoD 
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», Gop hath made his Grace, and the Merit of 
Chriſt, the Baſis of our Righteouſneſs, that Ci 
alone might have the Honour. In him only is our 
Help. Of our Righteouſneſs and Salvation He is 
the Beginning, the End, and the All, That every 
Mouth may be flapped; By Grace ye irt Javed, thro 
oft Faitb, nat of Works, 55 any Man Bail braft. 
lf our Righteouſneſs were of ourſelves, and from 
„our own orks and Merits, then ſhould there be 
g no Room for Grace, nor ſhould we have Occaſion 
ber Mercy or Pardon of Sin. Moreover, there 
WY ſhould be no Place for Humility, nor for the Fear 
of Gop ; neither would Faith and Prayer turn to 
wm ax Effect: Yea, we ſhould have no Need of a 
Mediator, Redeemer, and Saviour. Crit had 
then died in vain, and it would lie on us, by an 
external and internal Obedience, to fulfl the 
„. whole Law. So inconſiſtent is the Doctrine of 
Tuflification by Mrs, with the Foundations of 
dhe whole Scripture. 4 5 


'q 8. In fine,. That our Salvation and Righteouſ- 

of neſs is eftabliſied upon the Grace of Gop, and 
the Perſon and Office of Chri/?; and that we are 

thro” Chri/f made righteous, holy, bleſſed, and 

| Sons and Heirs of Gop ; alſo that the Righteouſ- 

ne ness of Chrift is ours; His Life ours, His Happi- 

5 Wl neſs ours, and ſo waoLE Chriff, both according 

to 5 Divine and 24 Nature, is ours: This 

verily is our hi nfolation, Glory, Joy, 

* Pace before Gov, _—_— the Angel and Fel; 

our hig iſdom, Strength, Might, Victory, 

Triumph over Sin, — Deril, Hell, the | 

World, and all Enemies. For which Praiſe be to + 

Gop to all Eternity] Amen. ct 


9. Tux True Chriftian. by Faith in Chri 4+ 
not only juſtified, but alſo made the Temple and 
Habitation of Crit and the Holy Spirit. To 

B 3. this 
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this End is his Heart purificd of Gop by Falth, 
that therein Chriſt may live and reign. By Ghrift 
is the Holy Spirit given to him, to create in him a 
new Heart, being endowed. with a chearful and 
ready Principle of Action; that, with a Willing- 
nels and Freedom of Spirit, he may do what is 
acceptable to Gor. Which new, and holy Obe- 
dience, is not of the Lati, but ariſes from a lively 
Faith, For true and living Faith does all Things 
willingly and. of its own Accord ; it reneweth the 
Man, purifieth the. Heart, joyfully loveth his 
Neighbour, hopeth all Things, prayeth, praiſeth, 
cConteſſeth, and feareth Gop. It is patient, hum- 
ble, merciful, loving, meek, eaſy to be reconci- 
led, compaſſionate, peaceful ; readily forgiveth 
Offences, hungereth and thirſteth after Righteouſ- 
neſs, embraceth Gop with all his Grace, and 
Cr with all his Merit, and the full Pardon of 
ins. 


10. Bur on the other Hand, it muſt ſtill re- 
main an unſhaken Truth, that Chriſtians ought 
to make continual Advances, and daily way 
{tronger in Chriſi that they may not continue iu 
a State of Infancy, how difficult ſoever it may be 
to mortify the Fleſh. They muſt ſtudy Charity 
out 1 a pure Heart, and of a. 8 Conſcience, and 
of Faith unfeigned ; and have this in perpetual Re- 
membrance, that all outward Performances are 
valued by Gop, according to the inward Diſpoſiti- 
on of the Heart. Wherefore if the Heart is good, 
whatever thou doſt, is alſo good : But if evil, and 
perverſe, then all thy Works in the Sight of Gop 
are hateful and extreamly evil. Such as thou ar 
in thy Heart, ſuch art thou accounted. before Gop; 
and ſuch are thy Prayers, thy frequenting of Pub- 
lick Worſhip, thy giving Alms, and thy receiving 
the Sacrament. © -- 

11. Wno- 
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11. WHOSOEVER therefore is defirous to try 
himſelf, I would adviſe him to ſet the Command» 
ments of GOD, as by CHrisT interpreted, be- 
fore his Eyes, and to learn by his own Heart to 
judge of all his Actions. By this Means he ſhall 
clearly perceive, ,if what he does, is acceptable or 
hateful to GoD, and if he brings forth the genu- 
ine Fruits of that inward Righteouſneſs which is 
of Faith. If, for Example, thou doſt find that 
thou defileſt not thy Conſcience with external Ido- 
latry ; in this ſurely thou doſt well; but yet I 
would have thee examine thy ſelf whether thou 
alſo abhorreſt all internal Idols: If thou art with- 
in, what outwardly thou pretendeſt to be; or if 
thy Heart be not ſet 77 5 the World, Avarice, or 
Pride : Since if thou findeſt it to be fo, tis plain 
24 the outward Work is of no Account before 
OD. ' . c 18 1 


12. I Keep the Sabbath, ſayeſt thou; and therein 
thou doſt well: But look on the Diſpoſition of thy 
Heart : Doſt thou therein celebrate, the true Sab- 
bath ? Doſt thou reſt from evil Thoughts and Do- 
fires? Is thy Heart devoted to Gop, and till. 
from the Noiſe of the Creatures, that Gop may 
operate in thee? Doſt thou frequent the Church? 
Well! But ſee thou, carry not along with thee the 
Worm of Arrogance and Vanity, which ſecretly 
gravy thy Conſcience. If thou ſhalt fay: I am 
aptized into Chriſt, I have the pure Ward of Gop, 
hear it, I receive that maſt venerable Sacrament e, 
the Lok p's Supper : I believe and confeſs all the 
Articles of the iſtian Faith; therefore I am a 
Ghriftian. J will not deny, that thou argueſt a- 
right; if thy Heart agree with thy Profeſſion: But 
without this, all is mere Trifling. . Look therefore 
into this, and judge of thy felf by the inward State. 
See if «/ Heart and Adtions agree to that ſacred . 
Name: If the Spirit is in thee, the Anti * 
Vis | 2 
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the Fruits demonſtrating a true Chriſtian. Thot 
ſayeft, thou art baptized ; and fo indeed thou art 
But take a View of thy Heart, and ſce if thou 
walkeſt in Newneſs of Life, in continual Repent-} 
ance, and unwearied Mortification of the Old! 
Man. Thou haft the pure ord of Gon, and hearef 
it. This is right: But look into thy Heart, and 
conſider, If as bodily Food paſſeth into Fleſh and 
Blood, fo the Word is converted into thy Life and 
Spirit: If it is not, whatever thou doſt is vain. 


13} WITH a angular Zeal thou * the 
Purity Doctrine. And this is not inconſidera- 
ble: Notwithſtanding I would have thee examine, 
whether by the Purity of Doctrine, thou haſt at- 
tained unto Purity of Heart. May we not find 
many rigid Defenders of the pure Doctrine, who 
are yet full of Pride, Bitterneſs, Covetouſneſs and 
other Vices? The Name of the Lord is a Cloak t 
their Impiety. 4 


14. Thou haſt been often freſent at the Holy if 
Supper. And what then? Search thine Heart, I 
beſcech thee. If thou haſt been a Partaker of the 
Fleſh and Blood of Crit: Why does the Fleſh 
and Blood of Adam live and reign in thee? Should 
not the Life of Chr:i/? ſhine forth in all thy Con- 
verſation? Should not his Charity, Meekneſs, and 
Humility appear in thee? Or what Advantage will 
accrue to thee, if thou receiveſt Chrift in the Sa- 
— but denieſt Him in thy Life and Man- 
ners! 


15. Tnov ſayeſt, that thou believeſt all the Ar- 
ticles of Faith, Very well! Have Recourſe unto 
the Touchſtone of the Heart. For that only 1s a 
true Faith, which uniteth Man with Gop, and 
Gor with Man. If theſe Effects are wanting; 
thy Faith is vain, and only ſeparates thee —_— 
: rom 


— 


e 
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from Gop. If thou believeſt in Chriſt, Chrift 
muſt be in thee, and live in thee. If thou beliey- 
eſt that Chri/t. ſuffered Death for thy Sins, thou 
thy ſelf muſt alſo die unto Sin,, and leave the 
World, with all its Pride and Covetouſneſs. If this 
be not done, whatever thou affirmeſt of thy Faith, 
all is but a vain Imagination and a Deluſion. 


16. Ir thou believeſt. Chriſt, was crucified far 
the Sins of the IVorld, thy ſelf muſt be crucified to 
the World. This, if thou neglect, neither art 
thou a living Member of Chriſ, united with Him 
by Faith. If thou. believeſt that Chriſt hath riſen 
rom the Dead, thou muſt abide united unto Him 
thy Head, by riſing ſpiritually from Sin, or aſſur- 


edly thy Boaſting is vain. In a Word: The Na- 


tivity, Death, Paſſion, Reſurreftion and Aſcenſion of 
Chr:/t, muſt be after a ſpiritual Manner tranſacted 
in thee z otherwiſe whatever thou mayſt affirm of 
thy Faith, it will prove no better than a vain and 
lifeleſs Image of, that which is true and living. So 
if thou believeſt in the Holy Spirit, He muſt of 
Neceflity "dwell and reign in thee, illuminate and 
ſanctify thee. For as many as are led by the Spirit 
God, they are the Sans of Gop... 


17. THEREFORE, O Chriftians! let your 


Chriſtianity be not External, but Internal; nor 
let it dwell only upon your. Lips, but in the 
Ground and Center of your Heart, proceeding 
from a true, living, and operating Faith, and an 
unfeigned, earneſt, and continual — If 
this is wanting, all your Religion will be only 
Counterfeit Chriſtianity ; you ſhall be able to do 
nothing acceptable to Gop; and whatever you 
may do here, ſhall avail you nothing in that Day, 
in which Gop will judge of all Things AY 
to your Heart. But ſurely, O Man! if thou didfi 
rightly apprehend the Impurity of thy — 


| 
| 
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thou wouldſt flee, without Delay, to the Fountain 8 
of Salvation, thence thou wouldſt drink and draw, 
pray, knock, and cry, Have Mercy upon me! Un- 
til thy Heart ſhould be healed, thy Sins covered, 


and thy Tranſgreſſions forgiven. 
18. As it would be deſervedly accounted rid. 


culous to give unto a Raven the Name of a Swan : 
So if, after conſidering their Lives, one ſhould MW 
call thoſe of this Age by the Name of Chr:i/tians; 
might he not julliy be accuſed of egregious Folly! 
For by the Actions and Performances, not Words, 
is a Chriſtian Life to be eftimated, according to 
that of St. Paul, The Kingdom of Gop is not nl 
Nord, but in Power. But ſuch is the State of 
moſt Men at this Day, that thoſe who make the 
ſtrongeſt Pretences to the Chriſtian Name, act 
nothing that becometh a Chriftian ; like unto thoſe 
at Rome of old, of whom Laurentins Valla, read- 
ing thoſe Words, Bleſſed are the Merciful, bleſſed | 
are the Peace-Makers,. &c. ſaid, Surely either the: 
Words are not true, or we are not Chriſtians, : 


19. HERE now, O Man! conſider what. thou 
art, and what thou canſt do: What haſt thou 
deen able to contribute to thy Reſtoration, and 
the Renovation of thy depraved Nature? Surely, 
as thou could'ſt not afford any Help towards the 
Generation of thy Body, nor create thy ſelf; ſo 
neither canſt thou bring any Aſſiſtance towards thy 
New-Birth, or Regeneration by the Spirit. Thou 
mayſt, indeed, loſe, damn, and deſtroy thy ſelf; 
but to renew, to reſtore, to heal, to juſtify, and 
to enliven thy ſelf, is a Work entirely beyond thy 

. Cow'dft thou at all conduce to the In- 
carnation of Gop ? No, verily. There is no- 
thing, therefore, that thou canſt arrogate to thy 
ſelf, or aſcribe to thy own Power. Let us then 


carefully remember, that we muſt renounce our 
"TM own. 


— 
— 
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r 
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pwn Strength, our own Wiſdom, our own Will, 


y and, being reſigned unto Gop, ſuffer his Power 


o work all Ly 4 us, ſo that nothing may in 
he leaſt oppoſe Will and Operations of the 


W.0KkD. 


20. For until it come to this, that thou per- 


mitteſt Gop to work all Things in thee, O Man, 
Wo that thou purely ſuffereſt his Operation and 
ill, Gop is hindred by thee to unite Himſelt 
WE with thy Soul, to renew H 


is Image in thee, and 
to amend the Pravity of corrupt Nature. For our 
own Will, Ambition, Opinion of our own Wiſ- 


dom, and whatever elſe we arrogantly claim unto 
WF ourſelves, are ſo many Impediments ; becauſe of 
= which Gop cannot freely operate in us according 
to his Deſire. And as the Human Will corrupts 


2 Man ftill more and more; ſo the Divine Will 


does till more and more perfect and reſtore him. 


21. INDEED our Own IVill is nothing elſe but 


Deſection from Gop. DefeRion verily is eaſy, 


ſmooth, ready : But the Recovery 1s bitter, trou- 
bleſome, and of extream Difficulty, yea, beyond 
all the Power of the Creature. For Man his 
own Strength, cannot return, nor help himſelf, in 
Will or in Deed. It is Chriſt alone that can give 
Aſſiſtance, let it be in the Beginning, Progreſs, or 
End. And here He lays before us "Two Means, 
the Law and the Goſpe/, or Repentance and Re- 
miſſion of Sins. Through the Law, thou muſt 
die together with Chris, and by true Sorrow of 
Fark 1 thy * DR, wor * vile in 
thine own Eyes, and reſign up ſelf wholly to 

4 4 Fo . 355 of Sin is 
beſtowed thro* the Goſpel, and Man that is Dead, 
is raiſed up by Faith. Whence it appears, that no 
Man can by his own 2 convert and quicken 
himſelf. Tis of abſolute Neceſſity, that he —_ 
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and loſe himſelf, that he die unto himſelf, and that 
his Hope be plac'd entirely in Gop alone, by 
whoſe Grace he muſt live. | 


22. Bur this Se/f-Denial, and Mortification, is 
not an Effect of our own Will and Power: It 
not of him that willeth, nor of him that runneth, but | 
of Gop that ſheweth Mercy. It is Gop therefore 
who muſt operate all theſe Things in us by His 
Grace, and the Power of His Spirit. So that our | 
Juſtification is not from any Creature, but from 
Gop alone, whoſe Work ms Gift it only is. For | 
as to ourſelves, tis certain, the moſt dangerous 
Enemy any Man hath, is Him/elf; inſomuch, that | 
we have great Reaſon to fupplicate the Lord, to 
deliver and reſcue us from our ſelves, to take from 
us what is ours, and to give us the Things that 
are His. For by our own Strength, we are not 
able to do any Good, if Gop Himſelf, even after 
Converſion, do not work it in us. Who is * that 
can give Charity and the other Graces, but He | 
only who is Love it ſelf? It is certain therefore, | 
that theſe Things are effected by the Help of ©brift | 
only, all Human Endeavours being utterly vain. 
In Adam we are ALL naturally equal, nor is one 
better than another; ſeeing we are all, both as | 
to Body and Soul, equally polluted and corrupted; 
inſomuch that not only the Jews and Gentiles, 
but even of all Men in general, there is no Differ- 
ence. Hence it is moſt true, that in the Sight of 
God, no Man is better than the moſt profligate 
Criminal. For tho' the Wickedneſs which is na- 
tural to all, does not equally in all put forth and 
break out into Works; yet Gop judgeth all Men 
by the inward State of the Heart, the poifon'd 
Fountain of Sin. Neither is there any Sin ſo hor- 
rid and vile, which Man by Nature would not be 
guilty of, were he not reſtrain'd by Divine Grace. 

or by the Bent of our Nature we are * 


121 
wo 


G + wo 


— 
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clined to pollute our ſelves with all Manner of 


Wickedneſs: Which Inclination; if it be not al- 
ways attended with the external Effect, then it is 
whally to be attributed to the Grace of Gon, and 


not to any Strength of ours, or human Precaution 


whatſoever. This Conſideration ſhould excite us 
to Humility and an unfeigned Fear of Gop, re- 
ſtraining us at the ſame Time, from raſhly deſpiſ- 
ing our Neighbour, leſt, by reflecting on others, 
we ſplit our ſelves upon the dangerous Rock of 
Preſumption. And fince- Chrift is our Wiſdem, 
Righteouſneſs, Sancti fication and Redemption, we, 
who in Adam are alike, are alike alſo 2 
For as in Adam by Nature, we all are one Man 


and one Body, infected with the higheſt Conta- 


ion of Corruption and Diſobedience: So all the 
2 — A, and reſemble 
one Body compleatly purified and ſanctified by 
Faith, and the Blood of Chriff. . 


23. Warcn Doctrine, is a Remedy againſt 
Spiritual Pride, that none may account himſelf 
better in the Sight of Gop than others, however 
haply he may be endowed with Gifts ; 
which are no leſs of pure Grace w'd on him, 
than even Righteouſneſs and Salvation it ſelf. 
Upon this Principle of pure Grace, be careful to 
hx thy Meditation : Which if thou doſt, then this 


ſame Grace ſhall protect thee againſt the dangerous 


dnares of Pride and ce: And as on the 
one Hand, it will convince thee of thy own Mi- 
ſery ; ſo on the other, it will give thee a moſt 
lively Diſcovery of Chrift, and of the exceeding 
— of Grace, through him deriv'd on Man- 
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= HAP. III. 
of Repentance. 


HE Liodithy wihow An! is infinitey will | 


by no Means feek our Deſtruction, but our 
Life and Salvation. He beſt: knoweth the 


deplorable Condition we are fallen into by Sin; 


and is at the ſame Time greatly deſirous, to ſecure. 


the Intereſt of our Soul, by reclaiming us from fo 


dangerous a State. IIis for this — He i Þ 


earneſtly invites the Soul to 2 ſincere and unfeign» 
ed Repentance; this being the only 
ing Means of our Help and Safety. 


2. — — — che na- 
tural Blindnetfs, Corruption, and deteſtable Impu- 
rity fettering within us, as the very Source of "al 
Sin, whereby we depart from Gob, the Supreme 
and eternal Good, and deferve, beſides temporal 
Puniſhments, his everlaſting Wrath. in the inex- 
tinguiſhable — of Hell. tus 


IT is to lament, heh from the Bottom of our 
Heart to bewail the Crooked nets of our 
Nature; and ths from an inward Senſe of the 
Heinouſncis of the Provocations offer d to ſo mer- 
ciful a Father. We may then rely on the Favour 
of Gop, and ſure Remiſfon of Sins in 
Jeſus; which will be attended with a ſerious 
Amendment of Life, a conſtant Purification of 
our Hearts by Faith, a Mortification of our evil 


1 . our rebellious a 
tent 


and .never-taib | 
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our own Will, oppoſite 


WF cient Spirit, a renouncin 
co that of Ar ww a 
Lob. 8 


3. Bur —— by —— we are dio pH blinded, 
as to be utterly unable. to, diſcover our own Fall 
and Wretchednefs ; Gop hath been pleaſed to af- 
ford Means for bringing us to a Knowledge of our 
ſelyes, vir. His Mord and Sacraments, which be- 


ing duly uſed, will be accompanied always by his 


il BY own Grace and Spirit. theſe the Father draws, 


ur 2 and _ us to: imſelt, as ſo many bſt 


he For it is Gon which work- 
1; jr 3 ty beth et do of bit good Phe 
1 | ſure. 

0 N 
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(+ þ Uſe of theſe Means, and invites us-to Repentance, 
eis then our Part net to withſtand his Grace and 
Spirit; ( Ta-day if ye will hear bis Voice, barden 
net your Heartsz but to acknowledge the Sin 


which he to reprove in us, and by no 
Means make light of the Grace offered us in 
the Goſpel; then Gop will aſluredly have 


Mercy upon us, as He himſelf declares : Let the 
Wicked forſake bis Way, and the unrighteous Man 
his Thoughts; and let bim return unto the LORD, 
and he will haue Mercy upon him ; and to as. 
for he will abundantly — 


5. Aub upon this Account the Work ef Gas. 


+ -—— > 7 


yet in one Reſpect aſcribed to us, viz. inaſmuch 
as we give up our ſelyes to the Lon and his 
Operations, not reſiſting wilfully his Spirit, or, — 
the Apoſtle expreſſes it, not putting his Word 
vs, nor ffepping our Ears againſt it, as the — 
of old did. —— y to 
P Lovity not.to china abs 
rat 


ac", _ 


Ss » 
* 


no tho? it be entirely a free Gift, of Gon, is 
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—.— Aſſiſtance, without which we muſt cer. 
1 aſtray. For ſince the old Nature is ſo 


woven into our Fleſh and Blood, we have 

Netq of daily, yea, hourly Supplies of Grace, for 

reprefling din, and nouriſhing the Life of Gop. For | 

as the Life of the Body, bereſt of the Air, muſt | 

needs be extinguiſhed; ſo the in Life will | 
th without 2 daily Support of the 


ſpeedily langui 
Grace of — For this Reaſon pray d Solomon: 


The LoxD our Go b, with us, let him not leave Þ 
us, nor forſake us; that" he —— pers | 


| rents Dim to 1 in all his 1 


6. . us Ger er thes Momer of ou our 
—— to Gop: With all the Heart, ſays the 
Prophet, with' Fufting, with Weeping, and-n . 
Floods Þ 
bing Goods, whilſt 

e State of their Þ 
Souls, and the Loſs of eternatGoods} being there- Þ 
in altogether unlike David, who ſets a ſhining | 
Pattern of -fincere Repentance before us. For the Þ 


Adurning. Wretched Mortals can weep 
of Tears for empty and periſi 
they remain unmov'd at the miſera 


Lorp loobeth on the n — Heart 
AIC! 1412-4 | arm! 


7. 1. we truly re repent of our. Sins, the Lon» 
repenteth Him of the Evil, Which is as if he 
would fay: It is the Nature of Gon, to pun 
with Reluftance; and when He is even conſtrai ned 
thereto, it is not far our Deftruttion, but Salvation, 
that we may not be condemned with the World. He 
then doth his ffrange Mort, [of Puniſhment} that 
he may bring to paſs his own Work,' [of Mercy. 

Thus he repented of the Evil be had deſigned a- 
gainſt Nineveh. And — See is good, _ : 

jw pe IN „ and quietly wait for t . 

— For the Lorp 200 not caſt 

2 — But though He cauſe Grief,-yot will 
. to the * his 
cath 


«a % _ — „ | 
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Mercles.. For He goth not afflitt willingly, ner grieve 
e Children of Men. I his boundlels Merey is 
me ſame at this Day, and will continue ſo for 
ever to returning Sinners. Go therefore, O Man, 
and anſwer this overflowing Mercy of Gon with 
& ſuitable Returns of Love and Repentance! 
| * 01; bali 2d 25 
8. THERE are Four Fruits of true emp oye 
The Firſt is, lo account himſelf unworthy of all th 
= Mercies of Gop.. A Soul truly humble and peni 


I- | 
tent, thinks himſelf unworthy of all Gop's Bene- 
fits, and even of the \daily Food and Refreſhment 
by which the is ſuſtained. And this after the Ex- 
ur MY ample of Grit Himſelf, who, parched with 
he Thirſt upon the Croſs, and having VI pre- 
th FS ſented to Him, only ſaid, I n Nb. his — 
d&; FE the Reaſon alſo, thoſe, who under the Old 
It Teſtament ſeriouſly entred upon the Work of Re- 
ry 
e- 

2 

he 

1 


formation, did judge themſelves entirely unwor- 
thy of any Good, and putting 2 their 
Skin, fate in the Duſt, and ſatisfied their Hunger 
only with Bread ſpread with Aſhes, and their 
Thirſt wich Water mingled with Tears; tor a 
Teſtimony, they did not deſerve any more dainty 
Food, but merited rather to eat and to drink to- 
D BY gether with their Food, the [Lars plentifully trick- 


9. So: doth the Prodigal Son, after: his happy 
„ Return, expreſs his ſortowful Mind to his Father: 
e Father, I am ne more worthy te be called thy Son, 
t make me as one of thy hired” Servants. ; And the 
] Woman of Canaan was even content to be called 
. a Dog, if ſhe was permitted to gat of abe Cranbs 
7 falling from the Maſter's Table. So the Apoſtle 
Peter : Depart from me, for I ama fonful Man, 0 
LoRD that is, unworthy with whom thou ſhouldſt 
have any Converſe. And the Centurion of Ca- 
pernaum was of the fame Mind: Lo&p, ſays he, 

130 C 3 I am 
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I am not worthy that "Thou fbouldft come under m 
Roof. And if the Heart of a Chriſtian be broaght | 
to this Senſe of its owr- Vileneſs, then tis trul | 
contrite and humble, and hit to be made a living 

— to Gop. | 


ro. A Beconds Fruit of 4 true Repentan 
grieve'at nothing ſo much as at the Offentes a ou N 
GOD. Tis certain, that Gop mt be e. 
fended with tvery Sin committed by Men; ſince 
the Nature of Sin is directly oppoſite to the Nature 
of Gon. Thus by Unrighteouſneſs, the Righte- 
duſneſs of God is „He being Righteouſ⸗- 
neſs it ſelf. By Lying, the Truth of Gon is of- , 
fended, He being Truth it ſelf. By Hatred, the 
Love of Gop is offended, He bein Charity it 
felf. In a Word: Since Gop is the F ion f 
all Virtue and Goodneſs, it can be no leſs than 
Diabolical Malice to offend ſuch an infinite Good- 
nefs. Had he at any Time injured us, it wou 'd 
de no — if we did offend Him again 
in our But now, when He gives us nothing 
dut what is 


— Cn 
when He 


Sins when we . Fre ores when 
He hath given'us his only Son with the Holy Spi- 
rit, and adopted us for his Sons: after He has 
done all this for Men; to offend Him, to oppoſe, 
to hate Him, ſhews an Impudence, a Madnefs, 
and a Malice 7 err rf rpg, oY and mon- 
_— | | | Ge. arg? 
. Wovry) Bares highly Horrid and im- 
ious to kill Him who gave thee Life; to wound 
im, who kindly cheriſhed thee in his Boſom; 
to infult and affront Him, who heaped: Honours 
upon thee; and, to difown Him, who had choſen 
thee for his Son? Behold all theſe, and far greater 
Lyurics and Indignities, thou offereſt to thy hea» 


venly 


ce is, 0 
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venly Father, to the ſupreme, the righteous, the 
Holy Gop, whom Angels trembling adore, and 
whom Seraphim worſhip-with the Acclamations of 
Hely, Holy,” Holy is the — of nen the —_— 
Earth is full of his Glory ! 


12. TR Third 


of; Repentance is con- 
tained in theſe Words: Ai Days are lile 4 Shade 
that declineth : And I am witbered like Graſs: A 
Heart truly penitent, is deeply ſenſible of ĩta oπn 
Weakneſs. It entirely deſpairs of its 
knowing it ſelf to be as deſtitute. of Life: and 
Power, as the very Shadow); and 1 
| . and Moiſture, as the Graſs that 
; The fame is affirmed) in another * 
it Þ „ Ten bat mae my Days at an 
of — and mine Age is ar Nothing before ther : 
in Verily, cuery Man in hin he State, is aluagetbher 
. Vanity O how noble a Step would. it be towards 
'd true Miſdom, were Man but ſenſible of his own. 
in NoTHINGNEssS! Man is as great a NVething as a 
7 Shadow it ſelf. As a Shadow is without: Sub- 
7 ſtance, without. Life, and without Motion of it 
Ir 
n 


ſelf, and vaniſhes at the of. the Sun: So 

is Man, whenever the Loxp withdraws the Light 
i- of Life from him. And-it is ſy 
13 tion, that, the nigher the Sun is, the leſſer are the 
A Shadows obberved to be. And on the: contrary 
by The farther the Sun removes . from:'us, uh larger 6 
|. the Shadows be ſame an: 
The more of God and of his G is — 
2 pious Man, the leſs he eſteemeth himſelf, the 
lefs he boaſteth of himſelf, and of what he calls 
His. On the : The farther. a Man is 
from God, the more he ſwells with a high Cons 
ceit of himſelf, the more is he puffed up with his 
Parts and Abilities, the more he extends the 
Bounds of Pride and Haughtineſs, and the leſs ho 
Knows how to keep within Compajs. Den 23rtv1 0, 


13. AGAIN : 


rr 


| 
| 
! 


their re 
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3. AGAIN : As Shadows at the Setting of the 1 


but a Fore-runner f 


Ed: TY is it with the Shadows 
of this World, and the whole Train of vain Pomp 


and Pleafures, which commonly then poſt away 
on 2 ſudden, wheri we are-moſt liſted up by them; 


upon the withdrawing of the Sun; ſo 
Man becometh great in his own 
Eyes, the Divine Sun ſetteth 1 unawares, 
and he returns to his Nothing. Moreover: As | 
che Shadow hath no Life of it ſelf, but entirely 
moveth with the Motion of the Sun: So Man of 
his own Nature is deſtitute of Life and Motion; 
and tis Gop alone who is able to put Life and 
Motion in him. And the Hour of Death will ful- 
declare, that a Man's Days on the Earth are as a 
hadow ; nay, as Grafs which 2 but ſoon 
withereth when it is mown down: doth our 
Life fade away immediately, when it is cut down 
the fatal of Death. Lo! thus are out 
ys conſi into Smoak, and we are gone Like 
the Shadow when it declineth, 


14. Tur Fourth Fruit of true Repentance is 
our Union with God, implied in theſe Words: 
But Thou, O Loxn, foalt endure for ever; and 
thy Remembrance umta all Generations. As if the 
Prophet had ſaid; < Lam like a periſh- 
« ing Shadow, Adi like the Graſs here, 
« yet in Thee I ſhall abide for ever, as Thou 
« Thyſelf art an Eternal Good.” As by Sin a 
Man is divorced from Gop : So by true Conver- 
fion he is again united to him. As the Perſon of 
Ghrift is indiviſible, notwithſtanding his Two Na- 


tures; and as the Eternal Deity united . 
A 


S 


> 


SAA 


K Kere 


——— ——— —— — 


Nature in Chriſt Jeſus with it ſelf in ſo firm a 


Bond, as is not to be diſſolved by Death it ſelf 3 
che Humanity of Crit remaining in — 
nion with the Divinity, and being filled with the 


Glory reſiding therein: So in the Work of a true 
Converſion unto G © Dy itent and believing. 
Souls are ſo united to GzoD, that neither 
Life nor Death can ſeparate them from Him; for 


Ihe that is joined to the Lonb, is ene Spirit, Gb 


belrothing us unto Himſelf for ever. 8 | 
1 Al V. 2 » Nie Pact 50 1 | 1 x 5 
r5. In a Word; Chrit himſelf is of this a moſt 


ſufficient Witneſs. to us, and in us; and he is that 
Book of Life wherein we are plainly. taught, that, 
as his Human Nature abideth eternally united, with 
the Divine ſo all thoſe. that continue faithful to 
Him, ſhall. be eternally. united with their LoxD 
and Head. For as GoD is Eternal, and Chri/t is 
Eternal; fo the Promiſes of Gop in Chriſt are alſa 
Eternal, he having made with us a Covenant of 
Everlaſting Grace. So that, how much ſoever 
we may be forſaken of the World, how much ſo- 
ever vexed and ted by Sin, and the Devil; 
nay, if even our F le and our Heart ſhould fail, 
yet is Gon the Strength of our Heart, and our Per- 


tion for ever. N 
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A L. thoſe that — in Tef Chrift the 5 
his ! 


CHAP, IV. 
8 Chriſt in the true Book of Life. 


Son of Gon, arc ritten in the Book great Dy | 
wherein the Lonp will confeſs their == 8 
h Father, and before his Ages. But | 
the Loan 7% himſelf is a compleat Book 
unſpotted Mirror of a Chriſtian Life, He = 
ing, as the Won and Wiſdom: of the Father, 
made Man, to teach us by his Life and Death, 
and by his Conduct and Converiation, to ſet a 
Fama before us for our Imitation. * 

2. Tas Whole of his Life, beginning ich 
tender „ and ending with his Death, was 
made up of a continual Series of Croſſes and Af - 
flictions; inſomuch that He took hardly any Step 
without the inſeparable Attendance either + Po- 
verty, Contempt er Pain: He was poor in relation 
to outward Things, The — have Holes, and the 
Birds of the 2 Nefts 3 but the Son of Man 
has not where to lay his rad. As ſoon as he en- 
tered into the World, he entered into Want and 
Poverty, chuſing to be born at Bethlebem, the leaſt 
among the Cities of Fudah, and from a Mother 
too that was deſtitute of all Wealth and worldly 
Greatneſs. Nor did He ever court the Favour of 
n N it even when it was offer d. 

3. Bur 
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. Bur He became more eminently poor by 
is Humiliation, whereby, laying, aſide the Fora 
7 Gop, He humbled himſelf, ami made biimſelf 
| » Reputation. He thereby entred into the 
ef our Miſery, partaking of all our Weakneſſes 
and Infirmitics. He was uraria with the Jour- 
| 1 nies He undertook; to finiſh. the Work He was 
ent for: How many tireſome Paces did He . 
Z when He went — 8 2? Heaking 
Wtitudes of Sick and Diſeaſed that "continually 
& crouded to him from all Parta, and furrounded 
him often to that Degree, that be could not ſo 
much as eat Bread, and his very Friends thought 
im to be beide bimfetfe> took aur. a-. 
JI mities, and bare aur Sickneſſes ;/ never withdrawi 
tom any Hardſhip or Calamity, never ting 
under the Burden of Poverty, of cruel Mockings, 
and of other Evils, let them be never ſo ſharp and 
numerous. And whereas He might have been ſer- 
ved by all the Creatures of Go, and waited on 
by ions of Angels; yet 
this Glory, and — 
which was in Him. He ſuffered 
to de torn by Thorns, his Hands to be tied, his 
facred Body do be his Hands and Feet to 
be nailed to the Croſs, his Side to be pierced with 
a Spear. All this He cheerfully ſubmitted to, tho 
it had been in his Power to prevent it, and with 


# 
* 
* 


8 


ro 


He with all 
Power 
is Head 


” 
a5 
* 


— py 
4. Fon our Sake, He made Himſelf 


of a Servant, that by his Lowlineſs, He might re- 


roſe from the Dead, and gained a perſect Con- 


queſt, thereby to purchaſe us an ever Vic- 
tory. He ſuffered — a: —— 


one Word to: reftrain the F e the Crea. 
fen 
all the Creatures. He took upon Him the Form 


pair our Loſſes, and reinſtate us in that Dominion” 
over all the Creatures, we forfeited in Adam. He 


„ 


ritual Thraldom, from the Power of the Der 

betimes to the 
generall 

that ſtile themſelves Chriſtians“ How unlike a: 1 


bur, Senn a ſifficient Plea to fart back into the 


was Lord over 
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Devil, hurried about by his Malice, tormented 4 


his Inſtruments, faſtned to the Croſs: And all thi 4 
He underwent, to reſcue Mankind from their Spi- 


leading them captive at his Will. Thus = 
Strongeſt became Weak, the Almighty, Infim: i 
the moſt Glorious, was made m ;cable; 
the moſt Exalted, moſt expoſed Himſelf to Temp- 1 
cations of all Kinds, to Sufferings and Difficulties i 
to Pains and thereby to check our Ten. 
derneis and E utterly miſbecom· 
ing Spiritual Soldiers, and to. inure bis F ollowen 
t, though deſpiſed Way «| 
Self-Demal and Mortification. Alas! How tender 
and delicate are now y the Minds of tho 


1 


they to the Pattern from whence they take their | 4 
Denomination, to the Original — pretend BY 1 
to write after! The ſmalleſt is complained i 
of, as of an unſufferable Burden. A little I rouble ; 
they are to undergo for Gon and their Neigh- 


ſmooth ae © and to drop entirely the Article ot 3 
the Croſs. Not to mention here, — uneaſy they a 
are, how impatient even under thoſe Tri 4 
Lord ſends for promoting thereby the — 3 
of their own Souls, and the Glory of his Name. : 


- 24 Taz Lozp orſook all that is great and pom - 
tous in the Eye of the World. He was a King, 
yet would He be ſubject to Kings and M iſtrates, 
nay, to his Father and Mother, though ſo mean 
and indigent. He went down with his Parents t 


Nazareth, and was ſubject unto them, and, as ſome 


tat his Father's Trade. He 1 
and yet when He came into 
the World, He came not to be miniſtred unto, but u 
minifter, cloathing Himſelf in all the Dreſs of Po- 


_— and Meanneſs. He was W 
ro- 


will have it, wrou 
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dy Prophet, 777 the ſubſtantial Wiſdom of Goo; 
tand yet did He chuſe Diſciples of the loweſt Rank, 
Spi. a plain and ſimple People, not raiſed at all above 
ber the common Level of Men. When it was in 
ciel his Power to behave Himſelf like a Loxp and 
m; Maſter; yet did He diveſt Himſelf of that Right, 
ble; being among them as one that ſerveth. He choſe 
mp- WT rather to be a Mafter in Liſ and Doctrine, than 
tic, BY in any other Grandeur and Pre- eminence. Thus 
en. when He taught the Duty of Obedience, He ſhew'd - 
on. at the ſame Time a Pattern of Obedience in his 
ren! own Life and Conduct. When He endeavoured 
a co inſtill into his Diſciples a Senſe of Humility, of 
\der BY Patience, of Subjection to their Superiors, and of 
dhe other Chriſtian Virtues; He practis d them firſt, 
are that ſo his Example might have a more powerful 
hen Influence upon the Lives of others. Thus being 
end Head and Maſter, he thought it becoming his Cha- 
nel rater to be Chief alſo in bearing Affronts, Re- 
ible ME proaches, Injuries, Poverty, Miſery, and in per- 
g- forming the moſt contemp ible Services, even - 
the BY ing his Diſciples Feet. And thus He proved a Ma- 
- of ſter, and Teacher, not in Doctrine only; but in 
der Lie alſo, in Example, and Practice. i 
the! wt 1 

en 6. Bur alas! How are we fallen from fo glori- 
7 ous a Pattern! Our Head deſpiſed worldly Honour, 


and we purſue it. He ſubmitted to Crefſes and 
Trials, and we ſhrink back at the very Sight there- 
of; unwilling to be diſturbed in the Enjoyment 
of our Eaſe and Proſperity. ' He became obedient 
unto Death, and we indulge ourſelves, as if Self- 
I ill was the ſtanding Rule of our Actions. Alas! 


me This doth not agree with the Example the Loxn 
He bath ſet before us; nor with the ſpiritual Maxims 
ito BY <ontain'd in the of Life. Conſider therefore, 


O Man, how near the Way wherein thowwalkeſt, 
o- BY comes to that Way, wherein thy Loxd and Ma- 
if i walked, If thou deſpiſeſt the rarrow Way 

Vor. II. D of 
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of Jeſus, and followeſt the Way of the World; 
then know for certain, that the Way, though 
ſinooth for a While, will end in utter Deſtruction. 


7. AFTER thou haſt ſeriouſly confidered the 
Leſſon of Poverty, in the Book of Life exhibited 
by the LoR D; conſider alſo the deep and unaffected 
Humility which was ſo eminently ſeen in his whole | 


Life — Conduct. Never did He catch the Ap- 


plauſes. of Men; never was He acted — : 
Whenever Men. offered to 


or. Thirſt of Honour: 
velttow Honours, Praiſes and Dignities upon Him, 


He fled tram it, He.deelin'd-it, both with Words i 
and Deeds: Never did He accept of any Honour 


from Men, even when hey would take Him * 3 


Force, to make Him a King. 


8. Ox dhe cher Ham; with what inexpreſſible 


Humility did He bear. all the Inſolencies, the Re- 
proaches, and Calumnies wherewith his Enemies 
loaded Him? He was-cried down- for the vileſt Sa- 
maritan, and his Miracles, aſeribed to the Power 
of Beelzebub. I hat Dacirine, He brought down 
from Heaven, was moſt. daringly exploded as. a 
Picce of Blaſphemy; and He who taught it, every 
where inſulted by foul and uncharitable Cenſures, 


and the blackeit Lies and Slanders. His Life 


was a Scene of perpetual Miſery and Contempt. 
He was betray'd and ſold; He was denied and 
buffetted; He was ſpit upon and crowd with 
Thorns; He was derided and ſcourg'd; He was 
ſmitten and ſentenced to Death; He was condemn- 
ed to the ignamynious Death: of the Croſs. He 
was forſaken by Gon and Men; and in fine, 
{tripp'd of all; was executed in the Midſt of ſcan- 
dalous * r on the Tree like 


curjed one 


9. He: 
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9. He was then made the common 'Gazing- 
ſtock of all his Enemies, and hiſſed at» by Prieſts, 


Scribes, and Elders. His Prayers were turned 


mto Ridicule, and at the Approach of the very 


Pangs of Death, He had nothing to refreſh Him- 


ſelf but JTnegar mingled with Gall. At laſt, when 


| all was finithed, He expired on the curſed Tree, 


full of the Reproaches, Hatred and Indignation of 
the World; inſomuch, that even after His Death, 
He had His Body prerced with d Speer, and hi; 
Grave made with the Wicked. Being riſen from 
the Dead, and triumphing over his Enemies; they 
then boldly denied His Re/urrettion, and left no 
Stone unturned to 'blacken His Divine Character, 
and to run down all the Tranfattions of His Life. 
for Cheat and Impoſture. Thus was the Lormp, 
both in the Beginning, Progreſs, and End of his 
cver- bleſſod Life, d4&fpifed and rejected, a Man of 
Sorrows, and acquainted with Grif.. 


10. In this Courſe of our Lory's Life, is not 
only diſplay'd the abounding Treaſure of Redemp- 
tion gain'd by Chrift ; but in this Scene of Suffer- 
ings alſo, He is our great Doctor and Maſter, our 
Prophet and Shepherd, our Inſtructor, Light, and 
conſtant Monitor; that we, by looking unto Him, 
may learn to deſpiſe earthly Pomp; and by cloſely 
adhering to Him, like true Members to their Head, 
grow up into Him in all Things, being rendred con- 
— unto his Life, and refted and grounded in 

s Love. | 


11. Every Chriſtian ought moſt carefully to 
behold the Life of Chriſt under the Creſs, together 
with that of all the Saints in general. This 
4 the Crefs is copiouſly ſpoken of in the Book o 

ſalmt, in order to render it the more familiar 


unto us, and to teach us, that we muft thro" much 
Tribulation enter into the Kingdom of Gop. The 
| D 2 10gth 
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roth P/alm in particular, contains at large a 
Prayer of Chri/t expreſs'd in the midſt of his Suf- 
_ ferings; and it mentioneth in the latter Part, Three 
Sorts of Troubles more eſpecially, wherewith the 
Lok, whoſe Type David was, found himſelf 


oppreſs'd. 


12. In the i Place, the Lox p complaineth 
of a vehement Anxiety of Heart, declared in this 
Manner: J am and needy, and my Heart is 
wounded within me. Behold, what Complaints this 
facred Perſon is reduced to! And what is the Rea- 
ſon thereof? Surely, to acquaint us in the moſt 
moving Terms, what He hath ſuffered for our 
Sake. He ſays, 7 am poor And lo! thou toileft 
to get Eſtates, to hoard up Riches, and yet thou 
art ſtill poor and diſcontented in the Poſſeſſion of 
them. He ſays; I am needy; and thou, O Man, 
art” bent upon Eafe, Proſperity, and Fulneſs of 
Bread]! He complains; My Heart is wounded 
within me; How unreaſonable is it then, That 
thou ſhouldſt be gratiſied in all thy vain Deſires. 
Nothing will go down wich thee but what is ſea- 
ſoned with Mirth; Sorrow and Melancholy being 
far baniſhed from thy Heart. But doſt thou never 
reflect upon the -Life of that Maſter, whoſe Ser- 
vant thou pretendeſt to be? He complains, that 
his Heart was wounded within him; it was bruiſed, 
and as it were, ſmitten with Rods, and exceeding 
heavy. Let the Conſideration of this give thee 
Eaſe under any Grief, and make thee reliſh the 
better thoſe untainted Pleaſures which will cer- 
tainly ſucceed the Croſs. 


13. AFTER the LorD hath ſpoken of iward 
Sorrow that preſſed upon Him, He goes on to 
give us a View of his Bodily Sufferings: J am 
gone, ſays He, like the Shadow when it declineth 1 
am toſſed up and down as the Locuſt. My Knees art 


sweak | 
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weak through Faſting, and my Fleſh failrth of Fat- 
n:ſ5. A molt expreſſive Deſcription of the com- 
mon Frailty of human Nature]! What is a She- 
dow, but a mere Nothing, an empty lifeleſs Ap- 
pearance? To this the LoRD ſuffered Himſelf to 
be reduc'd whilſt He dwelt among us ! He Who is 
Lies and LiIo it ſelf, and the bottomleſs Foun- 
tain Lig is expoſed to Labour and Infirmities. 

And ſhould not Men hereby learn to think: them- 
ſelves far more er 45 Mudder as the LoRD 
of Life Himſelf ? 


14. But He goes on: 1 ee wh end det 
04 the Locuft, 1, Rus Lans had no ſettled Habita- 
tion upon Earth as Men of the World have, whot 
Delight is in ample Buildings, and ſtately Palaces. 
He was in a. conſtant Piigrimage ow we; that 
Kingdom which cannot be moved. For this Rea- 
ſon He is ſaid to have only tabernacled among us, 
and is here compar'd to a Lecuft, which, having 
no Neſt. or abiding Place, is fearful, and toffed to 
and fro, and driven away with every Wind. And 
even in this hath our bleſſed Saviour left us a'Pat- 
tern, to walk as He walked; and: ſeeing; we have 
no continuing City here, to |{cek one te come, 
which hath Foundations, whole! Builder. and Ma- 
| ker is Gov. f 


- 15. WHar is/farther added of the Mee ef 
his Knees, and the Failing f bis Fleſhy did abun- 
dantly appear about the Tims of his Paſſion, when 
his Strength Twas dried up like 4 Pothherd ; and 
thould we — of a Fit of Sickneſs, when the 
Loxp of Life pined away into Weakneſs, and 
languiſhed in Mitery f Should we- pamper our 
Bodies, when the wi endur'd Faintneſs and 
Faſtings? And what matters it, if our Body be 
weak, ſo our Soul be in à vigorous Habit? Tis 
his on which we ought to lay out our Lime and 
D 3 Diligence: 
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Diligence: *Tis this we ought to look after mo! 
carefully: Tis this which ought to eat that which 
is Good, and deliglu it ſelf in ſpiritual Fatneſs, that 
ſo it may grow /trong in the LoRD, and in the 

Power of his Might. | 


16. He next explaineth the Contempt He under- | 
went, to ſtop us in our Purſuit after Honour. 1 
am, ſays He, a Repreach unto them; when they look 

on me, they ſhake their Heads. The Enemies of 
 Chr:i/t inſulted Him in the vileſt and moſt licenti- 

ous Manner. All which the Anointed of the 
Lord endured, to reſcue Man from Eternal In- 
famy. For Man being become a Scorner aud 
Hater of Gop, defying Him and the Offers of his 
Grace; Chri/t now delign'd to make Atonement 
| for fo heinous a Sin, by the extream Contempt He 

willingly embraced. That we may the better 
tranſcribe the Life of Crit in our own Conduct 
and Converſation, let us carefully obſerve the fol- 
lowing Particulars : 


17. (1.) CHRIST never ſought upon Earth his 
own Glory in any Thing that He did; but ac- 
counted it ſufficient for Him, that Gop alone was 
his Glery. So let us reject the Glory of. this 
World in all we do; endeavouring only that Gop 
may be glorified, ſaying: « Ah LorpD GOD 
40 Give us the Heart of Thy Son, that we may 
« have our Glory in Thee alone, and not in aur 
« ſelves: That we may have our Glory in Heaven 
« only, and not upon Earth.” (2.) It was the 
higheſt Glory of Chriſt, that He was the Only Be- 
gotten Son of GOD. And for this Reaſon did the 
World perſecute, and blaſpheme Him: So ſhould 
a Chriſtian look for no other Honour than what 
he enjoys in the Paternal Love of Gop, 8 the 
Witneſs of the Spirit reſiding in Him. „ Grant 


« us alſo, O Gop, that it may be our 1e 
Glory 
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Glory and Joy, that we are Thy Children; that 

« ſo we may obtain the eternal Fruition of Thy 
« Love, and poſſeſs in Thee an everlaſting Inhe- 
« ritance: And that we may remember, if the 
&« World do hate, envy, reproach and perſecute us, 
cc * hath done the fame to Thy moſt Holy Child 

__ (30 It Lie thn (ore of the Lox p Chi, 

tha e wrought ſo many Divine Works; that 
went about continually doing the moſt 8 
Acts of Beneficence; — that out of pure Love, 
and the higheſt Compaſſion to the Miſeries of fall- 
en Nature. However, for all this, He received 
nothing but Hatred and moſt heinous Unthankful- 
neſs. Hence alſo our Hearts RN to break forth 


in ſome ſuch Manner as dis. 3% Sa 


18. „ An Gop! give. us gap en 13 
« faithful Hearts, that we may be always ready to 
« do Good to all Men: And that we may be 
ce never deterred, either by the Unchankfulnck of 
« a hardened World, or by the Unworthineſs of 
the Objects; aſcribing not to our ſelves, but 
« to Thy Name onl > Glory of all we 5 
(4) It is the high ory of our Lozn 
Chrijt, that He hath, 855 pure Love, laid Li 
his Life for us; that He hath purchaſed us with 
his own Blood; that He hath been obedient to the 
Father, even unto Death; that with the greateſt 
Meekneſs He hath, indured the: vileſt Reproach, 
and with the utmoſt Patience, the ors) Pains 
of the Croſs. O Gop, our. 1 help! help 
us, that we may overcome our Enemy with 
Love; ſubduc our. Fleſh with godl; 1 ei 
„ bear the Reproach of the World with the 
« Meekneſs of Chrift; obtain the Victory thro' 
Patience; and being ſtrong in the Lok p, be 
* more than Conquerors throug h Him that loved 
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Gon : And the Name which is given Him, which 
is above every Name, that every Kuce both in Heu- 


wen and in Earth muſt bw to his Name, and ai 


Tongues be obliged ta confeſs Him ts be their LORD, 


«ever eſteem it our higheſt Glory to be made 5 
« conformable to our cver blefled Head; that fo, 


19. © HzLe, O Gracious Gop ! that we may 


<« when He ſhall be revealed in Power and Ma- 


“ jeſty, we alſo may appear with Him in Glory, | 
« after we have here endured the Croſs, and been 
« faithful to the End.” (6.) The Glory of Chriſt, | 


is, that He is the only Head of his Church in 
general, and of every el thereof in parti- 
cular; a glorious King of his People; and an ever- 
laſting 3 making Interceſſion for us. 
2 Help us, O God, that we may evermore ac- 
count it our greateſt Glory, that we are the 
Members of Ihy Son, that we are the Subjects 
« of his Kingdom, and that we may enjoy all the 
« Privileges purchaſed by his Interceſſion, Sacri- 
<« fce,. and Benediction. 


20. TRR Concluſion of the Matter is this: Tis 
Gop who is to be our Glory alone; tis not the 
World, nor Wealth, nor Honour, nor Greatneſs, 
nor the Arm of Fleth, nor the. Wit and Prudence 
of Men, that I may call my Glory; but Gop, and 
only Gop, is my Glory Wherefore, let not the 
. Man glory in his M iam, neither let the mighty 
Man glory in his Might, nor let the rich Man glery 
in his Riches: But let him that glorieth, glory in this, 
that he under/tandeth and knaweth Me, that I am 
_ the Lok p. Fer. ix. 23, 24. 


21. Tur Third Branch of che Cro/es and Af. 


fictions of Chriſi, conſiſts in that w/peatable Grief 
He underwent, even from his Infancy. Which 


alſo Rill the more aggravated, the nigher He ap- 
| a a: proached 


2 
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proached to the Time appointed for His Paſſion. 
This Himſelf teſtifies, ſaying: My Soul is exceeding 
Serrauful even unto Death: ntimating thereby the 
unutterable Anguiſh of Spirit that forc'd from Him 
that Sweat, which like Drops of Blood, fell down 
is the Ground. And what Pains He ſuffered in his 
& moſt tender and ſenſible Body, no Tongue of Men 
© is able to declare. And this Greatneſs of Tor- 
ment was cauſed f by the Greatneſs of Sin; 
which being an infinite and unexpreſſible Evil, its 
full Puniſhment and Atonement, could not but 
8 cauſe in the Son of God, immenſe and moſt ex- 
quiſite Torments too; which to a mere Man had 


been altogether inſupportable. 


22. THE ſecond Reaſon of this exquiſite Grief, 
was, becauſe He bore the Sins of the World: Not 
theſe only, which from the Beginning of the World 
had been committed; but thoſe alſo, which Men 
ſhould become guilty of through all Ages down to 
the End. And therefore ſuch as is the Number 
and Height of all the Sins of all Men thro all 
Generations; ſuch muſt needs have been alſo the 
Pains and Sorrows endured by the Lord. For 


| which Cauſe He prayed on the Mount of Olives : 
= Father, if it be poſſible, let this Cup paſs from 
e. | 


23. 2 — The Torments of _ _ 
not a little heightned by that er fe e 
ere to his Heavenly * Ae Nd one's 
Love is, the greater is alſo the Grief occaſioned 
by what interferes with it. Since therefore Chri/e. 
loved his Heavenly Father with a moſt exalted 
| Love; his Affliction muſt have been exceeding 
grievous, on Account of the Heinouſneſs of Sin, 
wherewith fallen Men did inſult over ſo beloved a 
| Father: Inſomuch that the Sins of the whole World, 
with the Pains He endured for them, did not —— 
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fet Him fo lively, as the Sorrow He felt on Ac. 
count of the Indignity offer'd to a GoD, who inf 
his very Nature is Love. And furely it was upon 
Account of this Love to the Father, (which de | 
ferved all the Returns of Love of which the Cre: 
ture vas capable) that Cbriſi ſuſtainꝰd moſt exqui- 
fite Pains, and a moſt ignominious Death, vir 
That by a Satisfaction proportionable to the Of,. 

tence, He might regain unto wretched Mortal, 
that Love and Favour of Gon, which they by 
heinous Apoſtacy, had forfeited in Aaum. ; 


24. Is the Fourth Place the Suffering of -Chrit 
was increaſed by his great Love to Mankind. Fo 
as He died for all, and bore the Sins of all, ſo e 
alſo was He exceedingly defirous to ſee the happy Þ 
Effect of his Blood, which is the Sakvation of al 

Aen. Hence the Unbelief and Ii icbedng of Men 
every where overflowing' the World, and hindring 
this Love from taking its Efte& upon — : 
ed Him moſt grievous and bitter Torments: But 
eſpecially for ſuch as by their profiigate Life ani 

final Impenitency, did throw away their Souls for 

2 handful of Luft and Vanity. 


25. FIFTHLY : Another Circumſtance which 
pierced the very Heart of our Loxp, was his 4e 
, ing forſaken of GOD. For though it be true, GoD 
1 | could not forſake Him, who Himſcif was Gon, 
and who did not ceaſe to be Gon even when He 
hang'd on the Croſs; yet does He complain of be- 
ing for/aken: And this lamentable Complaint out 
Saviour pour'd out to ſhew thereby, that Gov 
did withdraw from Him, as Mun, the Support of 
his heavenly Comfort, hiding Himſelf in this dark 
Hour of Temptation. He manifeſts alſo by this 
Exclamation, the extreme Miſery in which He 
then was. "nl; 
26. AND 
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286. Arp who is in the Siath Place, able to ex- 
Pain, what Pains the Lok ſuffer'd in his moſt 
iooly and delicate Body? Or who can doubt, that 
Body moſt delicate, moſt noble, moſt pure, con- 
ceived by the Holy Ghoſt, perſonally united with 
e Divine Nature, filled with the Spirit of Gon, 
ould not feel moſt grievous and bitter Pains, if 
ir be ſmitten, ſcourged, wounded, pierced, cruci- 
ficd, and put to Death? No Words are expreſſive 
enough to ſet forth the Smart and Acuteneſs there- 
ef. And what is all our Croſs and Affliction, 
compared with this Suffering of the Lok D? For 
we, being Sinners, have moſt juſtly deſerved eter- 
nal Death and Damnation: And yet we find, how 
geren this ſmall Allotment of the Croſs deſigned for 
Jus, is too heavy a Burden for our tender Chriſti- 
Jans, who do what they can to ſhift it off, 
Tat the ſame Time it be appointed as healthful Phy- 
ſick to procure the Happineſs of their Souls. Surel 
n Soul, who is a ſincere Lover of Chriſt, can wi 
Ino other Condition of Life, but ſuch as comes up 
neareſt to the Original of the bleſſed Life of Chiſt. 
Which Conformity of our Life to the Life of 
Chrift, we ought to account our Gain and 
Dięnity. In this, let the true Lover of Chriſ re- 
joice, that he hath been thought worthy to ſuffer 
with Chriſt his Saviour. | 
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x cha | 
„ 27- War Cauſe then can we pretend, why 
je we ſhould not moſt willingly walk in the Parh ef 
e Holy Croſs? Eſpecially ſince we know the Son 
f Gop Himſelf hath travelled this Way before us, 
and by his holy Example ſanctified it; not hav- 
ing entred into his Glory but by —— And 
ſince He hath, in Spight of all the Inſults of the 
Enemy, entred into Glory; we alſo- aſſure 
je ourſelves that our Affliction, which is but for a 


Moment, ſhall be followed by an everlaſting Weight 
of Glory: And as the Loxp did not ſpare _ 
ſelt, 
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; felf, but laid Himſelf entirely out for the Servie 


of others, undergoing all this 1 no other Impulſe 
but that of fervent Love; ſo ſhould this Love a 
our Redeemer, raiſe reciprocal Flames of Love in 
our Souls, and never ſuffer us to grow faint and 
weary under any Affliction whatever. 
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— CHAP. v. 
Of PRAYE R. 


EE1NG. the true Knowledge of Go p, and 
Chrift crucified, is not to be attained, unlck 
we keep our Eye conſtantly fix'd upon the 

Bast of the innocent and holy Life of Jeſus Chriſt 
our LoRD; and ſince in order to this, a devout, 
C humble, fervent, and earneſt Prayer is required; 
tis highly neceſſary to make ſome Enquiry into 
the Notare of Prayer, which doth not ſo much 
conſiſt in an Utterance of fine Wards, as in a ſweet 
Intercourſe of the Heart with GoD, and in 4 
Iiſting up of the Soul, and of all her Faculties and 

owers to Him. And this falls under a T hreefod 
Denomination, being either Oral, Internal, or Su- 


pernatural. 
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2. ORAL * is an humble Addreſs to Gon, e 
by an external Exerciſe, uſing the Soul gradually / 
to the internal Duty of Prayer, and leading a Man / 
into the more interior Receſſes of his own Heart; ! 
eſpecially if the Words outwardly uttered, by n 
attentive Application of the Mind, be well pon- Wt * 
dered, muſed, and meditated upon, This proves Mt * 
often a Means to bring our Spirit ſo hag \ 
| OD; 
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Gon, as in filial Confidence, to entertain a ſweet 
Conference with our Heavenly Father. 


3. INTERNAL Prayer is offered up without In- 
termiſſion, by the Spirit, unto Gop in Faith, ac- 
cording to that of our Saviour: The true Il er- 
ſhippers ſhall worſhip the Father in Spirit and in 
Truth. And that of David: Let the Meditation 
of my Heart be ever before Ther. And again: J 
commune with mine own Heart, and my Spirit made 
diligent Search. Whereby, fays St. Paul, ſpeak- 
ing of the Spirit of Adoption, Le cry, Abba, Ha- 
ther. And by this internal Prayer, we are led on 
gradually to that which is ſupernatural; and con- 
lifts in a true Union with Gop by Faith; when 
our created Spirit diflolves, as it were, and ſinks 
away in the uncreated Spirit of Gop ; and then 
all is tranſacted in a Moment, whatever in Words 
or Deeds hath been done and declares by all the 
Saints from the Beginning of the World. And 
for that Reaſon is this ſupernatural Prayer unſpeak- 
ably more excellent than that which is external. 
| For therein the Soul is by true Faith fo repleniſh- 
ed with Divine Love, that it can think of nothing 
elſe but Gon. Or if, perhaps, another Thought 
ſhould ſlide unawares into the Heart, it proves an 
Occaſion of great Grief and Trouble of Mind, 
and the Soul can't be at Eaſe, *till that intruding 
Thought be turned out again. 


4. A Sour once arrived at this happy State, 
gives but little Employment to the Tongue: /t 18 
ſilent to the Loxn: It panteth after, and thirfteth 
fer Gop : It longeth, yea, even fainteth for Him : 
It loves Him only, reſts in Him alone, not mind- 
ing the World, nor any worldly Affairs. Whence 
it is {till more and more filled and poſſeſſed with 
an experimental, ſavoury Knowledge of GOD, 
with Love and Joy, to ſuch a Degree as no Tongue 

Vol. II. | E > 
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is able to expreſs. For whatever the Soul then 
perceiveth, is beyond all Poſſibility of being ex- 
plained by Words. Infomuch that if one ſhould 
aſk a Soul wrap'd up in theſe ſublime Contempla- 
tions, JFhat ſhe thinks on, or what ſbe perceives ? 

dhe would certainly anſwer; A Goop that is a- 
bove above all Good. I#hat ſesſi thou A Per- 
tection of Beauty tranſcending all created Forms. 
I hat feels/t thou N Joy ſurpaſſing all Joys. 
What 4o/t thou tale? The unexpreſſible Delights 
of Love. Nau, ſuch a one would tell you, that 
al! the Words that could be framed; came inſinite- 
ly ſhort of the Comprehenſivenets of what was 
inwardly felt and ſweetly fuffer'a; nothing but the 
actual Senſe and — it ſelf, being capable 
to give us a found Impreſſion of it. This is the 
Voice of the ErERN ATI Worn, and its Dif- 
courſe with a loving Soul; according to that of 
the LokD: He that lovcth me, I til manifeſt My- 
Veit unte him. Whatever here is felt; whatever 
here is ſeen, is above Nature. Here Voices are 
heard, and Words that are unſpcakable, nor is it 
yoſble for a Man to utter them. 


55 Pitts» is the Schsel wherein the Sou] [exneth 
to 419w Gb aright, and as it were to e Him. 
Whilt ſhe knoweth Him, ſhe loveth Him; and 
whiltt ſhe loveth Him, ſhe affectionately longeth 
for a TOTAL Enjoyment of Him. For this is a 
moſt certain Property of Love; to defire wholly 
to poſſeſs the Object beloved; to be intimately 
united with, and altogether 'transformed into it. 
From this affectionate" Defire ſpringeth up bot? 
Mental and Oral Prayer; the Soul being fully con- 
vinced. that theſe Divine Viſitutions are not to be 
attained but by fervent Prayer. And in all this 2 
wonderful Wiſdom of Gp appeareth, whereby 
ev ery T hing is managed in Order and Harmony, 


and tis Soul, by See, led up to the 
Enjoy- 
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Enjoyment of the greateſt Good. Thus none is 


permitted to attain Mental Prayer, but he who be- 
gins with that which is Vocal, and endeavours to 
blow up the Coals of ſecret internal Prayer, by 
ſome external Act and Exerciſe. Again: None 
muſt have an Acceſs to the Supernatural Prayer, 
or to an Union with the fublimeſt and moſt, de- 
lightful Good, but by Aſental Prayer. But theſe 
1hings can only be known by Experimental Per- 
ception, not expreſſed by Words. And this is the 
true Cauſe, why Gon ſo ſtrictly, ſo frequently, 
and earneſtly enjouts Prayer: Becauſe it is a ſacred 
Pledge and Bond by which God draws us up to 
himſelf ; and by elevating us into His immediate 
Preſence, detaineth us there a while, and unites 
us, as it were, to our firſt Original. If this Prayer 
begins to languith at any Time, then we loſe by 
little and little, the ſweet Remembrance of God, 
and deprive our felves of all the unſpeakable Be- 
nefits that reſult from His moſt comfortable Pre- 
lence. | 


6. Ir therefore thou wouldſt rightly Pray, ſee 
thou do it not with a divided, but with thy whole 
Heart. But this is not to be attain'd, but by fre- 
quent Exerciſe and a continual and unwearied Di- 
ligence. Without this, thou art never like to reap 
the Fruits of Prayer. On the contrary, as often 
as thou giveſt Attendance to any external Work, 
take Care thou ſetteſt not thy Heart upon it. I 
thou eate/?, drinkeft, or attendeſt any other out- 
ward Affair incident to human Life, ſee that thou 
beſtoweſt not thy el, that is, thy whole Heart 
upon it. Do it as if thou didſt it not. For thy 
Heart is to reſt entirely in God alone, and cloſely 
to adhere to Him by mental and internal Prayer ; 
which cannot be except it be fet free from 
the Incumbrances of the World. The more thou 
offereſt thy ſelf up to the Lox» by Prayer, the 

E 2 greater 
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greater will be thy Illumination. And again: The 
more the Knowledge of Gop is enlarged in thy 
Mind ; the more endearing will be thy Senſe and 
Perception of the higheſt Good; the more ardent, 
alſo the more tender and afiectionate will be thy 
Love to the Loxp; and in fine, the more capable 
wilt thou be of enjoying Him. Thy Soul being 
thus diſpos'd, ſhall in a tupernatural Manner taſte 
of a Happineſs fo high and tranſcendent as infi- 
128 exceeds all the Words and Expreſſions of 
en. | 


7. OF this Prayer, Jeſus Chri/t hath ſet us a 

Pattern, from whom we may learn the Natur: 

i and Method of it. For we find that He often con- 
tinued whole Nights in Prayer to Gop, praying 
| with all Fervency from the very Bottom of hi; 
Soul; and in Prayer triumphing and rejoicing in 

Spirit. He hath therefoce both by Words and 
Actions, or Example, taught us how to pray; 

leaving us a Pattern to follow after, and com- 

manding us to watch and to pray, that we enter 

not into Temptation. He recommendeth alſo moſt 

| frequently the Duty of Prayer, thereby to teſtify, 
5 that nothing was more pleaſing to Him, than our 
| Prayer; having enjoined it for no other Reaſon, 
than to Jet us fee, how entirely He loved us, and 
how deſirous He was, that by Prayer we ſhould be 
made Partakers of the greateſt and moſt precious 


Good that ever was. 


8. Bur leſt we ſhould pretend, that fo noble 
an Effect, as reſults from a due Performance of 
Prayer, was not attainable by us; the Lok p doth 
not think it enough to have ſaid, A+; but en- 
courages us alſo with a Promiſe annexed : And ge 

all receive; that your Joy may be 2 z exciting us 
moreover to Prayer by his own Example; feeing 
the moſt exquiſite Sufferings did not Cort? in 
6 | | My 
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Him, but rather blow up the Ardor of his Devo- 


tion: For being in Agony, He prayed more-earne/tly, 
and his Sweat was as it were, great Drops of Blood 


falling to the Ground. Set therefore this Mirror of 


Prayer before thine Eyes, and learn to perſevere 
therein. Whenever thou beginneſt to grow faint 
and weak in Praying, turn but ſeriouſly the Eyes 
of thy Mind any Loxp, who prayed not for 
Himſelf, or upon his own Account, but for thee 
and upon thy Account, and fo ſanctiſied thy Pray- 
er, bleſſed it, and added Life and Efficacy thereto. 
Him therefore behold, who though He was true 
Gov, and conſequently in actual Poſſeſſion of all 
Things; yet as He was Man, He obtained for 
thee of his Heavenly Father, all Things by Prayer. 
And hence was His whole Life a continual and 
uninterrupted Prayer, and a perpetual Longing to 
do the Will of Gop : Which He finiſhed praying 


on the Croſs. 


9. Ir. therefore thy Lorp prayed fo fervently 
upon thy Account, and was heard; then ſurcly 
He will not ſuffer thy Praycts to be pour'd forth 
in vain. Did he procure all Things for thee by 
Prayer, thinkeſt thou that without it, thou can 
obtain any Blefüng ? As it is plain, that without 
Divine Grace, without Light, without Faith, not 
One can be ſaved; tis no les plain, that theſe and 
all other Heavenly Graces, can no otherwiſe be 
attain'd than by Prayer. Tis the Lok D thou 
mult entreat by fervent Prayer, to obtain from 
Him only, Faith, Love, Hepe, Humility, Pati- 
ence, the Holy Spirit, together with the whole 
Train of Goſpel- Virtues, Which He alone is able 
to beſtow and to ſtrengthen in thy Soul. Lis He 
alone that infuſeth them into the Heart. But as 
He that hath them not, cannot give them; ſo 
the Lok, whoſe Gift they are, will not give 
them, without being aſked, | 

E 3 10. Now 
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10. Now if thou art truly deſirous to pour out 
thy Soul before the Lord in Fervency of Spirit; 
there is not a more ready and effectual Means 
thereto, than with the Eyes of thy Mind to behold 
the Mirror of the molt — and moſt humble Life 
7. ri: To keep, I ſay, thy Eyes attentively 

x*'d upon the LOWRY the Reproach and Con- 
tempt, the Griefs and Sorrows, and the moſt ig- 
nominious Death of thy bleſſed Saviour. Into this 
Bock of Prayer, if thou diligently lookeſt, thou 
ſhalt perceive thy Heart become inflamed with ar- 
dent Deſires. And tho' the Devil and the Fleſh 
ſhall not ceaſe to aſſault thee with Temptations on 
all Hands, whilſt thou continueſt faithful in theſe 


holy Exerciſes ; yet by Means of Prayer, ſhall 
they be ſubdued at laſt. For after a fincere Appli- 


cation to the Lord by Prayer, the Spirit of Gop 
viſits the Heart with his. gracious. Preſence, as He 
deſcended upon the Apoſtles, when they were with 
one Accord praying at Pentecoſt. 


11. As to Temptations that are wont to attend 
the Duty of Prayer, thou muſt behave thy elf 
under them as the Lord Himſelf did; who in the 
midſt of his Agony on Mount Olivet, prayed the 


mere earneſtly. Thus ſhall thy — er prove at laſt 


the Victory over all thy Enemies. Prayer doth 
the Lok D manifeſt Himſelf unto his 2 By 
Prayer we learn to practiſe true Humility: For 'tis 
by ns er the Highe/t is united to the Leu; the 
moſt High Gop to the moſt humble Heart. And 
this Zum: iq is the Inlet, whereby Plenty of Di- 
vine Grace is inſuſed into the Soul. Now the more 
it humbleth a Man, the more Grace it ſelf gets 
Root in the Soul. And again: The more a Soul 
is enriched with Grace, the more doth ſhe im- 
prove in Humility, 


12. Tus 
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12. THE moſt conſiderable Obſtruction in 
Prayer ſeems to be, when Gop withdraws the 
Grace of a fervent and lively Devotion. And yet 
in this Caſe it is, that we ought to ſtir up our 
ſelves the more carefully to Prayer -and Supplica- 
tion. For tho” indeed a Prayer poured forth with 


a Spirit of Fervency be acceptable to Gop; yet is 


that which elimbs up the Throne of Grace in Af- 
fiction, ſpiritual Dryneſs, and Brokenneſs of Soul, 


ſtill more pleaſing in his Sight. For as the Heart 


of a Father is ſooner ſoſtened, by the broken 
Sighs and trembling Words of a fick and languiſh- 
ing Child, than by the ſtrong Voice and more 
ready Utterance of one in perfect Health; ſo, is 
the ſecret Affliction, and earneſt, though weak. 
Effort of a Soul truly affected with a Senke of her 


Weakneſs, and of her Want of ſpiritual Life, 
more acceptable to our infinitely merciful Father, 


than the more vigorous Petitions of a Soul raiſed 


by a Senſe of Faith, and abounding in Conſola- 


tion, Hold but out patiently in theſe fpiritual 


Straits, and depend upon it, the Loxn in his own. 
Time, will certainly gore unta thee the Toy of thy 


Salvation, 
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A PRAYER. 


OST Merciful Father lis in great Waak- 
neſs I lift up my Heart unto Pee, aud re- 


turn unto Thee humble Thanks for Thy Ha- 


venly Convictions wherewith Thou haſt been 2 


—— s 


to vit my Soul, and to make me ſenſible beth e my. 


degenerate State by Sin, and of my glorious Deſcent 
and high Pedigree. By this thy Divine Viſitation, I 
begin to fee, that I am the h/t Sheep jo far gone a- 


ſiray 
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— thy 2 and guite benighted in the hotl. 
5 orld. I begin te perceivr 


— am — a aden Son 10 bath waſted his 
Subftance with riotous Living, and after having le 
his own Home, hath taken bis fourney into a far 


. 1 am that unfaithful Steward, that hath 
ſpent his Leyd's Goods, and never thought on the Ac- 


count {ought to give of my Stewardſhip. I am one of 
theje that have been ing idle in 7 Mar tet-place 


of a vain and unruly World, and never minded the 


Call to go and to Work in the Vineyard. 


Look din, mft Gredaus Gon, with. an Eye of 
Pity, and let the great Reflerer of cur Breaches. un- 
der the Difien/atton of thy Goſpel, continue the Work 
which Thou haſt begun under the Operation of Thy 
Law. I hear, the at a great Diftance,. the Call if 
my Shepherd, who hath followed me where ever 1 
bave been ſcatter” d in the cloudy and dark Day of my 
Sir and Apeſtacy. O let me net only hear Hrs Heico 
but fulloew it alſe;, never minding again the Veice if 
Strangers. I begin to feel with the Prodigal Son, 
the Spiritual Famine which overſpreads all . Fa- 
culties of my Saul. I am entirely ftript of that Gar- 
ment / Original Righteouſneſs, awherewith I was 
adorned at firſt. I have neglefted the Li E. 1 
Countenance, the Guidance 0 12 Thy Counſel, the ſill 
Viice of Thy Spirit, whereby I might be led inta th 
Path of Life; and back to my Heavenly Home. | 
have hardened mg ſeif again the ſiuert Precepts of 
Thy Love, and ſubmitted to the Commands of Sin, 
N like an Egyptian Taſt-Mafter, lays unmer- 

ul B urdens upon me. I have forfeited the tri: 


Fade of Mind, and am brought by Sin int 


Straimeſe, Benders and Slavery. 


Al this, wy merciful Father, I am now ſenſibis 
of ! But though I find ſome weak Efforts, and De 


fires to regain my Liberty, * in the Midft of my 
Efforts, 


J. 
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Efforts, I fink down again into Mire and _— | 
where there is no Standing. I feel a Ray s Th 
Light ſhining farth upon my Darkneſs, and a 

ing of the Day of Salvation, in the Night of my 
Corruption : Yet fince I have all along — 4 
neſs rather than Light, I cannot now” caſt "off the 
IWorks of Darkneſs; nor put on the —y Light. 
I fect the healing Power the Sun f R — 2 
carrieth in His Wings; but the Diſeaſes of ny Beat 
are ſo deep and infeetious; that I don't know where 
to begin the Cære. Let Thy Grace, O Lomb, ap- 
fear for my Deliverance, and draw me to the Son, 
the true Redeemer of thoſe that groan under their 
Bondage; the Light of thoſe that are ſenſible of their 
Darknefs; and the Phyſician of all fush ar feeling 
their Diſedſe, labour after a Remedy. Let hir Blood 
cleanſe and heal me ; his & pirit renetu and com- 
Wt me; let his Love — and chaſten me; let 


his Grace ſupport and eftabliſh me; let his Promiſes 


purify and perfect me! Let my Faith wiftoriouſly 


triumph over Sin, and over all, the Powers of Hell 
and Darkneſs, through Him that loved me. Amen! 


Tarin A ran 


ET, O Lond, that priverful Won b, where- 
by Thou aidft create the firſt World, create in 


me a clean Heart, and renew a right Stirit 
within ane. 


2. Let me overcome, by the Power of thy Nature, 
the Bent of & finful s and find that my Re- 


ſtoration by Grace in Chriſt, is is far more 2 ul 
than the Abaſement by Sin in — — 4 
3. O how 


- 
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of Thy Liberty! Sin hath brought me under « 
ſhameful Bondage; but Thy Son refloreth unto me, 
the true Freedom of Spirit, and then I am free in- 
deed ! Free with the nobleſt and moſt excellent Free- 
dom; free from ail the Ties to Luft and Corruption; 
free from the Hurry of Self-Will; free from the vain 


 Purjuit, after worldly Honour and Greatneſs ; fru 


from the Thirft of carnal Pleaſures ; free from Ce. 
vetouſneſs ; free from Wrath and Bitterneſs. Thi 
Freedom verily is Freedom indeed, and the Cbaracter 
of an Heaven-bern Spirit“ 


4. Teach me, O Lorp, this great Truth, that 
no Man can do any Good, except he be firſt made 
Good within : No corrupt Tree being able to bring 
forth any Fruit that is accounted good in Thy Sight. 
This will lay me law, and make me look with a hoh 
Dijdain on all ſuch Works, as 1 have done with an 


unregenerate Heart ! 


5. How weariſome are the Steps, whereby the 
Soul, under the Rigour of Thy Law, returns out of 
the Snares of the Love of the WWarld into the Path 
the Love of GOD. Support me, O Lorp, by 
Grace, and uphold me by Thy Spirit, till my Fatt) 
prove the Victory that overcometh the World! 
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CHAP. 1 


of HUMILITY. 


Firwak's true Humility all Religion is no- 
thing. All Prayer without it is in vain. 

Our Lonp 7e/us Ghreft'is that Book, out 
of which this is beſt learnt; as who is indeed a 
moſt perfect Mirror unto us of all Virtues and 
Graces: Look on his Life, and thou ſhalt find it 
made up of nothing but Love and Humility, Look 
on his Doctrine, and thou ſhalt ſee it to be mere 
ijdem and Truth; a Doctrine conſiſting not in 
Words, but in — not in Shadows, but in 
the Sulhlance of the IL —— we are taught of 


Him. 


2. Ir we have therefore a Mind to ſtudy this 


Virtue, which is the Roct of the relt ; it behoves 
us 
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us to learn the ſame, not only, by Words, but by 
the holy Example, which our Lok p hath ſet us, 
For this very End, He humbled Himſelf unto Death, 
even the Death of the Croſs. Behold then, Q 
Chriſtian, how this Virtue hath its Foundation, 
and its higheſt and molt excellent Ground, not in 
any Angel, not in any Apoſtle, but in Ghri/t Jeſu 
alone. And therefore faith He, Learn 7 TE, 
(Matt. xi. 29.) as if He had ſaid: I ye 
„ upon me how I abaſe my ſelf under All, who 
yet am above All: -Behold, as much higher as 
« my Majeſty is, ſo much /awer is my Humility: 


And ſo much dearer and more lovely ſhould this 


<< Virtue be to you, as I your LoR D and your 
«© Gop have delineated it in my whole Life.” Mark 
it; He faith, Learn ef Me. But what ? Not to do 
mighty Things and Wonders, not to work Signs 
and Miracles, or ſhew any great Work of the 
Creation; but to be meek and /owly. 


3. As He was juſt drawing to a Period of his 
Life upon the Earth, the Humble Jeſus choſe to 
exemplify this; when after his Supper, He 
took a Towel and girded himſelf, and waſhed bis 
Dijciples Feet. Wherefore he alſo faith; Knew ye, 
what I have done to you Do ye indeed conſider 
what it is that I have done? And will ye humble 
your ſelves every one to the other, and ſubmit 
gladly even to the meaneſt Offices of Charity ? O 
learn of me, by what you have now ſeen me do. 
For I have given you an Example, that ye ſhould at 
&s have dene to you. Learn of me, if I then be 
your Lord and Maſter; for I am meek and humble 


in Heart. Let this my Example be a Rule for 


your whole Lives, and let my Life ever more 
ſtand before your Eyes as an Image or Picture of 
that Lowlineſs wherewith I humbled Myſelf for 
your Sakes. For, | | 
4. Hu- 
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4. Huumtrx is the Baſis and Foundation of 
all Virtue, and of all Happineſs; and muſt at all 
Times, and in all Eftates, be exerciſed by us, ac- 
cording to the Example of our meek and lowly 
Maſter, if we aim either at being virtuous or hap- 

For as Pride is of all other Things moſt odi- 
ous to God, ſo is Humility of all others the moſt 
acceptable to Him. For he that exalts himſelf muſt 
needs be humbled ; becauſe Se/f-Exaltation is a 
meer Fancy, and hath nothing to bottom it ſelf 
upon. And he that humbles himſelf muſt needs be 
„ exalted ; becauſe Self- Humiliation is full of Truth 

and Reality; and hath ſuch a Bottom to ſubſiſt 
+ I upon, as uniteth Heaven and Earth together, 


8 5. Pr1DE aims at the utmoſt Pitch of Honour; 
| yet undermines what it would advance. Humility, 
on the contrary, leads us to the Bottom of our 
Condition, and gives us the true Sight of our own 
" Vileneſs; yet raiſes hereupon a moſt magnificent 
i Structure, like to the Creation of the World, out 
of Emptineſs and Darkneſs. Humility is ſolid and 

real; is juſt and reaſonable; is wiſe and holy; is 

{ beautiful and amiable; is peaceable and righteous; 
"I is good and profitable, and there is no End of 


: counting its Excellencies. Humility is ſuitable to 
Objects; is 3 to all the Ends and Cau- 
0 ſes of Human Life; is fitted to all the Circumſtan- 
* ces of our preſent Eſtate and Condition. Humi- 
0 is full of Grace and Truth; it is the Ground 


of all the Divine Works; it is the Footſtool of 
God's Throne; it is the Mirror of bis CGreatnes; 
7 it is the Magnet of all his Glories and Beauties: 
ps In a Word; it is moſt agreeable to all the Prin- 
if WW ©ples of Nature and Grace; to all the Deſires of 
"n Angels and Men; and to all the Deſigns. of Gop 

himſelf, So that Nothing is more true, than that, 
before Honour is Humility. „ 6 


Vol. II. F | 6. For 
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6. Fox Humility is a bright Light in the Heart, 


wherein at once is diſcovered to us our own X. 
thingneſs, and the high Majeſty and over-flowing 
Goodaeſs of Gon, When a Man ſees his own 
Emptineſs, and how he is without Form, and per- 
tectly ved, being naked and deſtitute of every 
Thing that is good, the Dar#re/s, which was upon 
the Face of his Mind, begins inſtantly to break a- 
way; and he betakes himſelf carneſtly to bro for 
the Grace and Mercy of Gop, to fill his Vacuity, 
and to make him what He would pleaſe to have 
him, in the Order of the new Creation. So he 
pants after, and betakes himſolf to GoD, as to the 
Original and Fountain of all Good Things; defi- 
ring to know Him aright, to praiſe Him, and to 
honour Him as he ſhould, This Deſire being thus 
begotten in him, he pours out his Heart by him- 
felt, and ſays; I hen fall I come to appear before 
ihe Preſence of Gop? And then finding an utter 
Inability in himſelf, and beholding Gop as at an 
inhnite Diſtance, his Soul is fore vexed within him, 
and Tears are his Meat both Day and Night. 
Now when he thinks hereupon continually, and 
pours out himfelf after this Manner, acknowledg- 
ing from the Ground of his Heart his own Vile- 
nefs ; then one Deep calls to another Deep, even 
the Deep of his Miſery, to the Deep of Gov's 
Mercy. For in this Humility he looks at Gon- 
Majeſty and Greatneſs, as alſo at his ſuper-abun- 
dant Love and Grace. And hcreupon do the 
Streams of Grace ſweetly flow down into ſuch a 
Soul. And Divine Grace thus being communi- 
cated to this thirſty Soul, there is hereby conceiv- 
ed in her a Spirit of Prayer, which ceaſes not to 
aſcend up in holy Afpirations, and to bring down 
the Blefiings of Peace and Righteouſneſs. This 
_ Spirit of Prayer is of Gop molt beloved; and He 
is able to deny nothing that it aſks for. Wholo- 
cver vould attain it, and would have all his Pray- 
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ers and Deſires anſwered by GoD, muſt therefore 
be ſure to keep cloſe to Humility. | 


| +7, MoREoveR, by Fara there is an Illapſe 
of the Holy Spirit into the Soul, whoſe Influences 
grow continually thereb Rronger and ſtronger ; 
and the Love of GoD is by this Means fed abroad 
in our Hearts, by the Holy Ghe/t, which is given 
unto us. For when a Soul, that is conſcious 
of her own Vileneſs, reflects upon the Humiliation 
of the Son of Gon, it is not only humbled, but 
hence alſo in this Humility, there ſpringeth up a 
| moſt noble Flame of Divine Charity, which burn- 
eth more and more Day by Day. And in this 
Divine Love, ſhe, being attracted by Faith unto 
God, is made to love all Men in Gon, and in 
| Chri/t; as calling to Mind the exceeding great 
Love of the Godhead towards Mankind; and par- 
ticularly how her Heavenly Father hath in Chri# 
loved her, and called her: to the Participation of 
his Goodneſs, tho' moſt unworthy. And when 
the Soul is thus drawn into Gop, and is ſwallow- 
ed up in his Love, the Conſequence hereof is this, 
that all thoſe Things or Perſons which are beloved 
by God, the Soul alſo cannot but love in like 
Manner as God loveth them. 


| 8. Ir follows, that if any Good befall our Neigh- 
| dour, Charity will rejoice; but if any Evil hap- 
pen to him, it will make us 5 For the 
kumble and charitable Perſon, behaving bimſelf 
courtcouſly and lovingly towards his Neighbour on 
all Occaſions, doth not_raſhly judge him, if he 
behold his Miſery ; much leſs carry himſelf haugh- 
ih and ſuperciliouſly towards him, or treat him 
with Contempt. For fuch a Soul, can never ſo 
put off the Senſe of her own Miſery and Vilenefs, 
as to deſpiſe another; or to eſteem her ſelf better 
than any, as „ the Mire out of which 
| 2 : ſhe 
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ſhe her ſelf hath been delivered. And if the falleth at 
any Time into any Sin, ſhe judgeth her ſelf; but her 
Neighbour ſhe judgeth not. Humble Charity jude- 
eth it ſelf before all, and maketh us condemn our 
elves rather than others. And the Obſervation of ; 
Neighbour's Calamity, is the Cauſe of the Soul's de- 
icending into her ſelf, and deploring her ſelf before 
Gov. Becauſe in another's Fall, the lovely Soul reads 
her own Defaults, her own Sins, and Tranſgrefſions, 


9. HUMILITY cauſes us meekly to acknowledge, 
that in us, of our own Selves, there is no good 
Thing; and that whatſoever Good may be found 
in us, it is wholly to be aſcribed to the Grace and 
Favour of Gon; according to that of the Apoſtle: 
Net I, but the Grace of Gop which was with me, 
Now whoſoever doth not this, falls into Two 
great Sins. The Firſt is Apo/lacy from Gon, by his 
turning bimſelf from Gob towards himſelf; that is, 
from the true and Supreme BEix c, towards that, 
which is in it ſelf Nething. The Second is Sacri- 
lege, by his taking to himſelf that Honour which 
is due to none but Gop; whoſe, and not Man's, is 
every Thing that may be called Good. He there- 
fore that worketh not all Things in Humility, doth 
ſteal from Gop the Glory that is due to Him, 


_ 10. IF any Man applaud himſelf, either for 
knowing any Thing, for doing any Thing, or far 
being able to rp or that, verily that Man 
takes to himſelf the Honour and Glory which are 
due to Gop only. For this Reaſon Ambition i 
an abominable J __ And Self-love, and Selt- 
eſteem, are no leſs having another Go be. 
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fare Him whoſe Name is IE HOVAH. For thi 
very Reaſon, doth the Devil ſeek to be honoured 
by his Devotees in the World. And truly fuch 2 
vain-glorious Devil, covetous of Honour from the 
World, doth every proud Perſon cheriſh in hv 
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Breaſt. If thou wilt be wiſe, ſee then that thou 
break down this Idol, which is fet up in the Sanc- 
tuary of thy Heart. There are many, who, out 
of an Abhorrence of Idols, are cautious, not even 
to look upon any outward Images; not obſerving all 
the while, that huge Idol which they carry about 
with them in their very Hearts, and whence they 


are ſo dreadfully defiled, as to become an Abomi- 


nation before GOD. For all that which is highly 
elteem'd by Men, through Self-love and Ambition, 
is Abomination before GOD. Whence all the Men 


| that flatter themſelves, complimenting their own 


Honour, or Power, or Ability in any Thing, or 
aſcribing ought to themſelves as their own are 
Idolaters. I hus the whole World liyeth in Idola- 
try; and every Houſe hath its domeſtick Gods, 
and Idols; and the very Abomination of Deſolation 
cometh at laſt to be ſet up in the holy Place, 
which, by ſolemn Covenant, was in Baptiſm dedi- 
cated to Gop and his Spirit. | 


11. Tur Idolatry which defileth thee, proceed- 
eth from within, even from the Heart. For in 
whatſoever thy Heart doth acquieſce and reſt, and 
unto whatſoever it doth cleave, whether it be 


| Wealth, or Honour, or Power, or long Life, that 


aſſeth immediately into an Idol. Forafmuch as 
dolatry is not barely any outward Pollution; but 
that which is internal and ſpiritual, Gop contiders 
all Things by the Heart, trying the Hearts and 
Reins, and thence/judging of all Things. Whence 
Chri/t hath alſo plainly told thee, I Here thy Trea- 


fure is, there will thy Heart be alſe; that is, thy 


Gop, thy Reſt, thy Peace, thy Truſt will be there; 
and there will be thy Paradiſe; yea, there will 
Heaven and all Things be to Thee In what 
ping ſoever therefore thy Mind: doth take up its 
Repole, that thou art to eſteem for thy God. Now 
if thy Heart cleave faſt to Gop only, then s He 
1 13 thy 
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thy God, and bleſſed art thou: According as it is 
written: Bleſſed are the People that have the Lokb 
fer their Gon. And again, Delight thou in the 
LoRD, and He fhall give thee thy Heart's Deſire, 


But if thy Mind cleave to the World, then is the 
World thy God. 


tz. #/'OQ DEN Idols are caſily avoided; but 
take Herd of the Idols of Gold. It is no hard 
Matter to keep from dead Idols; but take Heed 
thou worſhip not the living ones, and eſpecial! 
thy ſelf. For as ſoon as thou challengeſt to thy ſ 

either Honour, or Praiſe, or Knowledge, or Pow- 
er, or Might, thou ſetteſt up thy ſelf in the Place 
of (30D. Which moſt peſtilent Idolatry, is ſtruck 
at by Gop, when He denieth that He will give 
his Glory to another. For Honour and Glory is 
due to none but Him, who is the moſt High, and 
the moſt Holy One, and is the Sovereign and the 
Everlaſting Gop. 


13- WHEREFORE, Whoſoever forgets himſelf 
ſo as not to depend on Gop, who alone is A! 
Things, as doth a Shadow on its „ thinking 
himfelf to be SOMETHING, when he is NOTHING, 
he deceiveth himſelf. Gal. vi. 3. For he falls 
from the unchangeable Geod into Vanity, and from 
Truth it ſelf into a Lie. And this is not only the 
greateſt of Sins, but of Puniſhments alſo. For Man, 
the more he turns from God, approaches ſo much 
the nearer to Miſery, and puniſhes the very Sin, 
which he commits. And he then turns himſelf 
away from Gon, and ſorſakes the Reck of bis Sal. 
vation, whenſoever he doth arrogate to himſelf 1 
know not what of Power, or Str „or Art, or 
Skill, or Wiſdom, or Honour, or Merit, ſo as to 
be willing to be thought Somebody, and to be Some 
thing accounted of; when in very Deed, all theſc 
do in no wiſe belong to Man, or to any Crna 

cl mL 


| 


— 


SN erer 


„ gs Fay = 


zz — e FF SE W® 


a TT» cw 8QW a> = 


— 
- 


SS Q';> © + ww rt 


-.- 
© 


| True Chriſtianity. 67 


but to Go only. For every Creature, as was 
ſaid, is a mere ow, and of it ſelf is merely 
Nothing; even ſo as the Life, Subſtance, Faculty, 
Wiſdom, Powers and Strength which it ſeems to 
have, are not properly its own, but Gop's only. 


CHAP. II. 
Of Love. 


OVE is the of all Virtues, and 
without it all Gifts are unprofitable. But a 
Man may err or miſtake therein as eaſily as 

in any Thing elſe. Therefore nothing ought to 
be look'd upon with a more ſuſpicious Eye, than 
Love. For there is nothing which can ſo power- 
fully incline, force, or reſtrain, and fo 1 ws. 
penetrate the Mind, as Love. Therefore, if Love 
be not ruled by the true Light, or the Holy Ghoſt, 
it may precipitate the Soul into a Thouſand Cala- 
mities, 


2. THEREFORE it is highly neceſſary that our 
Love be guided and ruled by — and co- 
pying after the whole Life of Chrift and his holy 
duffcrings; out of which nothing but all pure Love 
ſhineth forth. He loved Go above all 
Things. He loved Man with a-pureu Love, 
He did and ſpake nothing for his on Sake, but all 
for ours. hatſoever He did and ſpake was for 
our Benefit; not He was profited by it, but we. 


3. Tuts is a pure undeßled Love, which no- 


king is too difficult for; which e 
ing, 


68 True Cbriſtianity. 


thing; which ſpares not it ſelf, but gives it ſelf 
for the Beloved, even unto Death. hatſoever 
Crofles and Sufferings Gop ſends, this Love takes 
all for Good; and is very well contented with 
every Thing that Gop willeth; for it knows that 
Gob orders all Things well. 
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4. AND ſeeing that Love unites itſelf to the 
Beloved, it learns alſo his Manners, follows Him 
for his Love's fake, and does what is well-pleaſ- 
ing unto Him: So He that loves Chi, learns 
his Manner of Life, conforms himſelf to his I- 
mage, and remains all the Days of his Life under 
the Croſs of Chriſt. Chrift, during his whole Life, 
bore the Croſs of Poverty, Contempt, and Pain, 
And every Chriſtian is to endeavour that his Love 
be not falſe, but pure as His. 


5. Tn1s pure Love, derived from Chrift and 
the Holy Ghoſt, works in Man every good Thing. 
It is Joy unto it to do Good, for it can do nothing 
elſe; like as the LORD GoÞ ſays, I will rene WM © 
over them to de them good. Why? Becauſe Gov i a 
is Love, which can do nothing elſe but what 
it is in its own' Being. And this is a Character 
of Pure and True Love. For this Love doth W is 
not ſay: I am not obliged to do this or that; but ti 
where it hath 20 Law, there it is a Law unto it h 
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| ſelf, only that it may do much Good; for other- 
| Wiſe, Love would not continue to be Love. 


Tux Properties of true Love are theſe : (I.) 2 
Love ſubmits it ſelf to the Will of the Beloved. or 
(2.) True Love abandons all other Friendſhip 
which is contrary to its Beloved. (3.) One Friend 
diſcovers his Heart unto the other. (4.) A true C 
Lover endeavours to be made conformable unto Wl fo 
his Beloved; in his Manners, and in all his Life. ? 
Is the Beloved poor? The Lover will be poor 4 
| him. 
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him. Is the Beloved deſpiſed? The Lover alſo bears 
his Contempt. Is he Sick? The Lover is lick no 
les. Thus Love makes between them an Equali- 
ty, that they have the ſame Proſperities and Adver- 
ities. For there muſt be ſuch a Communion be- 
tween the Lover and the Beloved, as that each of 
them be made Partaker of the other's Good as w 


as Evil. | 


6. AFTER this Manner our Lokp is become 
our Friend. For (1.) His Love hath ſubmitted it 


| ſelf to the Will of Man, and was obedient unto 


the Croſs : nay, for the Sake of Man He hath ſub- 
mitted his Will to every one, even to his Ene 
mies. (2.) He hath neglected all other Friend» 
ſhip; nay, He even forgot Himſelf, and {pared 
not his own Body and Lite ſor our Sake. EY He 
hath in his Goſpel diſcovered unto us his Heart; 
therefore He ſays: Henceforth I call you not Ser- 
vants ; but I have called you Friends ; far all Things 
that I have beard of my Father, I have made known 
unto you. (4.) He is made like wnto us in all Things, 
only Sin excepted. Phil. ii. 7. He is become poor 
as we are, and martal as we. | 


7. Tus fir Mark of the Love of Ari in us | 


is avoidi Love of the World. For when 
thou conſidereſt Chri/t in his holy Poverty, entire: 
ly empty of Love to temporal Things, his Love 
will alſo move thee to put off the Love of the 
World, and to deſpiſe the ſame, ſo that thou wilt 
deſire nothing in the World, but thy Lox p Chi; 
and wilt not put thy Confidence in any Creature 
or any carthly Afſlance, | | re" 


_ SECONDLY, Thou wilt willingly bear, for 


Chrift, Reproach and Contempt from, the World, 
for the Sake of his holy Reproach z nay, with St. 
Paul, thou wilt account it thy Glory, and rejoice 

ry 
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in it. Eph. iii. 13. Thou wilt not be troubled, 
when the World makes no Account of thee; for 
this was thy Redeemer's Life in this World. This 
ſhall be thy Satisfaction, that Chr:/? is thy Glory, 
Light, Strength, Power, Victory, and Wiſdom. 
For to „alleio Chrift is the higheſt Wiſdom, 


THriRDLyY, Thou ſhalt eſteem the Cya, f 
Chrift, beyond all the Treafures of the World. 
For if it were not ſo, Chri/t would not have 
taught thee ſo, and put it ſo before thine Eyes 
with his own Life and Example. But thou ſeeſt 
Himſelf is gone this narrow Path. Yet there are 
few that follow Him. For it is not an eaſy Thing 
to conquer himſelf, and to renounce the World, 
and all that one hath. This is the narrow II, 
and few there be that find it. 


Taz fourth Mark of the Love of Chrrft is, to 
have never out of their Thoughts the beloved 
Jeſus; but to ſet Him always before us by Faith, 
and to conſider the Works of his Love. 


8. THERE are chiefly five Arguments of the 
Love of Gop. (1.) Chriſt's Incarnation. (2. 
His Suffering. (3.) God's Indwelling in us. (4) 
God's Love ſhining forth out o the Creatures. (5.) 
His Amiableneſs in his own Being, ſurpaſſing all 
created Things. | 


THras is one of the greateſt Demonſtrations of 
the Love of Gon, that Gop is made Man, and 
hath taken upon Him what is Human, that He 
might give us what is Divine. He is become 2 
Son of Man, that He may make us Children of 
Gop. He came down to us upon Earth, that He 
might lift us up into Heaven. O what a noble 


Change! all for this End, that we in Him might , 


be loved of Gop. It is like as if God did call 


down 
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down from Heaven, ſaying, O ye Men, behold 
„% my beloved Son! Him I have ſuffered to be- 
« come Man, that He might be a living Ex- 
„ ample and Witneſs of my Love to you; that 
6 Th might bring you all with Himſelf unto Me, 
and ye all mig ht be made my Children and 
« Heirs 5 = Sour bk the Lord calls Himſelf al- 
ways in the Goſpel, the Son if Man, out of an 


iniimate Love to us. 


Ar; Sg of his Love; yet his Syfering and Dying 
for our Sins, is ſtill a greater. Fer greater Live 
lath no Man than this, that a Man lay down his 


— * uw. © = 1 1 * 


Gop hath ſent his Son, to be the Prad for 
ur Sins. This is the higheſt and compleateſt 
Love. If Gop could have found out another 
Means to redeem us, it would not have been the 


toy upon us the higheſt Love, and that 1 might 
not be able to ſay, Gon hath ſomething which He 
loves ſo dearly, that He would not give it us; He 
bath given us his deareſt Son; and not only given 
Him, but given Him alſo to be the Prapitiatian for 
vr Hing. He could not have ſhewed us any grea- 


wn Son, but delivered Him up for us all, Mall He 
(Wt = Him —__ 7g hex give us all Things ? Rom. 


cath? — — ſur 
1 Eternal Life, all 14 is Gop's hall be ours. 
V. xxl. 7. He that overcometh Hall inherit all 


. bings. 


» 
| WPVards us, by his comfortable Duelling among 
n we 
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9. Bur altho' his Holy ast is a Front ' 


Life for his Friend. In this was manifeſted the 
Live of GOD towards us, ( faith St. Jahn) that 


ige Love ſhewn unto us. That he might be- 


er Love. Therein Gop commendeth his Love - 
wards us, Rom. v. 8. And He that ſpared nat his 


958 us that which is the 
cly give us that which is leſs. 


10. In the mean Time Gon ſheweth His Love Z 
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us, and in ws. O what a Comfort is this, that 
Gop hath ſanctified our Heart, and dedicated i: 
to be his Dwelling Place! Formerly, in the 0% 
Te/flament, when the Tabernacle and Sanctuan 
were finiſhed,” Moſes was to ſprinkle it with th: 
Blood of the Sacrifice; for a/noft all Things wer, 
3 the Lato pur ged with Blood. Heb. ix. 22. And 

ereupon the Glory of GopD came from Heaven, 
and filled the Tabernacle. Exod. xl. 34. So alſo af- 
ter Chriſt had died for our Sins, and we were 
ſanctified thro* his Blood, Gop comes to us, and 
makes his Abode with us. Whom we love, with 
him we delight to be. Gop loveth Mankind, 
therefore He delights to be with them, and to have 
his Habitatian among them. Iſai. Ivii. 15. J t& 
Lory' divell in the high and holy Place; with bin 
alſo that is of a tontrite and humble Spirit, to revive 
the Spirit of the humble, and to revive the Heart i 
the contrite ones, And this now, that Gop love 
us, and is with us, ought to comfort us in all ou i e 
Calamities; in Poverty, in Sickneſs, in Perſecu-W i; 
tion, and in Contempt. The greater Affii&:ons nM U 
Earth, the greater Joy and Glory in Heaven. 2 Co. h 
iv. 17. And this is the Reaſon why Gop makes « 
many People ſorrowful, that He may dwell in « 
their Hearts; for He delights no where more to « 
dwell, than in a poor and contrite Spirit. Plaim 
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XxXxiv. 19. Ifai. Ixvi. 2. Gop fills us here wich alt 
his Grace, that He may fill us hereafter with | di, 
Glory. p & 60 

11. Tux Love of Gop ſhineth alſo forth Il *« 
of the Creatures, When St. Paul would wilh 00 « 
his Epheſians the beſt Thing, he wiſhes that thy ar 
might #now the Love of GOD, and be able w ane 
comprehend with all Saints, what is the Bread ſclt 


and Length, and-Depth, and Heighth of the ſame 
As if he had ſaid, the Love of God is hight 
than Heaven, deeper than the Sea, broader 5 
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the Earth, longer than it is from E to est. 
Yea, Heaven and Earth are full of the Love of 
Gop. For all that Gop hath created, be it viſible 
or inviſible, He hath created for this End, that his 
unexpreſſible Goodneſs and Love might therein be 
manifeſted. And therefore He hath given to Man 
both inward and outward Senſes, that thereby he 
might perceive the Love of GOD. For all that 
Man can apprehend by his Underſtanding, as well 
as what he apprehends with his outward Senſes, 
bears Witneſs to the Love of Gop. All that 
Man hath, is a Teſtimony of the Love of Gon; 
my, all Creatures, viſible and inviſible, are, as it 
were, ſo many of GobD, denouncing 
unto us his Love; and He ſpeaketh to us through 
them, as if he did fay, „ Behold Heaven and 
« Earth, and all Creatures! all this I have created 
« out of Love to Man.” And whenever we per- 
ceive the Pleaſantneſs of the Creatures, we per- 
ceive the Goodneſs of Gop ; ſo that both with 
inward and outward Senſes we may taſte and ſce 
that the Lokp is good. The Sun ſpeaks to us 
his Light and Warmth, as if he did ſay, „Loo 
upon me, I am the greateſt and brighteſt among 
ug © all viſible Creatures; He muſt be a great Lokp, 
1088 © that made me.” But not only through the fair 
an i and glorious Creatures Gop ſpeaketh thus to us, but 
g alſo through the moſt deſpicable Worms, as if He 
w did fay, 4 Lo, to me thy Creator, thou. art be- 
„ holden, that I made thee a Man, and not a 
„orm. That Gop, who could have made 
8 © thee a Vorm, hath out of made thee a 
1 088 © Man.” Thus Gop ſpeaks unto Man through 
be ALL the Creatures; declares unto him his Love; 
do and invites, allures, leads, and draws us unto Him- 
a ff. This is the Wiſdom of Gop, which utter- 
me eth her Voice in the Streets, which rejoiceth in the 
babitable Part of the Earth, and whoſe Delights are 
wth the Sons 0 Men. , * 
Vor. II. G 12. Nay, 
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12. Nay, we are inclgſed in the Love of Gon, 
as we are all incloſed under Heaven; /ceing that in 
Gop we live, and move, and have our Being. 
As Xvii. 28. For, as a Man can retire himſelf 
no where, but he will always have Heaven round 
about him, above him, and beneath him, and on 
every Side; ſo a Man can go no where but the 
Love of Gop follows after him, and calls him 
through all the Creatures, ſaying, 4 Whither wilt 
&« thou go, my Child? Whither wilt thou flee from 
« my. Preſence? If thou aſcend up into Heaven, I 
« am there. I, thou makeſt thy Bed in Hell, I an 
ce there a T thou tak:s/t the I ings of the Morn- 
& ing, and awelleſt in the utterms/t Parts of the 
« Sea, even there ſhall my Hand lead thee, and ny 
« right Hand ſhall hald thee. Therefore come unto 
« Me, and acknowledge my Love and Grace, by 
e which I meet thee in all Creatures. Halt thou 
&« ſinned? Grace abounds with Me. Haſt thou leſt 
% Me? My Mercy hath not left thee, but is con- 
<« tinually running, after thee, hath been calling 
« to thee, and as a wandring Sheep, hath ſought 
« after thee. And if thou believeſt not thoſe valt 
« Teſtimonies of all the Creatures, belicve yet 
« the Teſtimony of my dear Son. Thou canſt 
« no where elſe And Reſt for thy Soul. Turn which 
« Way thou wilt, thou mult and canſt only rci 


« in my Love and Grace.” O bleſſed is that | 


Heart, which underſtandeth that Heaven and Earth 
are full of he Love of Go, and that He hath 
as many. Witneſſes of his Love, as He hath made 
Creatures. But the greateſt and higheſt Witneß 
of all, is the Sen of GOD. | | 


13. WE know alſo the Love of Gop, frm 
tis awn lovely Being. For from the Liſians of the 
Pr-phets, and the Revelation of St. Jahn, we can 
obtcrve, that Gop is fo lovely and beautiful, as te 
tranſcend infinitely all Beauty and Lovelinels a 
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the World. He is the Beauty of all beautiful 
Things; the Lowelineſs of all lovely Things; the 
Life of all the N He is ALL. An antient 
Father hath ſaid, „ Gop is ſo lovely and beauti- 
« ful, that if a Man were in a fiery Puri and 
« did ſee the Beauty and Glory of Him but for 
© one Moment, the greateſt "Torment would be 
« changed into the greateſt Joy; as it happened 
« unto St. Stephen, when he faid, Behold, I ſee 
« the Heavens opencd, and the Son of Man flanding 
« on the Right Hand of Gon.” Gob is ſo lovely 
and beautiful, that if a Man did ſee Him for a 
thouſand Years together, it would ſeem unto him 
but one Hour. For in beholding the Lovelineſs 
and Glory of Gop, all Time is ſwallowed up into 
Eternity; fo that the more any one ſees Gop, the 
more he is willing to ſee of Him; the more one 
loves Him, the more he will love Him; and the 
more one praiſes Him, the more will he praiſe 
Him. Holy Souls can never be ſatiated with the 
Love and Praiſe of Gop. Hence, although the 
holy Angels have ſeen Gop from the Beginning 
of their Creation, they have not yet ſeen Him 
enough : And altho* they have praiſed Him from 
the Beginning; they have not yet praiſed Him 
enough. For God' is infinite in his Beauty, 
Lovelineſs, and Glory, therefore no Creature can 
lave Him enough. Gop is fo amiable, that the 
more one loves Him, the more he deſires to love 
Him. He is fo Praiſe-worthy, that the End of 
his Praifes cannot be attained ; fo levely to be 
looked upon, that Looking upon Him makes ne- 
ver weary ; ſo comfortable to be heard, that He 
never can be heard enough. If one might taſte 
but a little Drop of the perfect Love of Gop, all 
Joys and Pleaſures of this World would be chan- 
ged into Bitterneſs. The Saints have endured the 
preateſt Torments for the Love of Gov, and 
bare given up their _ and Body; and if — 
| 2 
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had a "heme Bodies, he ſhould hazard them 
— only that he might keep the Love of Gop; 
2 Bl ſalmiſt ſays, LORD, thy moe Kindvn Sug 10 

hots than Life; = N s ſhall praiſe 
is ſo high, ſo noble, ſo pure a oy that the 
more one knows, Him, the more he ali Him, 


He is ſuch a deſireable Sweetneſs, that the more 


one taſtes of Him, the ſweeter He becomes; and 
the more one loves Him, the more his Lovelineſs 


increaſeth. Blefled is that Soul which is filled with 


the Love of Gop. It will feel ſuch a Sweetneſs 
and Delight as cannot be found among Creatures, 


14. Ir thou duly conſidereſt Chrift crucified, 
thou ſhalt ſee nothing in Him, but all pure, per- 
uu al He will ſhew thee 

his Heart, and fay : «+ Behold, in this Heart there 


is no Deceit, but the higheſt Faithfulneſs and 


« Truth. Incline thine Head unto me, and reſt 
upon my Heart; open thy Mouth, and drink 
aut of my Wounds the ſweeteſt Love, which out 
<« of the Heart of my Father | tprings up and flows 
40 rough Me. Tor 


I5. Warn thou ſhalt taſte this Love, thou 
wilt forget and deſpiſe for it, all the World, and 
be defirous of nothing elſe, but of this Love, and 
wilt ſay to thy LORD: O Lord, give me 
« _ more than the Sweetneſs of thy Love; 
« nay, if Lhou would'it give me the whole "Would, 


12 efire it not: v deze nothing de bur The 


« and thy Love.” 
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C:oll-AcEiceo hk £ hot 6 
Of the Knowledge Go. 


OD. is an Eternal, Perſect, Infinite, Sub- 
ſtantial Good, full of Love and Joy, and 
therefore He will be known by a living 
Faith, in Spirit and in Truth. But this cannot 
be, except a Man do really tafte and feel in his 
Heart, his Goodneſs, Sweetneſs, Loving-kindnefs, 
and Comfort. = -1f 


2. Now, ſeeing Man hath loſt this excellent 
Good by Sin, 'and the Devil hath got a Habitation 
in, and Poſſeſſion of him; who works in him all 
his own Works; Man therefore, through Faith of 
the Operation of GoDp, muſt be turned again 
from the H//:r/d unto God, from the Devi unto 
Jeſus Chrijt, and Satan with his Works muſt be 
driven out, and utterly diſpoſſeſſed. For as long 
as Satan's Works are in Man, GoD works not 
in him, but his Works are hindred, that the Soul 
cannot tate that Gor 75 good. | This is the Rea- 
fon, why there are ſo few that know Gop. aright, 
ſeeing in the greateſt: Part of Men the Works of 
datan have the Dominion. The molt part ſtick to 
the World, to the Creatures, and to Themſelves. 


3. Bur they Who will rightly know and feel 
the LoRD, muſt be joined unto Him, and be one 
Spirit with Him. And the more this is done, the 
more Gop manifeſts Himſelf in the believing, lov- 
ing Soul; the more the Heart is turned from the 
K G 3 World 
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underſtands, that Gop is All; the true, perfect, 


I ti Heaven but Thee? And there it none upon Earth 
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World unto Gop, the more Gob is united to the 
Soul. For all Love to the World muſt be turned 
out, if the Love of Gop ſhall enter in. JF any 
Man leve the World, the Love of the Father is mt 
i: hn. And where Gop finds a Soul empty of 
the World, he fills it with Humſelf, and with all 
his. Goodneſs. The more the Heart is empty of 
Love to the World, the more Gop filleth it with 
his Light and Comfort, Therefore, an ancient 
Father ſays: In an empty, ftill, and quiet Soul, it 
can be better felt, than ex/reſſed what GOD 15. 


4. Thou canſt not underſtand better that Gon 
is kind and loving, than when thou feeleſt his 
Comfort: None can teach thee better that Gow is 
a Being full of Joy, than Gop Himſelf, when He 
rejoices in thee. And ſo it is with all the other 
Things of Gop. If He does not Himſelf work al! 
in thee, thou ſhalt never come to a living Know- 
ledge of Him. For, ts know Gon, is impoſſible te 
Man, ſaith St. Aulin. Therefore none ſhall ever 
be able to know what Go is, unleſs GoD makes 
known and men:fefts Himſelf. But when a Heart 
feels the living Word of Gon, then it knows and 


eternal Good, end better than all that any Heart 
can wiſh or think. For beyond this eternal, high- 
eſt Good, no Creature can think, or with for any 


5. Uros this Ground David fays, IWhom have 


that I defire beſides Thee. This is a Soul which 
hath taſted the perfet Good, in which all Love 
to the World is vaniſhed away, and which hath 
no Pleaſure nor Delight in-earthly Things, but in 
God alone. And this is the true, ſenſible, and 
experimental Knowledge of Gop, which is fell 
and taſted in the Heart. That we may know 
* | the 
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the more, let us conſider” firſt, the outward and 
temporal Benefits; then the ſpiritual and eternal 


Ones, which Gop doth unto us. 


6. God hath created nothing, either viſible or 
inviſible, which may not be ſerviceable to Man. 
The 7mvifeble Creatures, hich are miniſtring unto 
us, are the holy Angels, whoſe Wiſdom, Strength, 
Diligence and Watchfulneſs over us, is declared 
in many Places of Scripture; ſo that even many 
Angels are to wait upon one Man ; witneſs the 
Hiſtory of the Patriarch Facob, and of the Prophet 
k/jha. Becauſe many evil Spirits lay in wait for 
one Man to deſtroy him; therefore many holy 
Watchmen are ordered by Gop- for his Defence, 
Seving then, Gop makes his own Miniſters and 
Princes to defend, and to watch over us, it is 
plain, this is an exceeding great Benefit; as it is, 
when a Prince appoints his own Miniſters to con- 
duct and defend one that is to travel through a 
Wilderneſs, or a Country of his Enemies. 

7. Loox upon the Firmament, and conſider, 
how Gop hath inted it for thy Service. Be- 
hold the won Courſe of the Sun and Moon's 
Why do they run ſo unwearied Day and Night, 
and reſt not one Moment? Are they not induſtri- 
ous Servants of Man? For Gon hath no Neod of 
their Service, He wants none of their Operations, 
nor their Light; but Man is in Want thereof. 
The Sun ſerves thee like an unwearied Servant, 
which every Morning riſes early, and carries be- 
tore thes-the Light, and puts thee in Remem- 


brance of the eternal Light, which is Chri/t, and 
his divine Word. The Night covers thee with 
her Shadow, and teaches thee to abide under the 
Shadow f the Ae High. Plal: xci. 1. The 
Men is like an unwearied Hand-Maid; fetching 
in Water, and watering! the Earth. Nay, there 

| 15 


80 True Chriſtianity. 


is not fo much as one little Star, which hath not 
received one or other Bleſſing for the Benefit of 


Man. 


8. BenoLD the Air and the Winds, how fair 
and clear make they the Firmament, diſpelling the 
Clouds, driving them together as great Water- 
Tuns, and pouring them forth upon the Earth, 
And it. is very marvellous, that Gop bindeth up 
the Waters in his thick Clouds, and the Cloud i, 
not rent under them. Job xxvi. 8. But the Air 
mult bear and hold them up; the Clouds being 
nothing elſe but a moiſt Vapour, which is after- 
wards reſolyed into n Drops of Water. Job 
XXVi. 27. Thunder, Li htnings, and Hail, ſerve 
us to acknowledge thereby the Power of Gop, 
to pray to Him, and to'thank Him when He hath 
preſerved us in a terrible Tempeſt. 


9. BEHOLD the Earth, that great Store-Houſe 
of Victuals, and Treaſury of Gop. It brings 
forth Meat and Drink, Phyfick and Cloathing, 
Houfes and Tents, and all the various Metals, 
Gold and Silver. Each Month produces its Flow- 
ers, which preſent themſelves to our Sight; as if 
they would fay, «© Here we are, and bring our 
* Gitte and preſent you with them, as good as 
« we received them from our Creator.” _ 
behold a Foreſt, which is the Habitation of wi 
Beaſts; Gp hath put them under Man, and 
made him have Dominion over them. 


* 16. Bur if one would enumerate all the temps- 
ral Benefits of Gon, he would find it impoffible 
to number only them that are in one particular 
Country. For there is not the leaſt Apple, or any 
other Fruit, but it is à Benefit of Gop; ſhould 
not We then learn therefrom to know our goo 
and bountiful” GOD? If a+ great” Potentate ws 


wn, 2 i 
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. 


True Chriſtianity. 81 


make ſubject unto thee his whole Kingdom, and 
all his Dominions, Nobles, and ſtrong, powerful 


| Men; nay, all his Subjects, and did command 


them to guard, defend, preſerve, to cloath, cure, 
and feed thee, and to take Care that thou ſhouldſt 
want nothing at all; Would'ſt thou not love him, 
and account him to be a loving, bountiful Lord? 
How then oughteſt thou to love the Lorp th 
Gon, who hath kept nothing back for Himſelf, 
but appointed to thy Service all that is in Heaven, 
and from Heaven, and all that is upon Earth, or 
any where ? For He wants no Creatures for Him- 
ſelf, and hath excepted Nothing from thy Service, 
neither in all the Hoſts. of Holy Angels, nor in any 
of his Creatures under the Stars. we will, 

are ready to ſerve us: nay, Hell it ſelf muſt ſerve 
us, by bringing upon us Fear and Terror, that we 
may not | 


11. LET us now from the outward Creatures, aſ- 
cend unto Gap our Creator, and conſider his ſpiri- 
tual Benefits. Hath not the Holy Trinity, and each 
Perſon in particular, beſtow&@ upon Man great 
Grace and Beneficence ? . The Father hath given 
us his own Son; and ſball He not with Him, freely 
give us all Things? Hath not Gop the Son given 
us Himſelf, and all that He is, and that He hath ? 
Rim. v. 8. GoD commendeth his Love towards 
ui, in that while we tuere yet Sinners Chriſt died for 
vw. Is not the Holy Ghoſt within us, iluminaty 
ing, purifying, teaching, comforting, beautifyin 
and adorning us with his Gifts ? Rom. viii. 16. He 
beareth Witneſs with aur Spirit, that be are the 


12. Gop's Mercy, pours forth it ſelf entirely 
upon us, and os BR whereby Men could 
be moved to the Love of Gop. As many Bene» 
is Gop beſtows upon, us, ſo many Meſſengers 
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He ſends for us to come and to enjoy his Love. If 
thou ſhouldeſt aſk the Scriptures, the Angels, all 
the Prophets, and all the Saints of Gop, nay, all 
Creatures beſides; From whence come you? They 
would anfwer, « We. are the Meſſengers of the 
« Mercy of Gop; We carry Fire and Flames, 
« that the Heart of Man, all frozen, might be 
„ warmed and kindled again in the Love cf 

6 Gop.” Yet all thoſe Numbers of flaming Mef- 
ſengers, are not able to warm the dead, cold and 
frozen Heart. This is the greateſt Wonder the 
Devil can effect, that he makes a Human Heart ſo 
cold, that Warmth cannot be raiſed therein, by fo 
many Flames of the Love of Gop. 


12. Ver hearken, O Man, and confider where 
thy Freter hath placed thee: Namely, in the mid- 
dle among ſo many Benefits, where the glorious 
Angels ſurround thee with their flaming Love, and 
where there are ſo many Creatures and Meflengers 
of GoD, all proclaiming unto thee his Love. 
Wherein now hath GoD Almighty trangreſſed 
againſt thee ? Whereby hath He deſerved, that 
thou' wilt not love and praiſe Him ? If it be too 
little what He hath done for thee; behold ! He 
offers to do ſtill more. He will create for thee a 
new Heaven and a new Earth, and will build up 
a new, glorious, heavenly City; which his ny 
will lighten; nay, He will illuminate thee wi 
his own Light and Glory. ; | 

14. And ſeeing Gop hath implanted Love in 
all human Hearts ; tell me, if thy Love could be 
bought of thee, unto whom wouldeſt thou fell it 
rather, than unto the Loxpd thy Gop? But think- 
eſt thou, Gop hath not bought of thee thy Love 
dear enough, and hath not paid for it a Price ſuf- 
fhcient ? Hath not He given thee his deareſt Son 


for it, and Heaven and Earth beſides? All thou 
% ; CX* 
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expecteſt to get for thy Love from the World, is 
nothing, in Compariton to what Gon hath given 
thee, and what He further hath prepared for them 
that /ove Him. The World giveth thee, perhaps, 
a Handful of Honour and Kiches, accompanied 
with many Troubles; and yet. thou loveſt it. 
Why doſt thou not rather love Gop, the everlaſt- 


ing Goo? 
15. Bur if thy Love will not be bought nor 
ſold, but rather beſtow it ſelf freely upon what 
thou likeſt beſt, what can Love find to be lik'd 


better than the ſupreme, eternal, and 19, beauti- 
e Goop ? For every Thing we love, is our 


Beauty and Ornament. And if thou loveſt Gop, 


thou ſhalt make him thereby thy Beauty, and thy 
Ornament. And nothing can ever make 
more lovely, than the Love of Gon in thy Soul. 


16. LASTLY. It is but juſt and reaſonable, 
that we ſhould love Him who hath loved us firft, 
1 John iv. 19. Take an Account of all the Bene- 
its of Gop, and ſum them up, ſo ſhalt thou find 
that all the Creatures are full of the Love of Gop. 
This Love follows and ſurrounds thee every where, 
{ that thou canſt not hide thy ſelf from it. Lhou 
muſt enjoy it almoſt whether. thou wilt or no, 
unleſs thou wouldeſt live no more. Now we 
know that all the Brutes love them of whom they 
xe loved. Wouldeſt thou be worſe than a Brute, 
hating thy Benefactor, in whoſe Love thou liveſt 
and moveſt, ſtandeſt and walkeft, ſleepeſt 
wakeſt ? But like as a Thing that is to be K | 
muſt be held to the Fire till it takes Flame; ſo 
allo art thou to expoſe thy Heart to the Fire of the 
Love of Gop, till it be kindled and inflamed 
tberein. So let the Eternal High Prieſt 7% 
C, kindle the Sacrifice of thine Heart, by the 
"xs of is F fr NE MAR HI Fanden 


ove, 
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Love, was burning towards us from Eternity ; for 
He loved us before the Foundation of the World. 
But afterwards it hath gloriouſly ſhewn forth it ſelf 
in the Loxp's Incarnation and Birth; and chiefy 
in his holy Sufferings and Death, whereby He hath 
beſtowed upon us the higheſt Love. And this Fire 
of his flaming Love to us will not be extinguiſhed 
to all Eternity. Unto this Fire keep thou with 
thy cold Heart, that thou mayeſt be kindled with, 
and united to, the Love of Crip. 


17. Tax Love of Gor willeth, that a loving 
Soul do good unto all Men, and be profitable both 
unto Foes and Friends; not for the Sake of he 
own Profit and Honout, but only for the Love of 
God, which cauſeth or moveth his Omnipotence, 
to deſcend and to draw nigh unto us, Which 
alſo, out of its immenſe Treaſure, gives us all we 
have, to the End, that we ſhall give again out cf 
Love, what his Love hath given us, out of the 
Treaſure of his Omnipotence, Therefore, O Man, 
have a Care that thou appropriate nothing to thy 
ſelf, but reſtore, all to the Qmnipotence of Gon, 
who Himſelf is all that thou haſt, and all that thou 
art. No Creature can either give, or take away 
from thee, any Thing: "tis only the Omnipotence 
of Got which does it. No Creature alſo can com- 
fort thee, but the Love of Gop alone. 


18. In this Love, the loving Soul ſces the Ful- 
neſs of Gop's incomprehenhble Omnipotence, 
which comprehends Heaven and Earth, the Se: 
and the dry Land, but cannot be comprehendec 
any Thing. For the whole World is, to the 
nipotence of Go, as a, Drop of a Bucke!, 
and as the ſmall Duſt of the Balance. Ifa. xl. 15. 


19. Axp out of the F ulneſs. of Gop's Omni. 
potence, all Powers of all the Angels, Men, ”m 


PC 
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all the Creatures, come forth. Therein ſtands the 
Firmament of Heaven. From the ſame proceeds 
the Motion of the Sea, and the Virtues of the 
Farth. . So. that Heaven and Earth are full of 
God; full of Divine Power and Operation; full 
or the Spirit of the Loxd. V. i. 7. The Pow- 
Wc: of Gop, which is the Might of his Love, 
comprehends, inclofes, and Ceplenithes all Things, 
but is comprehended by none. 


20. BuT as preat and high as Gop is in his 
Omnipotence, ſo little and low is He made by his 
Love. Behold our LORD Je Gif the hving 
Von, and powerful Arm = ob, by whom were 
all Things rolls; and by whom all Things con- 
. Col. i. 16, 17. How deeply is He brought 
down. by his Love, and how low hath He made 
himſelf unto all Creatures ? 


21. THEREFORE as we Cannot fathom, much 
lefs in Words expreſs, the Omnipotence of Gop: 
do we cannot reach with our ughts the Hu- 
mility of CH. Nevertheleſs, as deep as He is 
deſcended, ſo hi ich is He alſo aſcended up far above 
all Heavens. Eok. iv. 10. And unto Him be Ho- 
nour and Praiſe to all Eternity. Amen. 


Tur Afpiration of a Loving Soul to Out- 
POTENT LOVE. 


O Gov! O Jeſu! O Bleſſel Spirit 
Thou unchangeable Mind! 
Thou unextinguiſhable Light! 
Thou Peace never to be diſturbed! © 
Thou indiviſible Unity! J 
Thou infallible Truth! 
Thou ineffable Bounty ! 
Thou immeaſurable Might! 
Thou izfinite Wiſdom ! "_ 
Vox. II. H mug 
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Thou incomprehenſible Goodneſs! 

Thou Omnipotent Eternity 
Thou All-filling Sunplicity ! 
Thou All-governing Beginning! 
Thou All-moving Stability 
Thou Lite of all the Living! | 
Thou Intellect of all intellectual Beings! 
Thou Operation,of all operating Ihings 
Do Thou enlighten me, do Thou enliven me, 

and do Thou ſanctify me. 


22. ALL thoſe Souls that love Gon, acknow- 
ledge Him as the higheſt and mutt holy Rightcouf 
neſs, whach gocs through all, and Over all. This k 
in Gon, his maſt holy Will; in Angels and Men, 
holy Obedience; in all Creatures, it is the Order 
of Nature, whereby Gon hath ordered all Thing 
in Number, Weight, and Meaſure. All that s 
done againſt it, is contrary to Gop and Nature. 
All Sins therefore in the World, are committed 
againſt Gop's Righteouſucſs; and the Sinner of 
tends thereby all Creatures; even all the Angels in goo 
Heaven, and his own Conſcience, and ſets them in Par 
@ Contraricty againſt Himſelf. For when Gobi ue, 
oſtended, all Creatures alſo are offended. Likewi Wy 1 
when Gon is recopciled, ail Creatures are recon» Wl ih: 
ciled alſo. Out of this Ground, St. Paul fays, that ¶ Lie 
all Things are reeencaled by Chriſt, whether they it 
Thins in Earth, or Things in Heaven: And thi 
by Reaſon that Gop is reconciled through Him, 
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CHAP... 
Of PRAYER. 


F we would, even in. this Life, ann Fs 
taſte of the great and glorious Promiſes, it i 


muſt be obtain'd | by Ea e nt dab 
and continual 9 : 
Admiſſion into the cd Kade of God, woe he 


beg it carneſtly of God, No Man can be deliver- 
«d from. the Power of Sin and the Devil, unleſs he 
offer up his Prayers in the Name of Chri#. For 
though i Cbrift has purchaſed for us all Manner of 
yet without Faith ſhall no Man be 
Partaker of them. And the Properties of Faith 
us, to Fray, to feek, and to knock. By Prayer on- 
ly we are entitled to thoſe gord and perfeBt Gifts 
- WH ib1ch come down from above, from rhe N 
l Lights. Jam. i 1. dag N 5 


O ETzxnAL Gon and Father, teach me, I pray 
Thee, by thy Holy Spirit, that as 7 bave loſt all ty 
hing in A may recover all by riſing 15 
in Chriſt, Seat that I may daily die unto my ſelf, 
by continual — 2 Repentance, and - 
vote and give up mp ſelf entirely to Tee, That / all 
the goud Thi —25 6h Ty mgy be 12 to me, 
trough Jeſus Erik our 


2. Tux Neglect of Prayer is a Violation of the 
of Gop and Cori/t, who mee 
man 
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mands us to Pray without ceaſing. Luke xviii. 1, &. 
Not for His Sake, for He well knows what Things 
we ſtand in Need of; (Matt. vi. 32.) but for our 
own, that we may have a Portion of the Treaſure 
and Kingdom of Gon. He therefore that lives in 
the Neglect of Prayer, is a Breaker of the firſt and 
third Commandment, and a Deſpiſer of Gop; 
bringing voluntary Deſtruction upon himſelf. He 
that neglects Prayer, is a Deſpiſer of the Promiſes 
annex'd to the bo of that Duty. Cal 
upon Me, and I will deliver thee” Aſt, and ye Hul 
receive. Thereby repreſenting Gop as unmindfu! 
of his Promiſes, or not able to fulfill them. By 
the Neglect of Prayer, our Faith, which is the 
great Foundation of Holineſs, does by Degrees 
Poe and decay. For Prayer is the Nouriſhment 
of Faith. : | 4 


3. PRAYER is the Life of Faith, making it 

. fouriſh and proſper like a Tree by the River - Side; 
and Faith is the Root of all that is good in vs. 
Faith is our Power, our ſpiritual Conſolation, our 
Strength againſt all our Enemies and Temptations. 
By Prayer, we receive the Hely Spirit. Luke xi. 13 
Zech. xii..10. f. e. By Prayer, we make Room, 
and (as it were) give Leave to the Holy Spirit to 
exert his Power in us; to come and make his A. 
bade with us. John xiv. 23. By Prayer, we obtain WW 4 
the true Light and Knowledge of Gop, fo as per- th: 
fectly to underſtand his Will. Laſtly, by this we BY 1. 
abide in his Kingdom, and are Partakers of the BW tu, 
Bleflings of Heaven. LE 


E CRICGCEE toe Gaz => => o& 


4. Ax p yet, if I reſolve not to pray till I knov 
my ſelf worthy, I ſhall never do it at all. And! | 
I ſhould not defire Gop to beſtow upon me bie oy, 
Grace and Favour, till, by my own Strength, s FN 
became juſt and holy, I ſhould never obtain au cr; 
Thing. | Alas | poor Man, what canſt thou beltov I of 


upon 
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2 Him? Or what canſt thou obtain by the 
kings of thy 30 Nature; which, however 
ſpecious in thine own Eyes, are of no Value i in 
the Sight of Gopf Verily, Nothing at all. As 
then thine own Worthineſs will 1 avail thee 
Nothing, ſo thine Unworthinefs ſhall do thee no 
Harm; for the Lotp Feſns Chrift,” is he that fe- 
giveth thine Unrighteouſneſs, and cb e 4 

Sin. Therefore conclude with thy ſelf: That er 
Drep of Water is ſwallowed up in the Sea, ſo are 
all my Tranigreſhons i in the boundleſs Mercies of 


Fefus Chr il 


0 MERCIFUL wit 00 ele Me 
who teacheſt me 5 Holy Wart, ett, I ought "to 
live the Life of thy Jenas Chiriſt; and walk in 
the flrait Path, turning neither ts the Right Hand, 
nor to the Loft; that I may neither fall from a vain 
Prefumption f my cum Piety; nor be caft into De- 
2 by the glooiny Preſpecſ of mm Gralt, and ſo die 
in my Sins, Grant that I may ſeriouſly confider, that 
neither my good Yorks can merit, nor my Sins hmazy 
the Graee of Chrift my Redeemer; that fo T1 
continue firm and reſolute amidſi all the Temptations 
Dan Enemy, that I may neither be mifled by the 

evil | of Preſumption and Spiritual Pride, that 
4 at Noon-day ; ; nor be afraid of the deſtroying 
Angel of Deſpair, that walketh in. Darkneſs; but 
that having conquered the Wealneſs of my Nature, I 
may continue /te {it rm the Faith, filled with ſpiri- 
tuat "Foy and WF; , Grace, rſfed 
Lok 1 begin, prove and EO. thre good 


Wirk in me. Amen. 


im 9 _ 
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CAM T a Go» at Hand, (ard the Lok) 
it * a God afar ef? Where then ſhall we 
ind Him? Muſt we look for Him only i in conſe- ö 
mated Temples? Muft we ſeck Him in tie Ends 
of the Earth? Muſt we fearch for in the'Re- 
H 3 gions- 
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gions of Darkneſs; or upon the Top of Mount 
Taber? We are indeed frequently forced to the 
Fatigue of long Journeys,” to beg the Protection 
of the Princes of this World; but Gop is every 
where. He filizth Heaven and Earth, and is nearer 
to all Creatures, than they are to themſelves. © H. 


is above all, and through all, and in us all, The 


utmoſt Dimenſion of Space, and even the bound- 
leſs Extent of Eternity, appear to Him but as a 
ſingle Point. As a Man that walks at Noon-d 

in an open Field is environ'd with Light, whether 
he diſcern it or no; fo are all Creatures ſurrounded 
with the Preſence of Gop, i whem they live, 
and mode, and have their Being. And theſe are pro- 
perly the Waters upon which the Spirit of Gop 
moves, penetrating through all Beings and all Spi- 
rits. God is therefore always near to us, though 
many of us are not ſo to Him; having no more 
Perception of his Preſence, than'a' blind Man has 
of the Light which furrounds Him. Gop never 
turns away Himſelf from us; but we turn away 
from Him. He therefore that hath Faith, though 
with 7enah, he were in the Depths of the Sca, yet 
he would be in the Kingdom of Gop: And he 
that hath it not, though he have the uppermoſt 
Seat in the Synagogue, and join in all the viſible 
Acts of Communion, yet in the Sight of Gop he 
8 without, and has no Part in the Kingdom of 

OD. 


O LORD Jeſus Chriſt, tho art the very Way, 
the true Light, and only Gate of Heaven, 1 prav/t 
Thee from my Heart, that Tha tencheſt me 
am in Thee, and Thou in me, in whatſoever Plact 
Iam: How Thou, my true and only High Pritf, 
art with me, and deli vereſt me from my Sins, when 
ſeever T lift up my Heart to Thee. Though I wall 
through. the Vallty of the Shadow of Death, I will 
fear no Evil, for Theil art with me. 7. * 0 
| OR Dy 
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LoRD, always to acknowledge this, and not to under- 
value thy bidden Treaſure ; but that I may iu the. 
true Faith feek it, find it, wth ity and enjey it for 
wer, Amen. | 


6. WHAT we have obſerved of Place, ma ; 
applied to Time alſo, to which the eternal ani I 
changeable Gon is by no Means confined, ſo as 
not to be always at Liberty to hear our Prayers. 
The Princes of this Wotld are not always bo be 
ſpoken with, being engaged by the Neceſſities or 
Diverſions of Life. But our GoD cannot be thus 
ſeparated from his Creatures. At one View, He 
ſes, and hears, and conſiders all Things that are 
done upon the Earth, and 1 nder ftapdeth 0 Ie x 
T-mghts. ' Gor, is confined to no Time, but Al- 
ways ready to hear and to help us; yea, ig conti 
nuall y ſtanding at the Door, and knocking, that we” 
may open” unto Him. So that He is always ready, 
but we are not. Whereas if we would conſtantly, 
and without ceaſing, wait for Him, we ſhould ne- 
ver fail of an Anſwer to all our Prayers. 


s > 
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7 Exzny Chriſtian: i is anointed and baptized” 
with the Holy Spirit. 1 Jahn ii. 20. which Spirit, 
when it is not reſiſted nor grieved, but dbeyed, is; 
continually groaning in the Heart of Man, raiſing 
and exalting the devout Soul from Earth to Heaven. 
Whoſoever will faithfully attend to the Workings 
of the Holy Spirit, and not ſtifle his Operations,” 
will eaſily be convinced of the Truth of this. He 
will x9 4 now and then perceive a devout Sigh 
ſpringing up from his Heart, and breaking forth 
into theſe or the like Words, G Go, Holy 
Father, have Merey «upon me ! As Myrrh, Frank- 
incenſe, or other ſweet Perfumes, b being thrown 
_ burning Coals, ſend forth a Smoak, and de- 

which they would not do with- 


licious Frag ra 
out the Help of Fire, lo. whenever the Fire” — 
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the Holy Spirit toucheth our Hearts, there ariſes 4 


— of affectionate Sighs and Prayers. And 
theſe are the galden Vials of the Holy Angels: Rev, 


v. 8. Theſe are the holy Incenſe with which they 


. even exven itſelf. 
8. Bur we n he God thera not give 


us what we aſk for, and therefore think our Pray- 
ers are not heard. I anſwer, (iſt) Gop, in hear- 
ing our Prayers, regards more our Happineſs than 
our Deſires, and reſerves to himſelf the Liberty 
of beſtowing the Bleſſings we aſk, either upon our 
Bodies or our Souls. Thus; perhaps, I aſk of 
Gop ſcme t which He ſeeing not 
to be fit for me, inſtead of them gives me ſpiritual 
ones by'which- Means I not only receive what! 
prayed for, but ſo much more, as the Good of the 
Soul is to be preferred before that of the Body. 
If it ſhould pleaſe Gop to viſit you with ſome bo- 
dily Diſtemper, and you pray for Health; doubt 
not but your Prayers are heard, and you ſhall cer- 
tain! if not the Health of your 

the os of your Soul, which is 2 — a 
every Man in his Senſes muſt tünk fo. For what 
Advantage would it be to have à found and health- 
ful Body, and a ſinful, diſtemper'd Soul? But when 
it is well with the Soul, a Man ma 2 with Da- 
vid, My Fiefh and my Heart aileth ; but Go it 
the n of my Heart, an "my Portion fer erg. 


ü 9 Wuenzrong if Mou doſt not receive the 
Belts thou prayeſt for, conſider, that it is not 
convenient for "thee to enjoy them Here, but that 
the Anſwer of thy Prayers is reſcrvel for the other 
Life, which is more noble and durable. There 
the Loxp will beſtow on owe a thouſand-fold, all 
that He ſeemed to deny thee here, For as He 
cannot forget dur Phiyars; ſb He cannot chuſe 
but anfiver them graciouſly ;" if not in this Lite, 

yet 
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in that which is to come. As many Pra 

as thou offereſt up here, ſo many Bleſſings 

thou receive hereafter. - There we Hall reap if — 

faint not. Then ſhall the Lon D ſay to every Soul, 

Heheld thy Prayer which thou offered/t to me. Ser 

here is what thou prayedſi for , and a 1 W 
e ee tre uy 8 


Hex would bs afooliſh Huſbandman; that ſhould 
expect to reap as ſoon as he had ſownz and ſhould 
cry out, that he had ſown a great deal of Seed, 
but could ſee no Sign of Harveſt | Thou Fool! 
wait mole roy” Woraget wn eee 
ſhalt receive the ne Labgwne - * 


10. Tas fir/t Help to prayer i is our . 
ator and Advacate, Jeſus Chriſt, the Son of C 1 
John ii. 2. He is pleading our Cauſe diforeGon, 
when we are hardly hg to expreſs what we want. 
Who is therefore Alled the Word of the Father, 
becauſe Gon, by Him, has diſcovered his Will to 
us; as He is alſo called the 3 2 

ſollicits our Cauſe beſore GOD. — . 
complained that he was of a tw Speech 
low Tongue, that ſo he might avoid. carrying 
the commanded Meſſage to Pharaoh; Go p tells 
him, Aaron \thy SS can Jpeak tuell, he ſhall be 
to thee inſtead of a Mouth; So we allo,\ when we 
(hall pray, are dull and flow of Speech, and there · 
fore mult fly to Chriſt, our Heavenly Aaron, who 

b to us inſtead of a Adouth., Therefore Crit 
commands us to pray in his Name, who is our 
eternal High-Pri Rn an everlaſting Prieſt- 
hood, (Heb. vii. 26.) interceeding for us, (Rom. 
viii. 24.) in whom. we have Boldneſs, and dog 
with Confidence by the Faith of Him. Eph. iii. 12. 
| 8 * THE ſecond Help i is the Holy Spirit. Zech. 

XL. 10. / will pou n, 
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and the Inhabitants of Jeruſalem, the Spirit of Grace 
| and Supplication. This Spirit is given us as a 
Teſtimony of the Divine Grace, and our Adop- 
tion. Hence St. John ſays, By this we know that 
we are in GOD, becauſe He bath given us of his | 
Spirit. And St. Paul, Ye have not received the Wh 
Spirit of Bondage, but the Spirit of Adoption, | 
whereby tue cry, Alla, Father. For the Spirit | 
beareth Witneſs with our Spirit, that wwe are the Sons 
. He was typified by the Anointing of the 


ieſts under the Law, in Imitation of whom, 1 
Gop hath anointed us with the Spirit of Chr, : 
That we ſhauid offer to Him daily the Calves of | 

n 

fi 

R 

uri eur. The E of the 7 
Ap, and his Ears ys rey! 6 - 
ofeever ſball call up 1 Name of 1 ORD, 
Hall be faved. At; ſeek, knock. The 45 rich 8 4 
in Mercy, (Eph: ii. 4.) to all that call upon; him. - 
| | 2 Don ANT 9 5 t 

13. Tur fourth Help in Prayer is the Remem- 4 
brance of thoſe Saints, whoſe Prayers Gop bath be 


heard, Look at the Example; of the Antients, 
and be. ſtrengthened. And we muſt needs be to, 
when we rcalonably call to mind Examples of 
God's former Providence, and Aſſiſtance. Upon 
this Foundation, all the Prophets of old built their 
Prayers. When Go was angry with 1/rac! far 
the Golden Calf, and ſaid to Aalen, Let me alone, 
that my Hrath may wax hot againſt them, ond 1 
may conſume them; Then Meſes his Choſen, aud 
| befare Him in the Gap, [putting God in Mind of 
; his former Mergies, ] ſaying, Lon p, why doth 10) 
. Fratli wax hat again thy Peepie, which * — 
2, oug 
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brought forth out of the Land of cher with great 
Power, and with a mighty Hand? 2 ere ſhould 
the Eeyptians Ypeat and ſay, For Miſchief tid He 
1 Wn 8 Hay a ſos, in the — and 
to c: -nſume them from the Face of the Earth? Turn 
from- thy fierce Ii ruth, and repent of this Evil a- 
cainſt thy People: Aud the Lox repented of the 
Evil which e thought fd a egit 15 People. 3/4 


14. THE 65 Comfort in Prayer is, The trite 
Live of Gop to Han iu, and his Promiſes to help 
the Afflicted. Gop does not, like p roud, inſolent 
Men, deſpiſe the Miſeries of the Med For 
Gop judgeth not, as corrupt Man judgeth:* He 
hath not * of — leſh, nor doth He ſee as Man 
/ceth."Tr pens” among us, chat the 

ink. Ir generly hap has of Friends, the fewer he 
fnds. On the other Hand, Goy tas more tender 
Regard for him that is Deſtitute and Aficted. 
The LorpD it mph to them that are 8 Hi 
Heart, and wall {ave ſuch as be of 
That thou mayeſt take the a 5550 thine LAY | 
the Poor commutteth himPelf unto Thee, or Thou 155 ö 
the Helper of the Friendleſs. And indeed, fuch as 
they, are the proper Objects of Divine Mercy. 
And to ſhew the Certainty of theſe Promiſes, the 
holy Plalmiſt, Pſalm cxlvi. 7, 8, 9. retites the 
ſeveral *. e of Affliction, to which — more 
particularly engageth his Mercy. The Loxp 
eth them 4 Ri gt, tlat fuer Iron 7715 


_ A A. ret ito. tt. Bat. oe 


Priſon. The Loxp giveth Sight to the Blind. 

Lokp heipoth them that — The Loxp tar. 
eh for the Righteovs. The Lon p tareth for the 
Stranger. He 8 the Nauen and idow. 


15. War we have ſaid upon this Head i is ele- 
dantly comprized in the Prayer of Daniel, Ob. ix. 
6 — * Lond .oity Gon, that le brought 

eop 


T.. . „ my = 2 


feedeth the — * 'The - D lj Men N | 
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ok Chriſtian PATIENCE is thi 


| we reſign our ſelves to the Divine Will, and ſub- 
mit entirely to it, chuſing rather to ſuffer tie 
greateſt Evils, than murmur. againſt Gop, or lt 
go our Dependence on Him. ek 


Cuuncil and Will of 
ordained 10 Sufferigs and Affictions. As Gor 


People farth aut of the Land of Egypt with ami 
Arm: 1 — is e 3 O in Mind ne 
tormer Mercics.] Hear, C GoD, the Prayer of 
thy Seruant, and cauſe thy Face to Hine fen th 
Sanctuam that is deſalate, for the LORD's Sat: 
[This is. pleading the Name aud Merits of 7%, 
the. Meſhah. ] C Log hear, O Lokp forgives 
Q LoRp, hearten. and da. [bets are the Groans 
of the Holy Spixit.] 0) my Gob, incline thine Ear, 


and hear ; open thine Eyes, and behold our Deſolati. 


ens; [in regard of his Promiſe] becauſe for our Sin, 


and the Iuiguities of our Fathers, Jerulalem and thy 

People are become. a Reproach ta all that are ru 

about us. [Hexe is a Confeſſion of Sin, a. Ac- 

knowledgment of their Pay Fer we d wt 
* » 


gent aur Supplications befere for our Rights 


oujneſs, but for thy great Meraes. | This is an Ac- 
2 * 2 Man's Unworthincſe, and Gop's 


Of PATIENCE. 


Virtue, by which, in all Afflictions, that 
cannot with à ſafe Conſcience be avoided, 


2. Tux firft Ground of this Virtue is, The 
Go, by which we are fore 


appointed 


vm» a«_ = ad Do ara 1 
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appointed his own Son for the Sufferings of the 
Croſs, that thereby He might bring Him to Glo- 
ry ; ſo has He appointed to all the true Members 
of Chri/t, every one his Croſs, without which 
they cannot be Partakers with their Head. Lo 
each of theſe He has marked, meaſured, and as 
it were weighed out, his exact Portion of Afflic- 
tion, which they cannot eſcape, much leſs ſhake 
off by Impatience; but may make it eaſy by 
humble Submiſſion. a 


3. Tux Expectation of everlaſting Happineſs 
is another Argument to ſupport our Patience. For 
as the Huſbandman waiteth for the precious Fruit 
of the Earth, and hath lang Patience for it, "till he 
receive the early and the latter Rain; comforting 
himſelf under all his "Foils with the Hopes of a 
plentiful Harveſt ; ſo ſhould Chriſtians learn to 
pſſeſs their Souls in Patience; ſince the great Har- 
veſt is at Hand, that ſhall repair all our Loſſes, 
and give to every one of us the Fruit of our La- 
bours. For as the Huſbandman does by no Means 
reckon his Seed loſt, tho it be for a while buried 
in the Earth; ſo when Providence is pleaſed to 
take from us our Lives, our Friends, or Eſtates, 
we muſt not look upon them as loſt, but as ſown 
in Hope of the great Day of Harveſt, where we 
ſhall reap to Eternity, if we faint not. 1 


4. Tur third Support of Patience is, The Nu 
and Faithfulneſs of Go. By the Conſideration of 
which, ze ought to ſtrengthen out Fleur. For as 
we uſe to tie a tender Tree to ſome other Tree, 
that it may not be broken by the Winds; and to 
caſt Anchor in a Storm, to fix the Ship, chat it 
may not be driven by the Tempeſt ; ſo ought we 
to join and apply our faint and weak Hearts to the 
firm Pillar of Gon's Word, and fix the Ship ef 
our Souls, by the Anchor | it ſink not. 

Vor. II. How 
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How many. Promiſes of Divine Aſſiſtance have we 
in the holy dcriptures ? And how many Inſtance 
ot itrange Deliverances have we daily before our 
Eyes? And what Variety of Methods has Gop to 
deliver us? How many has He preſerved in Peſti. 
lence and Famine { How many hath He delivered 
from the Peril of the Sword? Vea, He can turn 
the Hearts of dur Enemies to Peace, or diſappoint 
the Deſigus of our molt malicious Advetſary. 


5. FounTHLyY. We may ſet before our Eye 
the Examples of holy Men, as Ate!, Neab, Lot, 
Abrehamy, Jſaac, Fecob, , Dawid, Jeb, and 
Male: The Sufterings and Trials of the Apoſtles, 
and all. the noble Army of Martyrs? Should, you 
aſx all theſe, By what Way they cutred Heaven! 
They: will all anſwer, By the /Fay. of the Cre, 
Neither did Chr Himſelf enter any other Way, 
So ſays St. Peter, Chriſt /ufered for gau, leauirg 
you an Example, that ge /heuld follow hrs Steps: 
IF bo, when he was reuiled, reviled not again ; tolun 
he jurffered,; be threatned not; but committed himjcif 
to Him that judgetò righteoufly. So great was the 
Patience of our Bleed Redeemer, that though 
the Sun hid its Head at the Lime of his Paſhou; 
though the Earth trembled, and the Rocks rent, 
yet He, till hanging upon the Croſs, murmured 
not againſt bis Enemies, but prayed for them, beg: 
ging that they might be faved by that Blood which 
they ſo unjultly ſhed. 1 


6. Ax p 5 this be the Lot of the Children & 
Go, that He. correcteth every one whom He 
loveth and recciveth, it fallows, that we muſt ci- 
ther tufter, + or quit our Title to be the Sons di 
G0oD. And if our Heavenly Father ſpared nos 
his own Son, though without din, Lut chaſtia d 
Hun uath the Rod, of Affliction; canſt thou, who 
45k but a aJvpted. Son, and polluted, with 179% 


uictfabie 
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merable Sins, expect to eſcape it? Moreover, if 


| Gop bear fo patiently with our Provocations, how 


much more patient ought we to be, when we are 
puniſhed for our Good ? Let us rather rejoice, as 
St. Peter adviſes, ee as we are Partakers of 
Chriſt's Sufferings, that when his Glory Hall be re- 
vealed, tue may e glad alſo with exceeding Foy. For- 
aſmuch then as in this Valley of Tears, no Man 
can be perfectly free from Afflictions, let us conſi- 
der, how we may, find Help and Comfort in the 
Hour of Temptation. i 


7. Tar fr? Comfort is, the Confideratjon of the 
Divine Providence, whith lays the Burden non ut. 
The Lok p tillth, and the Lox D math alive: He 
bringeth down to the Grave, and briugecb up. 1 Sam. 
ii. 6. Proſperity and Adverſity, Life and Death, 
Poverty arid Riches, come of the Loxn, Ecclus. xi. 
14. The Lord gave, and the Lorp hath taken 
away. Job i. 22. Are not tio Sparrows = for 
ene Farthing, and not one of them falleth to "the 
Ground without your heavenly Father. Matt. x. 29. 
F form the Light, and create Darkneſs: I make 
Peace, and create Evil. Iſa. xlv. 7. Happy is the 
Man whom' Gon correfteth ; therefore deſpiſe not 
thou the Chaſlening of the Almighty; For He maketh 
ſere, and bind:th up : He-woundeth, and his Hands 
make whole, Job v. 17, 18. It is therefore a fool- 
iſh Thing to be angry with thoſe whom Gon 
makes the Inſtruments of our Correction. M here- 
fore doth a living Man complain? Lam. iii. 39. 
A Man, 15 the Punifhment of his Sins; Let us 
ſcarch an our Ways, and turn again to the 
Lon p. For this is the Defign of Gon, that we 
ſhould repent, and not murmur againſt Him that 


afflicts us. 


8. A Second Spring of Comfort is, The Pre- 
of Gon with us under the Croſs. Gop has no 
" 2 where 


_ &iſmayed, for I am thy Gop. I will flrengthen tet, 


through the 


Thanks to Gop, for that no Adverſity does be- 


Merrier, which is the moſt comfortable Appella- 
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where declared, that He dwells with the Jovial 
and the Merry, but with the Afflicted and Sorrow- 
ful. Ja. lvii. 15. I dwell in the high and 

Place, with him alſo that is of a contrite and humbl; 
Sprrit. Fear thou not, for am with ther; be nt 


yea, I will help thee, yea, I will uphold thee with the 
r:ght Hand of my Righteouſneſs. When thou paſſe 
aters, I will be with thee; and through 
the Rivers, they ſhall not overflow thee ; when thiy 
walkeft through the Fire, thou ſhalt not be burnt; 
neither all be Flame kindle upon thee. 


9. Tar Bleſſed Apoſtle St. Paul, __— 
on theſe, and on the tender Mercies and Compa 
ſions of our Heavenly Father, to all Afflicted Sin- | 
ners, breaks out into Words, full of Joy and 
Thankſgiving : Bleſſed be the Go and Father f 
ef Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the Father of Mercier, and 
Gov of all Comfert; who comforteth us in all ur 
Tribulation, that we may be able to comfort theſe that 
are in any Trouble, by the Comfort wherewith we 
our felves are comforted of Gop. For as the Suffer. 
ings of Chriſt abeund in ut, fo our Conſolation al 
eboundeth by Chriſt, —Knowing that as you are Par- 
takers of the Sufferings, ſo ſhall ye be alſo of the Cu. 
felation. 2 Cor. i. 2, &c. 


10. In theſe Words the holy Apoſtle give 


an a. on as Aa 5x 


fall us, but Gop ſupports us under it by bis Di 
vine Comfort, which is generally more abundant 
than our Sufferings. And this he confirms by ſe- 
vera] Arguments. | | 


11. Tur firſt is, becauſe Gop ts the Father if 


tion that can be conceived. For He ſhews bim- 
Tf a Father, not only in Name, but in 3 
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rity and Truth, to all afflicted Souls. Do but 
conſider what are the Properties of a Father, and 
that they all belong to Gon, our Heavenly Father. 
It is the "Part of a F gather, (1.) Lo love * Child- 
ren. (2.) Jo take Care 0 them. (z.) To feed 
them. (.) To defend them. (5) to correct and 
inſtruct them. (E.] Lo pity their Infirmities. 


| (5.) To be tender of them... (8.) To give them 


Fortions. Jo illuſtrate this yet more perfectly: 
St. Paul, by a moſt ſignificant Epithet, calls Him, 


| The Father of Mercies : i. e. The eternal Fountain 


of all that Tenderneſs and Affection that is diffu- 
ſed: through the-Hearts, of, {o, many I houtand Fa- 
thers... Hence it follows, chat no Croſs. can befall 
the Children of Gon ſo grœat, as is the e 
that arifes: from the Father of Mercies,, 


12, Tus —— Argument is contained in es 
Expreſſion, The GoD of all Comfort. Becauſe, He 
overflows. with eternal and infinite Comforts. For 
as GOD. is the eternal and infinite Good, and our 
Croffes are finite and temporal, What can proceed 
from that eternal Good, but a perpetual Spring of 
Comfort; nat only un, but n to our 
greateſt Affliction? | 


13. THE third Argument is, The Example of 
St. Pauly and all the Saints. Gop (iaich he) come 


forteth us in all aur Tribulation. The holy Maityrs 
Examples, which cur Heavenly. Father: hath kt 
before-our, Eyes, to teach us, (i.) That the Croſs 


3 and My ſtery of the true Chriſti- 


an. (2.) eayen] — 18 piritual G ; 
His reg over the W Vorld = tae 8200 64 
His Preparation for the Kingdom of Heaven. (5) 
That without the Cros no Man can enter into 
the Kingdom of Gop. (6. ). That the Crok is the 
Image of Cr. 7 hat it is an exalted and 
blue Myſtery, in which lies hid the higheſt 
5 1 3 Wiſdom 
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can comfort a Man more, than the 
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Wiſdom and Providence of Gop. But as Fleſh 
and Blood cannot comprehend this, ſo neither can 
it taſte the Heavenly Manna, hidden in the Word 
of Gop, but by the Croſs. Hence alſo it follows, 
that the Divine Comforts are greater than any 
Human Sufferings. 


14 Tus fourth is expreſſed in theſe Words, 
That. we may be able to-comfert thoſe that are in any 
Trouble, by the Gamfort wiherewith we our ſelves art 
eamferted of Gon. Now, how did Gon comfort 
the Apoſtles! And how do they comfort us again? 
Certainly; by che gracious Promiſes in his Holy 
Word. Hence: it is aid, Rom. xv. 4. Il bato- 
ever N were writteng were: written for our 
Learning, that Tee, through. Patience and Compurt 
of the Scriptures, might have Hebe. Now whoſe- 
ever reads the Word of Gop as he ought, muſt 
needs obſerve how: familiarly Gon vouchſafes to 
treat with us; what Abundance of Grace; how 
many ſpiritual and eternal Bleſſings, He promiſes to 
beſtow upon us: So that we muit needs confeſs, 
that this one Comfort is enough to outweigh all 
the Sufferings of Human Life. Indeed, the Word 
of Gop' does ſo overflow with Heavenly Conſe 
lations, that the Heart of Man is too narrow to 
receive them. It is like the Cruiſe of Oil, which, 
by: the Bleſſing of Eliſba, produced more Oil than 
they had Veſſels to receive. Vea, it often hap: 
pens, that one ſingle Word of Holy Scripture, 
| World, 
3 can diſtreſs him. Pol ben 

Gon i Hater, faith David, Pſal. lx. 
— 80 fal dat 0 Man can draw it dry. It ö 
not without Cauſe, that Gop calls Himielf, 7 
4113. The Fountain of Living Haters. And ſo, 
Pſak xu. 10. With Thee is the Well of Life, and 


* 


lard in Thy Light mull we fee Light. And who cab 


be ao fooliſh as ib dlink, that the Fountain of Si 
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and Death doth more abound with Afflictions, than 


n of Life doth wu Cucnforts? | 


15. Taz ffh Ground of Comfort is, that the 
Apoſtle calls the Croſs of the Faithſul, the C 


A Chriſt And chat (1.) becaufe-all the Faithful 


are ſpiritual Members of the LORD Jeſus Chrift. 
And as the Head feels all the $-ray of every Mem- 
ber of the Body, by a Sympa 
Union with — fo Chri/t, 
Head, feels all the Croſſes and every 
Member. (2.) Becauſe Chrift dwells in his faith» 
ſul Servants, and is vitally united to them; there- 
fore alſo He ſuffers in his Members, ſharing in all 
their Suffe and Perſecutions; as He w 
a Voice N _ pany ww you 
font; thou Me #1. 


Ir ee eee 
by which we may be Partakers of theſe Comberms 


76. Tus fo is, — — and Cenfeſ- 
fon „%, Sin. For without this, the Soul is not ca- 
pable of Comfort; according to that 


arilmg from its 
is our Spiritual 
of 


of 
Chriſt, They that are Whole have ns Need ef 2 


Phyfician, but they that are Sitk. On the other 
Hand, a Soul that is under a true Senſe of Sin, 
has a real Sight of the many Miſeries, into which 
it has caſt him, and therefore murmurs nat againſt 
Gor, but abhors it ſelf and its on Iniquities, 
and confeſſes that Gop is juſt in all that-He thas 
brought upon it. And whoever confeſſes his bin, 
ſhall find a —— 7 Je — _ 


him from Heaven. : 


| W301 

17 Tun ſecond: — is „Hd, which hangs 
upon 7eſus Chriſt, as the Infant doth; upon. the 
Mother's Breaſts. It reſts entirely on the Paternal 
Altection of the Gon of all Condo lation: Jokb 


A 1 a + ow 
=>” CMS ov oaupnl.. 4 - £9 


104 True Chriſtianity. 


faſt by Jeſus Chrift, as Jacob did by the Angel, 
ſaying, {will not let thee go, except thou bleſs me. 
This is that which, through Chri/t Jeſus, over- 
cometh Sin, Death, the World, the Devil, and 
all its Enemies. For all. Things are paſlible to him 
that believith.. And be that belicueth ſhall 4 the 
* Gon. Joho xi. . | 


= Tus third. Means is Ne which is a 
Divine Converſe with op. For as it is a great 
Eaſe to an afflicted Soul, to communicate its Sor- 
rows to a faithful 3 ſo are our Hearts re- 
freſhed, and comforted, hy pouring them out be · 
fore Gop in Prayer. J hen I called upon T her, 
Thou heardft me, and reneweft my Soul with much 
Strength. Prayer offered up in the Name of % 
Chri/t, is like Jacabs Ladder, on which the Soul 
aſcends from Earth to Heaven. And as ſoon as 
the Prayer aſcends, the Angel of Divine Conſola- 
tion deſcends back with it. Thus it was in the 


* of our Bleſſed Lox D, who when He pray- 


ed more earneſtly, Lo! an Angel (deſcended from 
Heaven to ſtrengthen Him. And we may aſſure 
our ſelves, that whenſoev er we pray according to 


his Will, we ſhall be r n to his 


Promite.. 


19. THe fourth Means of obtaining Divine 
Conſolation, is the Prarfing: Gop. He that 5 
daily employed in the Fraiſes of Gop, lives the 
Life of an Angel; ſor they continually behold be 
Face of their Heavenly Father, and ſing his Praiſes 
[This is the higheſt Joy; this is the Bread of Ar 
Is. Whence it appears, that. praiſing and gloti- 
ing Gop muſt afford Joy to a devout Soul. 
Hence ſays David, Pal. xxxiv. 1, % {will al 
— Thanks umto the LokD : His Praiſe ſhall cus 

my Math. My Sen ſhall make. ber Bad/ ir 
cheLonw) 3 4 Humble ſhall hear thereof and be ghar 
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In which Place the Prophet joins the Praiſe of 
Gor and Spiritual Foy together; teaching us 
thereby, that the one is the Fruie of the other. 


20. Tas laſt certain Means of receiving Di- 
vine Confolation, is a diligent Reading, Haring, 
and Meditating on the Word: of Gop. For from 
the Word of Gop, as the true Fountain of Con- 
ſolation, are to be drawn all Arguments and 
Grounds of Comfort; all Joy and Quiet of Mind, 
under all Kinds of Croſſes and Afflictions. Hence 
alſo we learn, how theſe Comforts- are to be ob- 
tained, viz. by true R 8 
dent Prayer, and continual Praiſing Goo. | 
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CHAP, vr. 


Of HOP E. 


.'S Faith is nothing but a fteady Aſſurance, 
by which the Chriſtian depends . 
and entirely on the Favour and 

GoD promiſed in Chriſi Jaſus; (Heb. xi. 1.) 10 

Hope is à conſtant patient mene for the 

Accompliſhment of that e (11640) N0\þ 

n. 
2. Au wis iv that Hope, which — net a= 
Hamed; being, as well as Faith, founded upon 

a firm, immoveable Baſis. This is no other than 

Gop Himſelf, who never faileth thoſe that wait 

for Him. And ſor the ſame Reaſon, his Peace, his 

Joy, his Reſt, his Glory, and his Conſidence, are 

eternal. On this Foundation he ſtands fixt and 

eure, amidſt al the Croſſes. and Cm u 


ö Lite 
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Life; and Coop the Rains deſcend, the Floods 
come, and the boiſterous Winds blow upon him, 
he is fearleſs and unmoved, knowing that hi 
- Houſe is built upon a Rock, Matt. vii. 25. 


3. Axp as Hope is built upon an immoveable 
Foundation, and the "Things of this World are 
fleeting and uncertain ; therefore, its Reſt, its en- 
tire Dependance is on Gop alone, deſpiſing the 
Pleaſures, and Glories of the World. They that truf 
in the LoRD, Hall be even as the Mount Sion; that 
ſhall not be removed, but flandeth faſt for ever. 4; 
the Hills fand about Jerafalem ; even fo flandeth the 
Lok round about his People. On the other Hand, 
they whoſe 5500 are founded on the Riches, Ho- 
nours, or Pleaſures of this World, are perpetually 
expoſed to Fears, Cares, and Calamitics ; lie at 
the Mercy of every Blaſt of unconſtant Fortune, 
by which they are toſſed to and fro, and depend 
upon the World for every quiet Moment they en- 
Joy. 5 

4. Txvs Hope is beſt Tearnt under the Diſci- 
pline of the Croſs. This diſcovers the inmoſt Re- 
ceſſes of the Soul, and ſhews us whether the Hope 
that is in us be true or falſe. By this Touchſtone, 
we often find, that our Hopes have not been fo 
much fixt upon Gop, as upon the Favours and 
Bleflings He beſtows; that we have built upon 
the Sand, and idolized the Creature. For ſo great 
is the Blindneſs of our Nature, that we often rel 
in the Creatures, inſtead of raiſing our Minds 
from them to the Creator, as He deſigned. For 
to this Intent only doth God beſtow on Man 6 
many and great Bleſſings; that by the Gifts he 
may be drawn to the Giver, and learn to know, 
love, fear, and truſt in Gop alone. But fo ger 
is our Corruption? We are not for ſerving Go 
for Nought ; not for his own Sake, but for what 
He beſtows. | 5, Nay 
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5. NAx, we ſometimes proceed ſo far, as to 
trult in our ſelves, and depend on our own Power, 
Strength, and Abilities. Then it is that Gop in 
meer Mercy interpoſes, and. breaks us in Pieces; 
humbles, and confounds us, and ſo empties us of 


| our ſelves, that we may be filled with all the Ful- 


nels of GoD. Which we cannot be, without be- 
ing firſt emptied of that Arrogance, and Self-con+ 
ceit, which ſtand in perfect Oppoſition to the Grace 
of God. Hence it appears, that Hope is a Militant 
Virtue, fighting againſt all that Confidence in W 


ſelves; all that Self-exaltation upon the Score of 


out own Gifts, Merit, Righteouſacls, Proſperity, 


Honours, and Riches, in Which the natural Man 
repoſes all his Confidence. The Buſigeſs of Hope 
is to oppole and conquer all theſe Deluſtons of the 
Devil, and to ſeek its Reſt in the Sanctuary of. 


(30D. 


6. Ir follows, that Hate, as well as Faith and 
Charity, has only GoD for its Object. And who- 
lvever aims at any other Mark, or places his Hope 
in R other Being, is deſtitute of the Hope of a 
Chriſtian, So then, theſe, three Virtues, Faith, 
Hape and, Charity, are in the higheſt Senſe Spiri- 
tal; admitting no earthly, Mixtures, but fixed en; 
urcly on Gop, who is their Author and Finiſher; 


their eternal and inviſible Baſis:-. To this refers 


that Paſſage of St. Paul, Rom. viii, 24. Hape that. 
1 feen, is not Hape ute a Man fees, why bes... 
be yet hepe far? Whoſgever, therefore places his 
Hage upon any Thi _ is viſible, has not the 
nvifkble, Gap for bs Foundation or Support; but 
ſis upon a Shadow. And when the viſible World, 


all fink into Nothing, by Conſequence, his Hope 
muſt periſh. | 8 2 72 5 5 5 


7 | 4 4 f 1 7 * | * : 1 d 9 1 
7: ConsIpee this,, O, Many and Gulfer thy Elf. 
0 be dad int afro au laſting Peace. Eternity. 
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is unchangeable, ever conſtant, alwa — Tons 

but Time is Nothing but Chang — 

The brighteſt Day — ſets in Darknek, 

Weeks are fwallowed up in Months, and Month 

in Years; and the moſt delicious — ba the w_ 
y D 


Fruitful Summers, languiſh and fink 


into defolate and- uncomfortable Winters. ben net 
only this, but even all the E Bodies are 
in a State of Change and Uncertainty ; alway 
ſhiftmg Forms, and revolving from one - Appear. 
ance to another; not to mention the continua! 
never-ceaſing Motion of the Heavens. 80 that 
this World - cannot be the Region of Reſt. For 
whatſoever is ſubject to Time, is continually paſ- 
ing, wearing, and vaniſhing. In a Word, At. 
13 VaniTy. £ecl. i. And we ſhall never reſt but 


in Eternity. And though all Men both good and 


bad, are in the Purſuit of * 
and Tranquillity, yet they, and they only, hal! 
find it, — — tb and reſign then- 
ſelves in Chriſt, the eternal Reſt of Souls. 


8. MoregoveR, the Chriſtian's Hope is often 
tried, not oniy by the Loſs of Temporal I hing, 
but alſo by 'the With-holding the Communication: 
of Divine Grace and Favour; that ſeeing ourſelves 
deprived, even of thoſe moſt excellent Bleſſings, on 
which we are apt to depend, our Hope may arrive 
at the higheſt Pitch of Purity, and reſt on G05 


alone. And in ſuch a Caſe, e muſt hope, ov 


againſt Hope, as we read Abraham did. Here? 
Man, with his bleſſed Redeemer, ſeems dcſertel 
and forſaken, not only by Man, but by Gos 
Himſelf. And this is the trueſt Teſt and Probe- 
tion of the Chriſtian's Hope. 


9. For, whereas in other Afflictions, our P- 
tence, Humility, Devotion, and Charity are prit 
cipally Xerciicd; * theſe ſpiritual rr 

0 
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Hope is eminently KK whether it be 
ſincero or not. To which Probation, tho' a Man 
be perfectly deſpoiled of all his Temporal and — 
ntual Enjoy 9777797 

that Hope — h not aſhamed. And — 
hs Sort what. — be ſometimes ready to 
fall into Impatience, Murmuring, or Blaſphemy; 
yet there remains ſome gentle Breath of Hope, a- 
fling from the Ground of the Heart, by the Pow- 
er of the Divine Spirit, which contradicts and op- 
poſes thoſe diabolical 8 ns. When this 
Combat is over, M his Tranſgreſſions are forgiven, 
and his Sins are covered, and he himſelf is lide a 
Brand plucked aut of the Fire, (Zech. iii. 2.) or the 
a Picce of an Ear taken out of the Mouth of a Lion. 
Amos iii. 12. Now this Impatience invo- 
luntary, and being oppoſed with Sighs and Groans 
unutterable, ought by no Means to be called De- 
ſpair; conſidering withall, That this is the ſharpeit 
Conflift; the fevereſ Trial of theChriſtian's Hope; 
and theſe are the unutterable Groans which St. Paul 
mentions. 


955 10. Tax that theſe Tale, are near 
ons and dear to Gop. Theſe Diſciples of the Croſs, 
lve are his deareſt Children, as we may fee in the Ex- 
n ampics of Fob and David. For by thus ſtript 
ire I of themſelves, they are purified, as Gay: in the Re- 
50 fner's Fire; and thus cleanſed from all their 
a Droſs of Pride, and 1 —— they ſhine in the 
e 2 2 2 eee 
rted ſet in the pureſt Gold 
100 " 

obe 1. Wann AMidtion has taken every Thing 
aſe from us, Gop alone cannot be taken from us. 
Yea, Affliction is ſo far from ſeparating us from 
Gop, that it rather brings us to Go, and Him 
„o us. * Tis Hope therefore that preſerves us in 


not conſumed. But as 
l. f 3 — 
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ti Soul came naked out from God, ſo muſt ſhe 
return thither again naked, and void of all Loe 
of the Creatures. And when a Man paſſes out of 
himſelf and all the Creatures, whither can he go, 
or where can he reſt, but in the Hands of his 
Gop, who comprehendeth and upholdeth the 
World, and all that is therein? Ja. xl. 12. Who- 
ſocver therefore bids farewell to the World, and is 
void of all Lore of the Creatures, having his Heart 
fixed on no earthly Thing, but is perfectly free, 
and at Liberty; rchgning himſelf and all his Con- 
cerns into the Hands of Gp, end being content 
under cvery Diſpenſation of Providence, he may 
be truly ſaid to reſt in Gop. But for as many 
as are entangled in the Love of the Creatures, be- 
ing Slaves to their own Wills, and reſting in 
them, they are doubtick, in the high Road to 
Deſtruction; and in the End, ſhall lie down in 


Sorrow. 


- 


+ 
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C HAP. VII. 


Comfert for thoſe that are weak in Faith, WM 
and ſirongly tempted. lin 


DEcausk this, Weakneſs of Faith is a ve an 
grievous Temptation; therefore has the Holy WG 
Spirit furniſhed us with ftrong Confolations BH 

againſt it; which ought deeply to be rooted iu out 

Mind, that we may apply them in the Hour ol 


Temptation. 


| Ax D, Firſt, God doth not deſpite, | or -rejcet 


our weak Fath;. but cherifbes, ſtreugthens, ny 
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laſt crowns it with a bleſſed Concluſion. In this 
Cenſe we are to underſtand thoſe golden Paſſages, 
Ila. Xv. 4. T hou haſt been a Strength to the Poor, 
a Strength to the Needy in his Diſtreſs, a Refuge 
from the Storm, a Shadow from the Heat. Iſa. xxxv. 
3, 4. Strengthen ye the weak Hands, and confirm 
the feeble Knees. Say ta them that are of a fearfid 
Heart, Be flrong, P nt not. Bibald your Gop will 
come and fave you. "Ia. xl. 29, 31. He giveth Poti 
to the Faint; and to them that have no Might, He 
encreafeth Strength. Tfa. 1. 4. The LoxD Go hath 
given me the Tongue of the Learned, that I e, 
uno how to ſpeak a Word in Seaſon toe him that i- 
weary. Ifa. Ivii. 15, 16. J revive the Spirit of the 
Humble, and the Heart e the Contrite Ones. Iſa. 
Ixt. r. The Loxp bath ſent me to preach god Tidings 
0 to the Meek, to bind up the broken-hearted, and to. 
1 Wh comfort all that mourn. © | n 


2. SECONDLY, Let us be aſſured, that when- 
ſoever, in our greateſt Infirmities, we can but 
J think upon Jeſus Chriè, He will be with us. "Thus 
it is ſaid, Exod. xx. 24. In all Places where I re- 
cord my Name, (or, as it may be better read, where 
there is a Remembrance of my Name) I will come unto 
We, and I will bleſs thee. For we cannot fo much 
h. think upon GoD, without his ſpecial Aſſiſtance. 
Moreover, being engrafted into Chrift, as Branches 
into the living Vine, we truly live in Him, and 
aw Life and Nouriſhment from Him. Our 125 
ery Mend the Strength of our Faith, is hid with Chri ” 
Gor. And the Holy Spirit witnefſeth the ſame in 


oly 

ons arts, by the Joy, Peace, and Comfort, which 
put le produceth there. As therefore in the Old Te- 
ment, there was no Prophet but heard Go p 


peaking in him? ſo under the Goſpel, there is no 
briſtian but hears Chriſi ſpeaking in him, and 
altes the Unction of the Holy Spirit. And tho' 
wu haſt not always ſo 52 a Perception of this 
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in thy Heart, 2% greater is He that is in the, 
than he that is in the Ii ard. 1 John iv. 4. 


3. THIRDLY, When we are weak in Faith, 
let us look up unto Glrift feſus, our Redecmer, 
and merciful Kligb-Prieſt, Who eftered up Himſcf 
for us on the Croſs, and is {till praying that our 
os may be ſtrengthened: * 8 for &. 

eter, 1 prayed for thee, that thy Strength fail 
not. Luke xxit. 32. 1 each 
out his Almighty Hand, when he thought himſelf 
linking into the Sea. And (John xvii. 11, 20.) He 
faith, Saniify them in thy Truth : Neither pray 1 
for them alone, (viz. the Apoſtles) but for thoſe whe 
{ball believe a my Name through their Word. For 
we have not an High-Prieft that cannot be touched 
with @ Feeling bf our Infirmities; but that was in 
all Points tempted, like as we are, bat without Sin: 


I lo is at the Right Hand of Gon, who alſo mattth 


[nterogſfton /of us. 


4. Catz then to Mind, that noble Saying of 
Jeremiah, (Lam. iii. 32.) The Lok D will nit cf 
4 for every but though He cauſe Grief, yet will He 
lade Compaſſion, according to the Hdtettetnde of i 
Mercies. For He doth not 4 Her willing, ur 
grieve the Children of Ades. hence thou mayeſt 
learn, That though the Lo RD ſuffer thee to de 
aſflicted for a Seaſon, yet He will not caſt thee of 
for ever. But perhaps thou wilt ſay, That 4 
Thoughts wherewith thou art troubled, are nt fr 
Gop, but from the Devil, Now though it cat 
not be denied, that they are ſuggeſted to us bf 
the Devil; yet it is alſo truc, that the Devil cal 
do nothing but by God's Permiſſion. In this Case 
look unto Jeſus, whom our Heavenly Father fut 
fered to be txmpted-y the ſame Adverſary. The 
kery Darts, which the Evil One caſt at our bleſſet 
Saviour, came from himſelf, and not from w_ 


rere 
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| but it was Gop that gave him Permiſſion to aſſault 


Him as he did. And though our bleſſed Loxn 
bore all this, yet did He ſtill continue the dearl 
beloved Son of Gop : nor could the FTempter, wit 
all his Art and Power, do Him the leaſt Harm. 
Hear this, O afflicted Soul, and believe that thou 
alſo ſhalt be ſafe and unhurt, among all che fiery 
Darts of the wicked OunPCee © 7 4 ee”, 

5. Bur why does Gop ſuffer thee to be afflict- 
ed? It is certain, that the true, inward Faſte ot 
the Word of Go o, is accompanied with Joy, 
Peace, and Comfort, vaſtly exceeding any Com- 
forts or Enjoyments of this Life, This is a 
Foretaſte of eternal Life, ariſing from the true 
and living Knowledge of Chr Jeſus; by which 
we diſcover the Heart of Gob, flowing with the 
moſt tender Compaſſion; 'inflamed with an ardent, 
ſweet, and eternal Love towards loſt Mankind. 
But ſo corrupt is human Nature, that it is too apt 
to be exalted above Meaſure, by the Abundance 
of theſe Divine Manifeſtations. This Perverſeneſs 
of Soul, as it is directly contrary to the Method - 
of our Salvation, ſo it is very hateful to Gov. 
This makes Him withdraw his Conſolations from 
us, and hide Himſelf, for a Time, in thick Dark- 
neſs. Hence we learn, How great a GOOD 
there is in Gop; that no true, folid, or conſtant 
Peace can be found but in Him. And this can- 
not be learnt any where, but in this experin un- 
tal School of Temptation. And whoſoever is ur g 
quainted with this, knoweth not 'Gop and Ce, 
s they ought to be known, oo 


b. Ax p would to Gop, that for his Glory, 
and our own Advantage, we would readily ſub- 
uit to this Viſitation, wich is defipned for the 
irial of our Faith, even as Goll in -he Furnace 
5 tied! J doubt not but WO Hou <cu:exly . tesp 

K 3 the 


114 True Cbriſtianity. 

the amazing Benefits of fuch a Purgation. The 
faithful Soul that can hold out, and not faint un- 
der it, comes forth glorious, like Gold out of the 
Fire, cleanſed from all its Droſs; ſo that neither 
Fire, nor Water, nor the Croſs, nor Death, nor 
even Hell it felf, can hurt it. Such a one will 
learn how to behave himſelf ever afterwards with 
Patience and Humility; to look up ſtedfaſtly unto 
Gob, the everlaſting Fountain and Giver of all 
Goodneſs; and to embrace every Diſpenſation of 
Providence, (whether fweet or bitter) as his only 
Happineſs; and in every Condition of Soul and 


Body to rejvice in God alone. 


7. THov then, after the Example of thy Savi- 
our, be content to drink 'the Wine mingled with 
Gal!, that thou mayeſt hereafter fit down with 
Him in the Kingdom of Heaven. Learn to bear 
his Shame, and thou ſhalt be a Partaker of his Glo- 
ry. Learn to be conformed to Chriff crucified, 
that thou mayeſt be conformed to Chi glorified. 


Ap ſee that thou expect not Deliverance from 
any other than Gop himſelf, through our Lot 
Fejus Chriſt, who hath evercome the World, and 
the Devil. Fly unto Feſus Chrift; from Him alone 
expect Help, Comfort, and Peace. Support thy- 
ſelf under the Conflict, with the comfortable Pro- 
miſes of Je Chrif?, that in due Lime thou ſhalt 
conquer, it thou faint not. Thus He tells us, B 
of goed Chear, I have overcome the World. And a 
all the Hoſt of 7frac! triumphed in the Perſon ct 
David, when he flew Geliub, and rented the Phi 
litines ; fo the Victory of our Lord, is the Vic 
tory of all true Believers. Hence we are toll, 
Rev. xii. 10. New is come Salvation, and Strength 
and the Kingdem of our Gon, and the Power 
his Chrift : For the Acctiſer of the Brethyen is © 
dewn, which acci ſed them before eur Gov, wo 1 

| Newt. 
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Night. And they overcame him by the Blood of 
x Lamb, and by the Word of their Teſtimony. 
Whenever, therefore, thou findeſt thyſelf aſſaulted 
by the frery Darts of the Evil One, and thy Soul 
aftlicted with ſuch Suggeſtions as thefe, Thou art 
damned; Thou art undone; Thou art mine; Gon 
bath forſaken thee e Tis in vain thee. to Hope, 
Belirve, er Prey any longer. When thou findeſt 
thy ſelf aſſaulted with theſe Kind of Thoughts, 
take C and anſwer him boldly; O thuu E- 
= 4 ankind, what haft thou to I to conde he 

0D. hath not appointed thee to be my Judge's 
ba t 10 Faithfull al 1 the Mardi, and 
at the laſt Great Day. 1 Cor. Vi. 2. 


8. AvD becauſe ſuch is the Nature of this Spi- 
rit of Blaſphemy, that a Chriſtian is forced to an- 
derge it againſt his Will; hence let him comfort 
himſelf, when he is tempted, that Gop will never 
lay it to his Charge, ſince it is not he that acts, 
but the Devil; and may therefore be aſſured, that 
ſuch Thoughts ſhall never be imputed to him for 
vin. For as People in a beſieged Town cannot 
hinder the Enemy from throwing Fire into the 
Town, though they may do what they can to 
quench it, and hinder its ſpreading : Or as He- 
tab, (Ila. xxxvi. 12.) could not hinder the Blaſ- 
phemy of Nalſhadeb; ſo we cannot hinder the 
Devil from ſhooting his envenom'd Arrows at us. 
All that we have to do is, to take Care, not to 
lufter our Thoughts to vent themſelves in blaſphe- 
mous Words; but, on the other Hand, having ſet 
a Guard upon our Fongues, ſo to Rifle theſe hell- 


thee, 


ih Sparks, that they break not out into a Flame. 


9. Nox is there ſo much as one Inſtance to be 
produe'd of any Man, that) was forſaken of Gon 
under this Conflict. But, on the other Hand, it 
b certain, that He has always reſtored his Servants 

Tc hom 
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whom He has thus cheſen in the Furnace of Aflictim, 
to the fame and higher Degrees of Grace, than 
thoſe from whence they thought they had fallen, 
This ought to be great Matter of Comfort to us, 

that when the Hour of "Temptation is ended, the 
Seaſon of Joy and Redemption will quickly follow, 
Let no Man therefore faint under Tribulation, 

but bear the Indignation of the Lord for a little 

While, till the Sun of Righteouſneſs axiſe upon 
him again with Healing and Conſolation on his 
Wings. For there ſpringeth up a Light for th 
Righteous, and joyful Gladneſs for ſuch as are true 
of Heart. 2 


1g. A late Author, reckons theſe ſpiritual Af. 
flictions and Trials among the ſingular Gifts and 
Favours of Gop, ſpeaking thus of them. ' Upon 
the firſt Approach of theſe Temptations, Gon de. 
prives a Man of. all that He has given bim; forcing 
bim ta deſcend into himſelf, and fee his own Poverty 
and Weakneſs; and 'aljo_ trying him hot he will le- 
Rade hinfelf in t is naked and deſolate State. And 
this Ts gone, when 'a Man is perfettly forſaken; ſi 
that he k:ows nothing ef Gop, his Grace, tis Cim- 
Forts, or the Gifts which He once be/towed upon him; 
but has now taken «way, and hid them from his Eyes, 
3 that he frrows not whither to fly, er which Way to 
turn himſelf. Nn a Man is once brought into thit 
State , Dereliction, there rs Nothing better for him, 
than cheerfully and roillingly to . himſelf to the 
F4 
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3 Order and Decree of Gon. was indeed a great 
8 Thing in the holy Martyrs of eld, to lay down their 
A Lives far Gov; bt then they were /o abundait'ly 
1 Arengi bened ty the Comforts of hit Holy Spirit, that 


the wit exquiſite 7 ornevts tre to them but iin 
ard contemprible, and Death it felf has tft its Ter- 
roars. But to hate Gon Heis Fact, ani d pride 
Hs of hrs Grace F. C5: oy, 1: a Abi ty don much 
greater Iban iu, Ae u is tun wil toe Sir, 
Ant | al 
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all the Infirmitics and Temptations, which a Man 
has long ago conguered, alt him afreſh, with 
greater Rage and Violence, than then he was the 
Servant of Sin. In this Caſe, the beft May is, to 
ſaher with Patience, and reſign end ſelf entirely to 


| the All-wiſe Providence of GOD. 


A-PRAYE ROTH 
QERE AU out thy Wings over me, O Lokp, 


that I may flee untlty them, the Fact of the 
Enemy 27 h 8 thow the 
Heads of the great Dragem, whoſe continudl Endea- 
wr 15, to deceive and devonr the Souls which Thox 
bet created. Therefore we t unte Thee, our Gon, 
deliver us from our daily Adverſary, whi, whether 
we fleep or wake, eat or arent, or whatſoever elſe 
we do, prefſeth in won us; affauiting tus Day und 
Night, 3 ſhooting 2 Arrows t thy 
dervants ; ſometimes and ſometimes prive(y, 1 
Jay owr Souls. Hh 5 O Lon, the leaft 
of all thy StFoants Ne, meter 
Dy to Gekwer tb. For behold how 
nally againſt m, and never 
eh, that he may pluck me 7 thy Hands. O behold 
what Infinite Snares he hath pitthed before my Feet, 
and how he hath filled all my Ways with _ſundvy 
Traps, to catch my Soul But Thou art the God in 
whom I have truſted, my Rock, and my Strength < 
ond under the Shadow F thy Wings I ſhall be ſafe, 
though even Thouſands ſhall fall en one Hand or th? 
ether, Unto Thee my Sul therefore fieeth, that I 
may he preſerved in this evil Day: O that thy Gray 
an 


Man can find no Reſt but in Thee. 
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and Mercy may always prevent me, delivering 
from the evil One, and all his Temptations ; ſavin 
me from what is paſt; lifting me up from that which 
is preſent; and guarding me from that which is h 
come ; and unravelling all his Snares before me, that 


being a1 1 may give Glory to Thee, for ever, 


Amen 


APRAVER \for true Reſt and 
Tranquillity of Soul. 


Loxp Jeſu Chrift, Thou Prince of Peace! 
Thou moſt bleſſed Reſt of faithful Souls! 
Thou haſt ſaid; Come wnto Ae, all ye that 
travel, and are heavy laden, and ye ſball find Reſt 
to your Souls. Inu the World, ye ſball have Tribula- 
tien, but in in Me, ye ſhall have Peace. 


ALas! How often have I ſought” ſor Reſt in 
the Things of the World, but have not found it! 
For my Soul being Immortal, cannot be ſatisfied 
with any Thing but Thee alone. O Immortal 
Goy, Thou and Thou alone, art the Reſt of our 
Souls. The World, and all that is in it, is haſt- 
ening to decay. They all wax old as doth a Gar- 
ment, and as a Veſture, ſhalt Thou change them, and 
they ſhall be change; bitt Thou art the fame, and thy 
Years ſhall not fail. How then ſhall my Soul find 
Reſt in fuch fleeting Things? Even as Thou my 
Almighty Creator, couldſt Reſt in no Creature 
but in Man; (for when Thou hadſt made him, 
Thou didſt reſt from thy Works,) fo the Soul of 


O Gon 


- .. , 
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O Gop, my Soul cannot be ſatisfied but in 
Thee, My Soul bungreth and thirfleth after Thee, 
aud cannot reſt till it poſſeſs Thee. And Thou 
0 WF haſt invited us, ſaying, I hoeſacver thirſteth, let him 
„ane unte me. O fay unto me, 75 up, my 
t Mi Love, my Fair One, and come away; \ ove, 
„(that art in the Clifts of the Rock, in 12 ſecret 

6 Places, in the Wounds of Teſus Chriſt.“ | | 


O Thou Rock of my Salvation, in which my 
Soul truſteth and is at Reſt! Tama thy belov- 
ed Apoſtle, could not reſt, till he had thruſt his 
Hands into the Place of the Nails, and into thy 
wounded Side. From theſe Wounds flow Foun- 
tains of Salvation, Streams of Peace, and Rivers 
of Divine Love. | | 


O Loxp 7%, how ardent is thy Charity 
it bor pure, how free from Deceit ! how perfect 
1 how ſpotleſs / how great | how exalted! bow Pro- 
f:und { how. ſincere, how is thy Love! 
Suffer, I beſeech "Thee, my Soul to reſt in this 
Ju Love, in thy Heart, which is burning with the 
n Npureſt Flames of Loye. Here let my poor Soul reſt 
free from Fear of, Danger or Diſquiet. In Ibee 
4 Wt 21! my Senſes reſt, that I may hear Thee ſweet- 
i WW ſpeaking, O Thou higheſt Love ! Let my Eyes 
r ebold Thee, O Thou Celeſtial Beauty] Let my 
;. Ws hear Thee, Thou moſt Harmonious Muſick! | 
my Mouth taſte Thee, Thou incomparable | 
dweetneſs l. Let the refreſhing. Odours of Life 
breathe upon me from Thee, Thou moſt noble 
"lower of Paradiſe? Let my Arms hold Thee faſt 
n the Embraces of Love . Let my Heart 1 | 
1 Thee ! Let my Will defixe Thee alone, Thou 
aly Joy of my Heart! Let my Underſtandin 
now Thee alone, O Eternal Wiſdom ! Let all 
y Deſires, all my Affections, reſt in Thee, Q” 
led 7:/u, my Love, my Peace, and my Joy! 


TAKE 
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right Hand for euermore, Amen! 


Pakt out of my Heart every Thing that is ng& 
thy Self, Thou-art my Riches in Poverty ; My 
Praiſe and Glory againſt Reproaches; my Strength 
in Infirmity, and my Life in Death. And hoy 
then ſhall I not reſt in Thee, who art my Al! in 
All? My Righteauſneſs againſt Sin; my Wiſdm 
againſt Folly ; Redemption from Condemnation; 
San&tification from my Uncleannefs * Come unto 
me, and let my Soul reſt in Thee; keep thy Sab- 
bath in me, that I may hear what Thou wilt ſa 
in me! that I may perceive Thee living in me, 
O my Life! And be comforted, refreſhed, and 
enlightened by thy Preſence, O Thou, who art my 
Comfort, my Delight, my Joy, and my everlaſ:- 
ing Light! | 


Lr me, I beſeech Thee, ſurrender my u 
Heart to Thee, fince Thou haſt given me all 
thine. Let me go out of my ſelf, that J may en- 
ter in Thee. ſe my Heart, and empty it of 
the World, that Thou mayeſt fill it with thy Ce- 
leſtial Gifts! O 7%, the Reſt of my Heart, the 
Sabbath of my Soul! Lead me into the Reſt of : 
bleſſed Eternity, where there are Pleaſures at th 
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The INTRODUCTION. 


S there are different. Stages and of 
Age and Maturity in the Natural Life; fo 
there are alſo in the Spiritual. It has its firſt 
Foundation in ſincere Repentance, by which a Man 
ſets himſelf heartily to amend his Life. This is 
lucceeded by 4 greater Illumination, which is a 
Kind of middle Stage. Here, by Contemplation, 
Prayer, and Bearing the Croſs, a Man is daily im- 
proving in Grace, and growing up to Perfection. 
The laſt and moſt perſect State, is that which con- 
liſts in a moſt - frm Union, which is founded in, 
and cemented by pure Love. This is that State 
which St. Paul calls WP, xiv. 13.) The perfect 


* 


Man, and the Meaſure of the Stature of the Fulneſs 
f Chriſt, | | 


Of Vor. II. L 2. To 
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2. To explain theſe three different States, is the 
Deſign of theſe three: Books 3, fo that the whole Bo- 
dy ot Chrittianity is explained in them, as far as 
15 necetlary, As for the hr Book, I thought 
tit to add it to the reſt, to thew how harmonioul! 
the Holy Scripture, the Perſon of Jeſus Chri/?, the 
human Nature, and the whole Creation, conſpire 
and agree together: And how all Things center in 
the One, Etern al, and Living ORIGINAL, which 
is Gov. 


3. Tur Deſign of this third Boob, is to in- 
{truct ue, how ge /e.& aud find the .igdom of Hea- 


Ven witDin lis. 


To know Nr with our Underſtanding, 
= not to love Him, is nothing Worth. On the 
other Hand, 7f 15 17; firately better to lade Him, than 
io be able to diſpute and diſcaurſe atout Him. Let 
us learn, therefore, ſo to ſeck Chri/? with our Un- 
derſtanding, that we may love Him with the whole 
Strength and Power of our Will. By this we may 
be aflured, that we know Him truly, if our Know- 
ledge be productive of Love. Otherwiſe, we may 
be ſaid indeed to find and know Him, but it will 
be to our Condemnation. So our bleſſed Lord 
tells us, (att. vii. 21.) Net every one that ſaits 
=_ Ate, Lorp, LorD, Hall enter into the King- 

dem of Heaven. Moreover, there are two Ways 
of obtaining Wiſdom and Knowledge. "The one 
conſiſts in Reading and Diſputing ; the other in 
Prayer and Charity. The one makes us Learns, 
the other Hey. And between theſe there is a great 
Difference. "If thou take the firft Method, thou 
wilt never find thy internal Treaſure ; if thou take 
the /atter, thou canſt not be diſappointed. 


5. And how Glorious, how Happy a Thing is 


it, that our chicf Treaſure, viz. The Kingdom of 
GoD, 


a. a A = a AL mn 
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God, is not to be ſought without, but to be ſound 
within us; that we continually carry it about with 
us; and that neither Men nor Devils can rob us 
of it? And that this is not to be obtained by pro- 
found Learning, Skill in Languages, or Varicty 
of Books, but by a devout and humble Spirit 
Here then let us exerciſe our greateſt Care and Di- 
ligence, and turn our "Thoughts inwards to that 
hidden, celeſtial, and eternal Good ; that Divine, 
that incomparable Treaſure. Why do we ſpend 
our Time and Pains in the Purſuit of external 
Comfort, whilſt fo great a 'Treafure as the King- 
dom of God, with all its Bleflings, lies neglected 
within us? For in our Heart and Soul is the true 
School of the Holy Spirit; the — Habitation of 
the Bleſſed Trinity; the very "Temple of Gos; 
where He deſires to be worthipped in Spirit and 
Truth. | 


6. Fox tho' Gon, by his univerſal Preſence, 
is in all Things; (tho' not included in them, but 
after an incomprehenſible Manner filling Heaven 
and Earth) yet in a particular and proper Senfe, 
He dwells in the Soul of the enlightened Chriſtian; 
taking up his Seat and Habitation there, as it were, 
in his own Image and Similitude. Here He ope- 
rates in a Way ſuitable to Himſelt, anſwering and 
alliſting every Groan and Sigh of the devout Soul. 
For how is it poſſible He ſhould deny an Tang 
to him with whom, and in whom, He lives 
There is nothing more pleaſant to Divine Love, 
2 to communicate itſelf to all that unfeignedly 
cer it. 22 . 


7. Bur in order to this, the Soul muſt be at 
Reſt; which it can never be till it be diſengaged 
from the World. This the Heathens themſelves 
were ſenſible of; and accordingly one of them tells 
us, That the Soul is 9 ef Wiſdom, till it is 

2 Come 
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compoſe, a at Re. There is a fine Paſſage in 
St. Cytrian, to this Purpoſe. - This, ſays he, rs the 


true Ref and Security of the Soul, when a Mar, 


being d . f om the Storms and Tempeſts of the 
Heart and Eyes unts Gon, and 
t naleadours ye be like Him. By this he comes to un- 
der land, that all which the World calls dene and 
valuable, rs truly hidden in his exon Seu; fo that he 
neither ect nor defireth ary Thing. from with- 
out. O celeflial Treafure, to be delivered from the 
Chains and Fetters of this Merl] O chief and baimd- 
leſs Good, net to be obtained by any Labour of ours, 
nor by our Intereſt with the great 12 of this World; 
not to be gained by our Induſtry and Study; but folch 
and "_ by the Grace and Favour of GoD. Fer 
as the Light of the Sun proceeds from itſelf; the Day 
breaks from rel the Fountain ſprings from itſelf; 
the Rain falls from itſelf, and waters the Earth; 
fo the Holy Spirit deſcends freely into that Soul, wh: it 
has — itſelf from the World unto Gop. 


8. Turs Sclf-refleQtion often gives us a View 
of the inward Treaſure of our Souls, though but 
for a Moment. And one ſuch Moment vaſtly ex- 
ceeds all the Happineſs of Heaven and Earth, and 


all the Creatures. Hence St. Bernard truly ob- 


ſerved: That the Soul which has once learnt to deſcend 
into els ts ſeek the Face of Gop, and taſte the 
Stweetn ; of his Preſence in the mmoſt Receſſes of the 
Heart, will think it more tolerable to ſuffer ron 
the Pains of Hell for a Seaſon, than, me, having 
tafted the experimental Sweetneſs M this Divine Ex- 
erciſe, to return again to the Pleaſures, or rather, 
ta the weariſome Gratifications of the World and the 
Fleſh; ariſing from the inſatiable Cravings of te 
inferior Appetites. In ſhort ſuch a Soul not on! 

finds the higheſt Happineſs, by finding in its (ell 
the Preſence of 6 3 but alfo the deepeſt Miſery, 
in being Wee of it. By this the 4 AT 
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is fully inſtructed, that by dying to the World, he 
lives in GoD; and on the other Hand, that the 
more he lives to the World, ſo much the more he 
dies unto Gop: That the Soul that is dead to the 
World, truly lives unto Gop, and is his Darling 
and Joy; or, as the Song of Solomon expreſſes it, 
better than the Taſte of Wine, er the Smell o all 
—f Cant. iv. 10. On the other Hand, the 
earts of worldly Men are but four Grapes, as he 
Grapes of Sodom, which are as Gall, and their 
Clufters bitter. Deut. xxxii. 32. Lens 


9. Now the Soul that is dead to the World, 
may be diſcovered by theſe Tokens. It reſigns 
« its own Will to the Will of God in all Things; 
« it ſuppreſſes Self Love; it mortiſies the Deſires 
« of the Fleſh ; it avoids worldly Pleaſures ; it eſ- 
« teems it ſelf the vileſt and meaneſt of all Men; 
« and is not apt to judge or cenſure his Neigh- 
„ bour. Such an One refers all his Injuries and 
« Wrongs to the Gop of Righteouſneſs, to whom 
Vengeance belongeth. He is not puffed up with 
« the Applauſe of Men, nor dejected with their 
« Revilings. In a Word, he bears every "Thing 
with Patience, without Repining or Complain- 
ing.“ | 


10. BEHOLD, in this Mhriification confifts the 
true Perfection of the Chriſtian Life: Perfection is 
the denying our own Will; the Contempt of the 
Pleaſures and Profits of this Life; the Acknow- 
ledging our own Vileneſs; conſtant Reſignation to 
the Will of Gop, and unwearied Love for our 
W 9p In a Word, it is that Love, which 
thinks of nothing, ſeeks nothing, defires nothing 
but Gop. I beg the Divine Crack both upon 
thee and me, that it may pleaſe Him to begin, 
lirengthen and perfect his good Work in us, to the 
Praile and Glory of Gop. Amen / | 


| 
; 
4 


Of the Treaſure of the enlightened 
Ciiftlan. = 


HAT the Hearts of the Faithful, are the 
Habitation of the ever bleſſed Trinity, is 
largely atteſted in Scripture. But alas! who 
is there that underſtands, values, or enquires after 
this immenſe and hidden Treaſure ? Wherefore, I 
thought it worth my while to explain at large, the 
ſpiritual and heavenly Dignity of the true Chriſti- 
an, and to inſtruct every one how to ſeek and find 
this ſublime Treaſure in themſelves. The Foun- 
dation of this Doctrine has been already laid 
down and demonſtrated in the fir/f Book; proving 
how the Word of Gop, through Faith, does exert 
its Power in the Heart of Man. And in the ſecond 
Book it has been ſhewn how Gop diſcovers Him- 
ſelf to the devout Soul, as the higheſt Love, Good- 
neſs, Beauty, Holineſs and Wiſdom. 


2. Bur as this high Treaſure cannot be per- 
ceived or underſtood, but in the Quiet of the Soul, 
in which the Holy Spirit teaches us inwardly by 
the Meditation of the Word, in which He enliv- 
ens and enlightens us; in which He ſearcheth all 
Things, even the deep Things of Gop ; we muſt firſt 
of all learn, how to bring the Soul to the quiet 
State of internal Reſt ; how this hidden I = 
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this Pearl in the Field of our Hearts, is to be 
ſought for by Introverfion into our ſelves, or rather, 
into God. And this is the inward Sabbath of an 
Heart cleanſed 9 by Faith, and enlighten- 
ed by the Holy Ghoſt. From this Treaſure of the 
Spirit and Kingdom of Gop, hidden in the faithful 
Soul, ſprang the Wiſdom of all the enlightened 
Souls, Patriarchs, Prophets, and Apoſtles, that 
have ever been fince the Foundation of the World. 
This Pearl then is worth looking after; this Field 
is worth Tilling; and this Gift of the Spirit an 
2 us, as a Spark of Fire, which by 
continual Application of Breath, is blown up into 
a bright Flame. 


2. Bur that thou more fully and dift- 
inctly apprehend, how the Children of God are 
to be drawn from the exterior to the interior Man, 
or the Ground of the Heart, that they may ſearch, 
know, purify, and change it; and keep their ſpi- 
ritual Eyes fixt upon Gop, and his Kingdom in 
the inmoſt Receſſes of the Soul: I ſhall firſt of all 
more generally in this Chapter, and afterwards, 
more particularly, touch upon, and explain the 
ſeveral Heads of this Doctrine. Gop, and the 
is ＋ of Gop, are purely to be enjoyed, 
lought for, and found in the Ground of the Heart; 


true Interpretation, diſcovers outwardly ; all that 
experienced in the Ground of the Soul. 


4. Bur foraſmuch as a 
will not be ſufficient for the Simple and Unlearned, 
o bring them to this fundamental Knowledge of 
themſelves, and a true Reliſh of the ſolid Princi- 
ples of Theology ; I ſhall deſcend to a more par- 
cular Explication, and deſire them to obſerve the 


Five 


tat is, whatſoever the Holy Scripture, and its 
ought to be really, ſpiritually, and truly felt and 


al Account of this 


avon en, 2.0 - RAT. 
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Five * chief Heads of the Catechiſm ; and to Re. 
member that they are not only to be learned exter- 
nally, but to be applied and experienced internally. 
So for Inſtance; if you ſhould ſay, you believed 
that Gop delivered ue Law upon Mount Sinai, 
written upon two Tables of Stone; that this Law 
is the Will of Gop, which every good Man is 
obliged to obey: You do well to believe this. But 
this Faith profiteth little, unleſs Gop Himſelf be 
pleaſed to write his Law in your Hearts (Jer. xxxi. 
33.) and accompliſh his Will in you; but this can- 
not be done, unleſs, according to your baptiſmal 
Obligation, you dedicate your whole Heart to God, 
and offer up your own Will to Him, that his Will 
may be fulfilled in you. The Holy P/almi/t, who 
well knew the Dignity and Neceſſity of this Divine 


— 


—— 


* The Five great Catechetical Points, as they regard 
beth the Exterior and the Interior of a Chriſtian Man, 
ere theſe following : | 

I. The Baptiſm by Water, and the Baptiſm by Spirit: 
Or, the outward and wiſible Signs of the Crvnant in 
Bapti/m, and the inward ſpiritual Grace of it, accord- 
ing to the Name and Nature of a Chrifiian, expreſſed 
by one or the other of theſe. © | 

IT. The Faith of Human Aﬀent, and the Faith of 
Divine Operation: Or, an Hiſt:rical and Opinionative 
Faith, and a Living and Experimental Faith. 

III. The Law of External Obedience, and the Lew 
ef Internal Liberty, which is the perfe Law of Love: 
Or, the Commandments written on Tables of Stone, and 
thoſe auriiten on Tables of Fleſh by the Finger «of God. 

IV. Prayer of the Lips, and Prayer of the Spirit: 
Or, the Body of the Sacrifice, and the Soul of it. 

V. The Outward and Vifible Communion of the 
Church, and the Inward and Spiritual Union with 
Chriſt : Or, the ſenſible Feeding upon the Sacramental 
Elements, and the myſtical Feeding upon the wery Body 
and Blood of our Lozp, and {6 drawing in by Faith bis 
very Life and Spirit. | 

Oper 


True Chriſtianity. 129 


Operation, ſpends his whole 119 P/alm in earneſt 
Prayers to GoD, that He would vouchſafe to guide, 
direct, and govern him according to his Law and 
Teſtimonics; that this ſublime and heavenly Work 
might not by any Means be ſtopped or hindred in 


him. 


5. So in like Manner, if you believe that Chriſt 
i: your Righteeuſneſs, your Life and Bleſſedneſs, 
you certainly do well. For other Foundation tan no 
Man lay, than that is laid, which is Jeſus Chriſt. 
Neither is there Salvation in any ether; for there is 
ne other Name under Heaven given among Men, 
whereby we may be ſaved. Yet remember withall, 
that this will avail but little, unleſs you have Chr:8 
within you; that is, unleſs you lay hold on Him 
inwardly by Faith, and make Him, both as to his 
Perſon and Offices, your own. For if Chrift be 
yours, it follows, that all Things which are God's 
we alſo yours; and that if he had ten thouſand 
Worlds and Kingdoms, full of Righteouſneſs and 
Bleffing, yet, by Faith, thou art entitled to them 
all: For the Righteouſneſs of Chriſ is greater than 
all theſe. So in like Manner, though the Guilt of 
ten thouſand Worlds lay upon thee, yet ſhould it 
not be able to hurt thee. This then 1s the Trea- 
ſure which thou haſt within thee ; as our Lok 
tels us, (Lake xvii. 21.) The Kingdom of Gop 
1 within you ; that is, Righteouſneſs, and Peace, 
ond Foy in the Holy Ghoſt. 


b. Mox OVER, if thou ſay: Thou believeſt 
that Chrift is the Eternal Word of the Father ; that 
fle is the true Life and Light of Man; thou doſt 
well, But then thou muſt take Care, that this 
Word ſpeak in ther, that this Light ſhine in ther, 
that this Life live in thee. For unleſs thou haſt 
this inward Treafure in thy Soul, and be united to 
Urift by a living Faith, every Thing elſe _ 

AVal 
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avail thee nothing. Again, thou thinkeſt thy (4 W- 
obliged in Duty and Intereſt, 1e pray to Gon, » Ml. 
give Him Thanks, and to praiſe his Name; and in 
this, thou judgeſt right. But take Care with al, MW" 
that Chri/? Hunſelf pray within thee, and the Holy Mi" 
Spirit groan within thee, For as He is the S irit if MI" 
Grace end Swpplication, ſo in order to make thy Mi © 
Prayers effectual, it is neceſſary, that He alſo pray V 
in the Cloſct of thy Heart, the Temple of Spirit aut 
Truth. And if this be not done, thy Prayers ar: 
all but vain. Thou believeſt that in Baptiſa . 
Them art made a Member of Chriſt, a Child H 
Gon, and an Inheritor of the Kingdom of Heaven, © 
Thou doſt well. But unleſs thou find in thy ſelf “ 
the Fruits of Baptiſm ; ſuch as Newneſs of Liſe, , 
the Unction of the Spirit, and divine Illumination, “ 
thy Baptiſm ſhall avail thee nothing. So if thou WW" 
believeſt, that in the external Sacrament 4 N 
LorD's Sutper, thou receiveſt the true and real 

Body and Blood of Chriſt, thou doſt well. But if 
thou doſt not alſo eat it inwardly and fpiritually, 


thou wilt not only loſe all the Benefits of that In- N 
ſtitution, but doſt alſo cat and drink Condemvatin 22. 
to thy ſelf. Laſtly, if thou ſayeſt, that Chri/t was * 
the true Lamb of Gop, offered up for us upon the . 
Croſs, and that thou believeſt this, (John i. 2c.) WM: 
yet conſider what Good can this Faith do thee, Hor 
unleſs the ſame Lamb of Gop become the daily Mex 
Food and Nouriſhment of thy Soul? From all this of ( 
it appears, that thy Treaſure ought to be ue 
thee, and that unleſs thou ſeek in thine Heart, thou ““ 


ſhalt never find it. 0 u 


7. Tux true Way of attaining to this inwatd 
Treaſure is, by à true and living Faith. The Pro 
perty of a true and living Faith is, To cleave wil 
_ Gop with aur whole Heart; to put our whole Truſt 
in Him; to d pend upon Him; to dedicate and ri 


ourſelves entirely ta his Mercy; to be united to 8 
| 0 
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md to erjoy Him in the internal Reſt of the Soul. 
True Faith prefers nothing before Gop ; it makes 
Him the true Object of all its Deſires; it places its 
infnite, and perfect Good, in Him alone, who is 
\ Wc true Fountain of all Good, whether in Het ven 
f or Earth, in Time or Eternity; and all for Jeu 

Chri/l's Sake, who is the Author and Finiſher of our 
| Faith. 


8. Fa Tn brings the Soul into a State of Hea- 
renly Reft, in which Gos delights to manifeſt 
Himiſcl. This was the Occaſion of thoſe Words 
of our LoRD to Afartha : Martha, Martha, thou 
art troubled about many Things ; but ene Thing 1s 
wedſull, And Mary hath choſen that better Part, 
which ſhall not be taken from her. But what is 
that better Part, but only Gop in Jeſus Chrift ? 
Now by this Faith, which opens the Heart, and 
makes it fit to receive the Spirit of Gop, is that 
better Part choſen. By this Faith it is, that the 
whole ever- bleſſed Trinity enters into the Heart, 
and takes Poſſeſhon of it. Eph. iii. 17. Jebn xiv. 


dum of Chriſtian Religion. This is the. Fountain 
and Original of Charity, and of all Virtues. * For 
eaith produceth Love; Love produceth Hope; and 
Hope, Patience; Patience worketh Meekneſs; and 


of Gob; and the Fear of Gop teacheth us to 
pay to Him; to crucify the Fleſh; to deny ourſelves; 
n hate our own Life; and to deſpiſe the World. Up- 
o which Account St. Jahn calls Faith, The Victory 
bat evercometh the Mord. | 


rd 

-. And this was that one Thing which our 
hep recommended to the rich young Man in the 
uf Goſpel (Luke xviii. 18.) when he aſked Him, ſay- 
, Good Mater, what ſhall I do that I may inherit 
iL? When he had firſt commanded him 


to 


3. In this one Article is contained the whole. 


Mecknefs, Humility; Humility produceth the Fear 


1 


132 True Chriſtianity. 


to keep the Laws of Gon, he anſwered, A theſe 
| bave I kept from my Youth up. Jeſus bearing hin, 
faid, One Thing lackeft thou yet. Ge, fell all tha 
thou haft, and give to the Poor, and come, fully 
me, and thou ſhalt have Treaſures in Heaven. In 
which Words, Gop directs him to chooſe that © 
Thing, that better Part, by Faith; and by this 
forſaking himſelf and his worldly Poſſeſſions, to 
return to Gop the true Fountain of Happinek, 
From thig oe Thing, proceeds the whole Chriſtian WM 
Liſe, and all the Ce nihts, like a Stream 
from its Fountain; not by Compulſion or Vi-! 
lence; but from Love and Freedom of Spirit. Fr 
it is Gop that werketh in us beth to will and te d, 
according to his good 3 Neither will He 
own any Thing in us as His, which Himſelf hs 
not wrought. So that here is no Need of Laws, no 
Need of Commands or Prohibitions. For Faith, 
by its free Motion and Spirit, does every Thing in : 
us that is neceſſary to be done; that is, it ſurrer- WM ” 
ders it ſelf freely and entirely to Gop, and to tie 
Operations of his Grace. And this is what the 
| Prophet Iſaiab means, when he invites us, (Chap. 
| Iv. I.) to come unte Gon, to buy Nine and Mi 
| without Money, and without Price. 


10. ALL that Gop requires, in order, to ac- 
compliſh his Work in us, is a humble and quiet 
Spirit. And whenever He finds ſuch an Habits 
tion, there He dwells with an high Manifeſta- 
tion of his Wiſdom and Power. The Eternal 
Wiſdom of Gop cannot unite with the Wiſdom 
of Man ; but when the Human Soul is entirely 
ſubmitted unto Gop, then does Gop entirely et 
in her. But if thou. wilt engage thy Will, thy 
Underſtanding, Memory, and Affections, in tx 
Service of thy own Aeſhly Mind, then are they 10 
longer proper Inſttuments ſor the Work of G05. 
For in every Union of two Beings, it is ſuppoſ 
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that one muſt of Neceſſity be Active, and the other 
Paſſrve. But Gop is an eternally active MIND, 
an eſſential, pure Act; perpetually operating in thee, 
unleſs hindred by thee. This may be illuſtrated 
by the following Similitude: As the Eye cannot 
fx upon any Object, nor receive any Impreſſions 
from it, unleſs 1t be free from all other Images; 
(for otherwiſe one will hinder the other) ſo the 
Soul, with all her Powers, Underſtanding, Will, 
Memory, and Appetite, can receive no Impreſſi- 
ons + kn from Go p, if it be not empty 
and diſengaged from the World. The Ear cannot 
receive or enjoy the ſweeteſt Muſick, whillt it is 
employed and filled with other Sounds; fo nei- 
ther can the Soul receive the Divine Sweetneſs, 
whilſt it is cl with created Comforts. So 
then the more a Soul withdraws from the World, 
the nearer it approaches unto Gop; the more it 
renounces the Pleaſures of the Fleſh, the ncarer it 
comes to the Participation of the Divine Nature. 
A Soul thus pure and unſpotted is, as the King's 
Daughter, all Glorious within, enriched with hid- 
den Treaſure. But how can the Soul be married 
to Chrift, that is betrothed to the World? I am 
come (faith our Bleſſed LorD) to fend Fire upon 
the Earth. This is the Divine Fire of Love; and 
oh! that it would ſo burn in us, as to confume 
all our Droſs of worldly Paſſions and AiteCtions ! 
that Nothing might live and move in us, but the 
Pure and Holy Love of Gop! He adds, ver. 51. 
I come not to ſend Peace, but a Sword. Would to 
Gop the Sword of the Holy Spirit might ſo mor- 
tify and deſtroy all our carnal Concupiſcence, that 
Cop alone might move and operate in us! 


SS. 


N A PRAYER. 
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A FPR ATEN 


TX Heart faith unto Thee, O Gop; 1 % 
6 wy Face; yea, it 45 thy Face, and the Lirht 
there that I tet. "Now then teach ny 
Heart, I befeech Thee, my Lox D Gor, how it may 
ſeek Thee, and how it may find Thee. Lokb, if 
Thou be not here, there bad 1 ſcet Thee when Thou 
art gone © Or if Thou be every where, why ſce 1 
net T hee here? Certainly Theu , develleft in una- 
prodthable Light: Au bow” ha I approach Ther 
then? Or who ſhaillead me, a bring me thither, that 
1 may fee Thee there? 


FOR when, 1. ſeek Thee, my | Gop, I feeb-« 
Light. above. all lights, wich no Eye. can compre- 
hend: A Light which, ſhineth in the Darknejs of my 
Nature, and. is the Light of Liſe both to Men and. 
Angels. O li Thou up the Light af. thy. Gounte- 
ance upon me, my LORD and my Gon, that I may 
le! Too late, indeed, have. I fought Thee, | the 
Light of my Mind, the Treaſure of my. Soul, ile 
Life of my Life, the Spirit of my Spirit e let will 
nat give aver feeking Thee, ail! I find I her. Thou 
waft within me 7 yer I runs nat with Ther. The 
Things held me far from T hee, tubich cauld not be 
without Thee.. For. 1 went all abaut Seeking Thee, 
Then came I again ta my elf, and entered into ny 
/c1f, and ſaid to my; felf,, What art Thin? And what 
#5 the Fountain of thy Being? And what Manner of. 
Treaſure is that which. is 2 in Thee ? Verity, J 
am nothing without Theey the Light and Life of the 
Il arli, and the Foundation f every Being. Tos 


"143 anf 1y Fountain, and Then art the hidden Je, 
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ſure in my Soul to be revealed. O reveal thy ſelf unto 
ny Heart, that I may know Thee ta be my Gon and 
wy Lon, thro' thy Sor Jeſus Chriſt, * Thon 


haſt ſent, and who 125 unto my Soul, I am thy Sal- 
vation! Amen R <1 CY / 
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ln FAIT II. W 


ann ought to a his eſt 

Care and Bere, in dee the . 

ture and Uſe of Faith: It is Faith that unites 
us to Cbriſt, and admits us into all the Felicities 
of the Kingdom of Gop. ' Upon which Account 
it is called { Heb, xi. 1.) 4 Seh baer; the Subſtance 
of Things not een. For our whole Chriſtian Life 
conſiſts in a living and operative Faith; not in 
outſide Shews, nor painted Images of Virtue. It 
is Faith alone that can deliver us from our Bond- 
ave of Corruption and Miſery, and bring us into 
the glorlous Liberty of the Sons of Gon. ence 
a our firſt Admiſſion into the Chriſtian Church, 
dy Baptiſm, through which, as through a Gate, 
we enter into the Fold oF Cir: Sheep, Faith 
ſeems to be the firſt Step, ound Work, to 
the Whole. "He that Beh, and it baptized, 
hall be ſaved. Mark xvi. 16. And ſo St. Faul 
(Rom. x. 9, 10. ) "Ties it the Ward Ul Faith ab; | 
we Mars that A believe in "thine Heart, thou 


halt be Javed, &c. But as the Nature of Faith 
M 2 may 
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may be better known by its Fruits, I ſhall bricfy 
ſpeak to them in this Chapter. 


2. THE i of theſe is, a ſpiritual Releaſe from 
Sin and Death, from the Devil, from Hell, and 
the Curſe of the Law. For by this Faith we are 
entitled to J Chrijt, and all the Treafures of 
his Grace; particularly, Reconciliation with Gop; 
RempGae of Sins; the Hely Spirit, and Eternal 

e. 


3. He that has this Faith, cannot be hurt by 


Sin, the World, Death, the Devil, or Hell it ſell. 


He hath Chriſt dwelling in him, who is his Righ- 
teouſneſs againſt Sin; is Life againſt Death; bis 
Help againſt the Devil; his Heaven againſt Hell; 
his V ory over the World; his Blefling againſt 
the Curſes of wicked Men; his Happineſs againſt 
all the Miſeries of this World. Which our bleſſed 
Lok has briefly ſummed up in this one Sentence, 
( Jahn viii. 36.) 17 the Sen ſhall make you free, then 
ſhall ye be free indeed. Whence it appears, that 
Chrift is the Whole of Faith, and the Sum and 


Completion of all our Hopes, and all our Rleſſed- 


neſs. So that Faith gives Quictneſs to the Soul; 
Peace and Liberty to the Conſcience; freeing it 
from all Fears and Terrors, and making it reſt joy- 
fully and quietly upon Gop. mp 


4. SECONDLY. By Faith the Soul is uritel to 
Chriſt, as a Bride with her Bridegroom. (A1, i. 
19.) { will beiroth thee unto. me for ever; geb, 1 
will betroth thee unto me in Righteouſneſs, The Con- 
ſequence of this Eſpouſal is, a Communication af 
all good Things; yea, and of the Croſs it ſelf: So 
that all that Chri/? has, belongs to the Soul; and 
all that the Soul has belongs to Chrift. _ As Cbrit 
then has all celeſtial and eternal Gifts, ſuch 3 
Wildem, Righteenſucſs, Sandtification, Redempiins 

| tas I * " Bleſſec- 
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Bleſſedneſs, and Eternal Life, 1 Cor. i. 39. Yea 
is Himfelt all theſe; the Soul is entitled to them 
all, And an the other Hand, as our Soul has No- 
thing but Sin, Uncleanneſs, Calamity, Miſery, 
Sin and Death, Chri/t has taken to Him all theſe; 
beſtowing his good Things upon us, and taking 
our Sins and Miſeries upon Himſelf. - © 


5. Bur as the good Things of Chri/t are Eter- 
nal and Omnipetent ; ſo they root out, and de- 
itroy, ail that Sin, Death, and Miſery that is in 
us. For the eternal and invincible Righteouſneſs | 
of Chrif, is ſo much ſuperior to the Power of Sin 
in us, that it utterly, deſtroys and breaks it in 
Pieces; and by this Means the Soul is delivered 
from its on Sins, and cloathed with the Righte- 
ouſneſs of Feſus a4, And ſurely this is a bleſſed 
Exchange ! when a Man changes Sin for Righte- 
ouſneſs, Death for Life, a Curſe for a Bleſfing, 
and eternal Miſery for eternal Bleſſedneſs. So then 
there is no Condemnation to them that art in Chriſt 
Jeſus; ſeeing that their Sins are ſwallowed up in 
lis Righteouſneſs. For it, as St, Paul ſays, Neath 
yu up in Vifiety, it will follow, that Sin 

muſt be ſwallowed up. 2 


b. Hence alſo ariſes (3d/y) the Glory of Faith, 
which is two-fold. The one Preſent, but ſpiritual 
and ixui ible; the other Future, viſible and. glori- 
ous. Now Faith makes us Partakers of both theſe 
Kinds of Glory. So then as the Majeſty of Chri/? 
conſiſts in a 17 dom, and High-Prieſthood; to 
uſo He makes us Kings and Prie/ts unto God. An 
Honour, which St. Peter ſpeaking of, can hardly 
find Words to expreſs. But ye, fays he, are a che- 


ſen Generation, a royal Prieſthood, a holy Nation, a 


peculiar Peaple., Moreover, the Glory of Chris 

* conſiſts in this, that it is Eternal, and all 

the Bleflings and * of it are Eternal: B 
3 n 


1 v1 0 


8 o _ its Aa w — — — _ . KR 


r „ 


. Chriſtianity. 


nal Grace, everlaſting Righteouſneſs, unfading 
Contolation, endleſs Life, , — Peace, and Blel- 
ſedneſs that endureth for evermore. What Good 
could we expect from a Temporal Prince? All the 
World itſelf, and all its Bleſſings decay and periſh; 
and there is no Truſt in Princes, nor in any Child 
of Man. But Chriſt is our Eternal Ming; and all 
his Favours and Bleſhings endure to Eternity. The 
Spiritual Kingdom then of à Chriſtian conſiſts in 
this, that by Faith he is ſpiritually exalted above all 
Things; that Nothing can hurt or hinder him, in 
the great Affair of his Salvation, Yea, all Things 
are ſubject; unto him, and work together for his 
Good: As we are told, (Nom. xii. 28.) All Things 
work. together for Good, to/them that love Gon: 
Even Life, and-Death; the-World, Hell, and the 
Devil huafelf. |: 49 


7. HExcCt it appears how glorious, how uf 
friaus, how extenhve this /prritual Dominion of 2 
Chriſtian is; that all Things, whether Good or 
Evil, are forced to contribute to his ſpiritual Good, 
ſo ſoon as he is poſſeſſed of Chrift,: and Chriſi of 
him. For thd whole Treaſure and Hope of a 
Chtiſtian is, Chi apprehended by Faith. O the 

recious Liberty of a Chriſtian ! O the mighty 
Power of the inward Man! For as the Liberty, 
Righteouſneſs, and Hleſſedneſs of a Chriſtian, as 
alſo his Slavery, Sin, and Miſery, arc not external 
Things; ſo it follows, that no external Thing; 
Nothing but the meer Grace and Power of Gov, 
can juſtify, ſanctify, or glorify a Man. What 
though Body = iberty, Health, and 
Strength, and Eat and Drink well, will the Soul 


be one Jot the better for this? If the Body be Im- | 


priſoned, Sick, Weak, Hungry, and Thirty, 
will the: Soul be the Worſe ? Not at all. Ina 


Word, Nothing that is external can make the Soul 


either happy or miſerable, whilſt ſhe preſerves he 
| inward 
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inward Treaſure, and is true to her ſpiritual Li- 
berty. a | 


| 8. So allo in Reſpect of her ſpiritual Preefthoed, 
the Soul is out of Danger from any Thing that may 
happen from without. For its Sacrifices, Prayers, 
and Devotions, are' ſpiritually performed by Faith, 
without any neceſfary Dependance upon external 
Things; as Jime, Place, Garments or Temples. 
Again, the Soul is no way the better for all the 
Pomp of Ceremonial Circumſtances. "Theſe are 
not efficacious enough to lead the Soul into the 
Paths of Righteouſneis and Liberty. For all theſe 
an Hy pocrite may do, without any Benefit to his 
Soul. For there is Nothing either in Heaven or 
Earth, in which the Soul can live; Nothing that 
can beſtow upon her Evangelical Righteouſneis and 
Liberty; Nothing in which ſhe can reſt with Com- 
fort, — Chri/t alone, on whom by Faith ſhe 
comfortably and joyfully depends. This is what 
our Lox p himſelt tells us, (John xiv. 6.) I am the 
Hay, the Truth and the Liſe. And (Mart. xi. 28.) 
Come unto me, and ye ail find Reft unte your 
Hut. So that the Soul that is by Faith united unto 
Crit, ſtandeth in Need of Nothing: for in Chriſt 
the poſſeſſeth all Things, Food, ſoy, Peace, 
Light, Know|l Righteouſneſs, *Fruth, Wiſ⸗ 
dom, Liberty, Comfort, Bleſſedneſs, Life, and 
what not? So that Chriſt is A in all, as the Apoſ- 
tle tells us. (Cal. iii. 11.) And whatſoever exter- 
nal Rites and Ceremonies we may uſe for the Sake 
of Peace, Order, and Uniformity; we may be ſatiſ- 
hed, that, to the Pure all Things are pare, (Tit. i. 
15.) And our Lok tells us, ('fohn xv. 3.) New | 
Je are clean thre” the Word which' I have ſpoken unto 1 
5%. So that Nothing can pollute and defile the 1 
Soul, but Infidelity, and the Fruits and Conſe- - Þ | 
quences of itt 16112149 4 364113 Sido 210 VE 
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9. Tar fourth Property of Faith is The Reuora- 
tion of the whole Man. It kindlcs in him the Fire 
of Divine Love; furniſhes him with all Chriſtian 
Graces, and Works of Mercy: Not as it it merited 
| any Thing from God, but only as it renders the 

| Soul acceptable to Him. (P/. J. 14.) Offer wits 

Go the Secrifice of Thank/giving aud pay thy Nau 
to the m/ High. So that Faith e 
a new Lite in Man, aud qtuckens the Ward of 
| Go within him. For ali the Holy Scripture. is 
contained in Faith. As therefore the Word of Gob 
is Holy, True, Juſt, Living, Spiritual, Free, and 
full of all Good; fo alſo doth it make all thoſe who 
receive it in Faith, Holy, Juſt, I rue, the Ci, 
_ of GoD, throughly furniſbed unto. every. god , 
ore © *#1 14? n MF ee _ | 


| 10. Though the true and ſaving Faith triumphs 
1 over the World and the Devil; yet is it of ſuch a 
| Nature, That in pure Love, it makes it felf Scrvant 
| unte all; ſubmitting it ſelf to all for GoD's Sake. It 
| conſiders ſeriouſly with it ſelf, that Jeſus Chriſi and 
= all the heavenly Graces are freely given us by Gop; 
; fo that we ſtand in need of no worldly Thing in the 
Concern of Salvation: And with all, that Nothing 
can ſeparate us from the Love of Gop, (Rom. vii 


| 38.) and that Nothing in this World can hurt us. 
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When a Man, I ſay, endued with a lively Faith, 
conſiders all this, he cannot but acknowledge, that 


4 in mere Gratitude to Gon, he is obliged to de fat 
} bis Neighbonr, as Chriſt hath done for him. As it 
1 he ſhould fay; All my Gifts and Graces, my Hi)" i i: 
l dom, my Riches, ny Comfort, are all my Neighbaurs, " 


ty fu © =» hay > =>, =” om mw, y od Mp. 


| as freely as Jeſus Chriſt, by his infinite Mercy, bun ſe 
1 beſtowed them on me, et 
1 ; | 
il 17. Tun Fifth: Property of Faith is, That it 


conquers and triumphs over every Croſs, making # 
ſupportable to Human Nature. For we find mort 
Comforts 
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Comforts in Chriſt by Faith, than we leave 1n for- 

faking the World for his Sake: More Aqanowr, than 

the united Malice of the World can take from us. 
| In Him we meet with ſo much Love, that we ſhall 
ot regard the Hatred and Enmities of Men: So 
much Bleſſing, that all the Curſes in the World 
cannot injure us: So much Joy, that all the World 
cannot make us fad. In a Word, if it were poth- 
ble for us to be ſlain and murdered ten thouſand: 
Times over, yet Chriſt remains, and will for ever 
continue to be our LokD, and our 8 
Life; infinitely to be preferred before this ſhort and 
periſhing Life, A t 4 


12. Ir a Man could with his bodily Eyes take a 
View of ſuch a Soul as this, he would ſee the moſt 
beautiful Creature in the World, fhining forth in 
all the tranſcendent Beauties of Holineſs. Such a 
Soul is united to Gop, and by Conſequence a Par- 
tiker of his Glory. It defires nothing either in 
Time or Eternity but God alone; ſecking nothing 
for its own Sake, cither ſpiritually or naturally. 
On the other Hand, could we but ſee with our 
bodily Eyes, a Soul ſunk in the Love of it ſelf and 
the Ceed polluted all over with the Luſt of 
the Fieth, the Luſt of the Eyes, and the Pride of 
Life, and all its corrupt Thoughts and Imagina- 
tions externally figured by viſible Characters, nei- 
ther Earth nor Hell could furniſh a more dreadful 
Monſter; a more diabolical Spectacle than this, 
But in the laſt great Day, when the Hearts an 
Crrifciences of all Men {hall be laid open, and the 
inward Eye opened, that every one ſhall have a 
full View of himſelf, then ſhall- the impure Soul 
ez his ſeeret Abominations, and find in himſelf an 
eternal Spring of Sorrow, Miſery, and Torment. 
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ſence and Kingdom of Gor, whom ſhe ſhall fe 
as He is; and by Virtue of her Union with Him, 
enjoy Him as her own for ever. And he that 
rightly underſtands this Union of the Soul with 
Gop, ſhall experimentally underſtand that Expreſ- 
han of Saint Paul,, (Rom. viii. 39.) That neither 
Heigbih nor Depth can. ſeparate us from the Love of 
Gop. For if it were poſſible, that ſuch a Soul cou'd 
be thruſt down into the Regions of the Damned, 
yet could it not be excluded from the Preſence and 

.ingdom- of God, to which it is moſt intimately 
united. On the contrary, ſhould a damned Spirit, 
be admitted into the Regions of the Bleſicd, yet 
could he not be exempt from the Torments of Hell, 
which he continually carries about him. 


14. Tat Dignity of a believing Soul conſiſts in 
this, that it is the Habitation and Temple of Gon, 
in which He takes more Delight, than in the whole 
Compaſs of Heaven and Earth. So the faithful 
Soul has more of the divine Preſence, than all the 
Temples made with Hands; yea, than all the Crez- 
tures in the World. Gon communicates his whole 
Treaſures of Love to ſuch a Soul:” He rejoices and 
delights in her; yea, he created all other Beings 
only in order to make her happy and glorious, 
Wherefore, as Gop ſhews ſo much Love, and 
takes ſo much Pleaſure in the Soul of Man, He 
may more properly be ſaid to dwell in it, than in 
any material Buildings; yea than in Heaven it ſelf. 
Here He diſplays all the Wonders of his Frovidence 
and Love; yea, and for this very End has He cre- 
ated it with nobler Faculties and Powers than the 
_ reſt of the Creatures; that it may be capable of 
theſe ex2ited Communications of the Divine Grace. 
And if G oD ſhould beſtow upon the Soul any 
thing leſs than Himſclf, ſhe would reject and det- 
pie it. As the Soul is the Spauſe of the Son of 


Gov. it follows, that it is beloved by Gon abo 
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the Creatures. It was this Love that brought the 
plefled Jus down from Heaven, to be united to 
the beloved Soul, and to bring her back to her 
great Original. 

15. Now as Gop has Giſtovered this neh 
dent Love to the Soul, it naturally follows, that 
the Soul ought to reſt in Gov alone; and not to 
oſtitute its Love to any Creature, at which ſhe 
inows Goh will be offended. 80 great is the Love- 
ineſs, 10 great is the Beauty that is in God, that 
if the Soul could take never fo remote, never fo ob- 
ſure a View of it, ſhe would not be ſeparated from 
Him to gain the Whole World. The Soul then 
that is ſo beloved of Gop, ſhould be aſhamed to 
ix its Love upon any Creature. She ought to be 
heartily. aſhamed and afflicted, if ſhe has not pre- 
ferred Go before all Creatures; propoſed his 
Goty in all Things; and loved Him above all 


Things. This is the true Contrition which is ac 


ceptable to Go * 


C HAP. II. 
of true and living. FAITH. . 
HE Property of 8 


Heart; but from what? From the World, 
and all earthly, vain, periſhing Deſires; in 


* =! 


Word, from all Things in which corrupt Nature 
tler whether Riches, Honours, or Pleaſures. 


For Faith fixes its Eye upon thoſe Things only 
that are inviſible and eternal. And when all Im- 


Rents are removed, an Union 22 
or 
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For Gop, whereſoever He finds a Soul empty cf 
the World, there He delights to operate, and ma- 
nifeſt Himſelf, as the Spring of Life and Comfort, 
The uſual Speech of Chril, in the Goſpel, to the 
Sick whom He cured, was, Ty Faith hath mad: 
thee whole. His Meaning was not, that this was 
the Effect of the mere Act of Faith ; but that Faith 
had ſo cleanſed, purihed, and humbled the $4, 
that it was now fit for the more exalted Maniſeſt- 


| ations of the Divine Power and Preſence. 


2. Wren Gop has once taken Poſſeſſion of 
ſuch an Habitation, He quickly operates in it all 
the Wonders of his Grece; in which He rejoice, 
as once He did in our LORD Jeſus Chri/t. Be- 
cauſe in Him He accompliſhed his own Will, 
without any Let or Impediment. For ns Il ird er 


Action can pleaſe Him, which does not begin and 


end in Him. And as Gop delights thus to ope- 
rate in Man, fo He continually waits to ſee when 
we are fit to receive Him; being more ready to 
Ib than we are either to aſk or to receive. Take 

ced, therefore, that thou neglect not the preſent 


Opportunity. When the Day of Grace is over, | 


we ſhall all receive according to our Works, and 
according to the Principle of Love, that ruled in 
our Hearts, whether it be good or bad, Gop a 
the Creature. And this is bo certain, that ſhould 
all the Saints of God, intercede with Tears of 
Blood for any one Man, it would be all loft La- 
bour. For. that which has engroſſed thy Aﬀections 
here, ſhall be thy Portion to Eternity. | 


3. AND as true Faith doth purify the Heart 
from worldly Love; ſo does it alſo from inerd. 
nate Affection, as Anger and Impatience ; plant- 
ing Meckneſs and Patience in their Stead, Fo! 
Gor worketh nothing in the Souls of the Faithful, 
but that which is agreeable to his own _ 

| 0 
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Now what is He, but mere Love, very Paticnce, 
and Meeknels it ſelf, as He has manifeſted himſelf 
in our bleſſed LoR D? As then the Love of Gon 
overflows towards all Men, having Mercy upon 
all; ſo it produces the fame Love in every Chriſ- 
tian Soul; a Love free and univerſal ; making no 
Difference either of Friend or Foe; but being 

ually united to Gop, and to the whole Race of 

ankind. Moreover, this Love rejoices in all the 
good Things that Gop beitows upon Man, and is 
pleaſed with the Variety of Gifts, which are be- 
ſtowed upon the ſeveral Members of Chri/f's Bo- 
dy; to cach of which he pays a proper and pro- 
portionable Reſpect. For as there is a mutual A- 
ereement between the ſeveral Members of the na- 
tural Body, in which the more ignoble Parts, as 
the Hands and Feet, ' ſerve the more noble, as the 
Head, the Eyes, and the Heart; ſo ought there to 
be the ſame Agreement between the Members of 
the myſtical Body of Chr. | 


4 WHEREFORF, if we mect with any Mem- 
ber of Chri/t, who is more worthy and honourable 
than our ſelves, we ought proportionably to eſteem 
him more than our ſelves, And the greater Por- 
tion of Divine Grace and Favour he has received 
from Jeſus Chri/?, our ſupreme Head, the greater 
Reſpect and Love we ought to pay Him. For this 
Good is common to all; as being derived from 
our univerſal Head Chri/t Feſus. Charity makes 
ill our Neighbour's Bleſſings our own. And what- - 
ſoever we love in Gop, and for his Sake, conſidered 
4 an univerſal Good, is properly ours. And as 
by Charity, all our Neighbours Bleſlings are made 
our own ; ſo how many, or how great Favours ſo- 
wer Gop beſtows upon a good Man, they are no 
ds mine than his; if I love them as the Gifts of 
Gop, and for his Sake. Yea, if any Man receive 
the ings of Gop with Fear and Humility, not 
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with Pride and Arrogance; and it I can behold 
them in him, and love them for Gop's Sake, and 
as procceding from Him, they are as properly mine 
as His. 


5. Tus is the Way, by which we are /prritu- 

| olly rich in Gon, and are made Partakers of all the 
| Bieſhngs of Heaven and Earth; yea, and of all the 
fl Happiness that is laid up in Store for the Children 
| of GoD, by the Mediation of our Spiritual Head, 
1 Chri/? Feſus. So deep, fo cloſe is this Union, that 


I am actually and properly poſſeſſed of all the Blefl- 
ings, which our Head, Chriff Feſus, has diffuſcd 
through all his Members, whether Men or Angels, 
in Heaven or Earth. 


| | 65. Tux Soul of Man, flowing out into worldly 
i Things, and cleaving to the Creatures, is like a 
wandring Sheep, whom the great Shepherd of San 
tries, by all the Methods of his Mercy and Wi- 
dom, to bring back to the Fold. Thus the Royal 
Pſalmiſt concludes his beautiful cxixth Pſalm ; / 
have gene aſtray {ike a Sheep that is ef? O ſeek thy 
S-ruant. Which Expreſſion docs, to the ſpiritual 
Man, diſcover the whole Work of Ilunm nation and 
Divine Wiſdom. For as the Sou! of Man is pla- 
ced between Time and Eternity, ſo ſoon as ever 
ſhe turns herſelf to Time, the forgets 5 and 
retires every Day further and further from Divine. 
Things. But if ſhe turns herſelf to 9 theß 
ſhe forgets the Creatures, recovers her Liberty, 
draws nearer to Gon, and is throughly drawn un- 
to Him. For there is Nothing dearer to Gos, 
than a Sul abſtracted from the Creatures, and te- 
ſigned to Him. Then, and not till then, the Sd 
[ enjoys true Peace; taſtes the Food of Life; and 
4 fecls in herſelf the true Fruits of that Divine Unc- 
#4 tian, that ſpiritual Chriſm, which denominates u- 
in truly Chri/tians. 
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7. AND if theſe Things are ſo, who can doubt 
| but that it is the Duty of every true Chriſtian, if 
not oftner, yet once a Day at leaſt, to taſte this 

Divine Food of the Soul, which is Gop Himſelf; 

that thereby he may be refreſhed with true Peace, 
g and repleniſhed with the Fulneſs of Divine Grace? 
, Wouldeſt thou, O Man, but throughly conſidor 
F this, I doubt not but thou wouldeſt be much more 
y in Love with Heaven, than with Earth! Wert 
, thou but thus diſpoſed, tho' the Burden of a whole 
X Kingdom lay upon thy Shoulders, as it did upon 
p David's, yet ſhould it be no Hindrance to thy pi- 
ous Exerciſes, For the Creatures arc not in them- 
by ſelves hurtful; but are only fo to him, whoſe Sul is 

in Captivity to them. Or as it is faid, (P/el. Ixii. 

10.) who ſetteth his Heart upon them, which ought 
y to be entirely conſecrated, dedicated, and devoted 
0 to God. Upon this Foundation ftood the Royal 
ls Pſalmiſt, when he cried out, (P/al. Ixxiii. 25.) 
„Los, whom have I in Heaven but Thee * aud 
a there is none upon Earth which I defire beſide Ther. 


a For 2 is the Sweetneſs of Divine Love, that 
4 the Soul which has once taſted it, does immediate- 
deſpiſe Sufferings ; and looks upon the Love or 


id atred of this World, with Indifference and Con- 
* tempt. They that are admitted to theſe hidden 
1 Joys, have perpetual Peace in Gop with all the 

Creatures, whether Friends or Enemies. To theſe 
ne the Yoke of Chriſt is ſweet ; for they are in Chrift, 
ch, and Chriſt in them; and his Preſence makes their 
IL Burden light, whilſt He bears it in them, and they 
* in Him. This is what St. Paul fays, I tan do all 
Dy Things through Chriſt that flrengtheneth me. 


8. FRom what has been faid, it appears, how 
- profitable an Exerciſe it is for every Chriſtian, once 
E a Day at lea, to retire into his own Heart, into 
at Gop, and into Chri/t; to draw thence true Peace 
* ef Soul; and to learn there the true Uſe of Temparel 
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Bleſſings. Our Miſery requires this of us, which 
in ſuch a San Gon will not ſuffer to laſt long; 
and fo does eur daily Crs, which Chri/t, by this 
Means, makes light and eaſy to us. Not to ſay, 
that thou, O Chriſtian, art continually admoniſh- 
ed by the Spirit of Gon within thee, to ſigh and 
pray for the Love of Gop, and of Go p alone; 
and to grieve within thy ſelf, when any worldly 
Impediments draw thee from it. This, this is the 
true Calling of the Holy Ghoſt ; this is the Vll. 
Felgved Fnocking at the Deer of thy Heart, for 2 
living Teſtimony, that our Heart, ought to be the 
Bed-Chamber of our Heavenly Bridegroom. 


3 CH AP. IV. 

"Of the Love of Gov. 

| LTE that defires to become the Temple and 
Habitation of Gop, muſt firſt diveſt him- 


| ſelf of the Love of the World, and then exer- 
f ciſe himſelf in the Love of Gov. For no Man can 
| receive the one, without quitting the other; or be 
; filled with the Spirit of Gop, before he be evacu- 
ated of the Spirit of 'the World. Now as the 


| 5 . 

| Loaditone, by a Touch, draweth Iron to it; ſo 

| Gop firſt touches, with his Divine Love, the Soul, 
; which he intcnds to draw and unite to Himſelf. 


} 2. AND this Divine Love is fo extenſive, that, 
like the Sun, it ſhines upon all; yea, it ſhines 
| | more univerſally than the Sun it ſelf; difplaying it 
Ml ſelf equally upon all Men. So that it is not the 
1 Fault of Gop, (Who is pure Light, and 1250 | 


RS 


theirs, if 
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Love) but of Men, if they do not perceive or en- 
oy it. For when the Spirit of Gon approaches 
Ind with the higheſt Love, and moſt ardent Af- 
fection, He pales. cr finds their Hearts full of the 
Love of the World, and all Uncleanneſs; bein 

crouded with Covetouſneſs, Pride, Luſt, Hatred, 
and evil Thoughts; which force Him to retire, 
and withdraw his Graces from them. For the Soul 
is indeed touched and drawn down by the Mag- 
netiſm of Earth; or rather, of Hell. Whence it 
appears, that ſeeing (30D is ready, like the Sun in 
the Fi 8 to communicate the Rays of his 


are not enlightened by it. 
therefore we know theſe Things, let us bee eu 
ſelves from the Love of the World, and turn to Te 
* bs Gop; watching diligently unto Prayer. Let 
ur earneſtly for the Love of Gop in Chri/t, 
by — we are — to Him. Let us knock at 
the Door of his holy Wounds, and from thence 
expect Salvation. And if we do this, no doubt 
Gop will open to us, and give us Admiſſion into 
that high — of Love, in which we ſhall be re- 
freſhed with all the Treaſures of Gon. And who 
can doubt, but that the GD af Mercy, the Foun- 
tain of Happineſs, will fill the Heart of Man with 
more ſubſtantial Joys, than any cke this periſh- 
ing World can afford. 


3. AND whoſoever. loveth God, ſhall be loved 
by all the Saints and holy s. If I love Gop, 
I am thereby entitled to the of all the Inha- 
bitants of the City of God z a Love that far ſur- 
palles the higheſt of Aﬀection. And as all 
the Heavenly Hoſt have the higheſt Love for. God, 
and rejoice more in his Honour, than in their own 
Happineſs ; (if we could conſider them abſtracted 
ſrom each other) ſo is their Joy proportionably 
great, at very Step of our Convertion ; and their 


N 3 Hap- 
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Happineſs enhanced by every Advance we make in 
the Love of Gon. Now one Sign of Divine Love 
is. this, that we uſe the Creatures with Fear and 
#Humiity.. For he that is endued with a- Habit of 
Nivine. Love, whether he cat or drink, or whatever 
ha doth elſe, like a dutiful Son, doth every Thing 
with Reverence and Fear; having his Eye con- 
ſtantly fixed upon the Glory of his Heavenly Fa- 
ther. From this Feat of Gos, flow the many deep 
Sighs and paſhonate Groans of the devout Soul; 
which by gentle Degrees, mount him from Earth 
to Heaven. For de diſcovers ſo many Corruptions 
in himſelf, obſtructing the Light, and quenching 
the Flames of the Holy Spirit, that he is forced to 
cry out, When ſhall I be redeemed from the Earth, 
to follow my Beloved wwhitherſoever be goeth! 


4. AND truly theſe Sighs and Groans muſt be 
frequently mounting up to the Mercy - Seat of 
(0D; that, by the Afliſtance of the Divine Grace, 
we may bear up, and not faint under the manifold 
Miſeries of this wretched State. This did all the 
Holy Men of old Time, when they laboured un- 
der the Senſe of ſpiritual Infirmities. They raiſed 
their broken Spirits unto Gop by devout Sighs, 
penitential ears, and humble Acknowledgments of 
their Miſery ; which returned back into their own 
Boſoms, with a large Encreaſe of Grace and ſpi- 
ritual Strength. He that ſeeks. Him alone, in the 
Integrity of his Heart, ſhall ſurely find Him, and 
be admitted to all the Bleſſings — Happineſs that 
are to be found in the Preſence of Gon. He that 
iccks Gon. in Truth, finds Gop, and all Things 
that are God's. And whoſoever ſeeks for Nothing 
elſe, and looks for Nothing elſe but Gop only, 
unto, Him doth GOD maniteſt Himſelf, and con- 
fer upon him all that is laid up in Him: that the 
ſame/may. as property be ſaig to belong to Man 
as to Goo. +5 
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5. By this Means the Eſſence, the Flame, the 
Root, and Spring of Love, are preſerved pure and 
unſhaken. And by Love we reit in Gop, and re- 
joice in all his Diſpenſations. So that if it thould 
pleaſe Gop to fink ſuch a Man to the loweſt Hell, 
he would not open his Mouth, but reſt ſatisfied 
with the Will of Gop; in which only he finds 
Happineſs. In this Love true Peace is to be found; 
when in Gop, and for Gop's Sake, we love every 
Thing; Croſſes and Tribulations not excepted. 
Frod band unites us to Gop, and to all the World. 
And the Happineſs of ſuch a State is inexpreſſibly 


great. 


6. IF any Man love Mz, (ith Chrift, John 
xiv. 23.) he will keep my Sayings. Not only thoſe 
which he hears in the outward and viſible Temple, 
but thoſe alſo which are heard in the true Temple 
of the Soul; without which the outward Hearing 
availeth little. And this inward Voice of Gop 
2 canſt not hear, unleſs the Love of Gob be in 


7. The moſt certain Token of the Love of Gos, 
(faith St. Gregory the Great,) 75, that toe receive 
all the Adverfities that GoD ſhall think fit to 7 
upon 15, without any Impatience in Thought, Wor 
or Actions. If we do this, ' without donbt we truly 
lee Gop; if not, it it certain, that tue lobe Him 
net ſincerely, but rt our ſelves and our otoun things 
before Him : though nathing can be froperiy ſaid to be 
a Man's own but Sin; every thing elſe is Gov's. 
Take heed therefore that thou prefer not even the 
Gifts of God before Himſelf, whom if thou love 
purely and above all Things, then thou ſhalt hear 
Him ſpeak Peace to thy Soul; according to that 
daying of our Lok p, He that leveth Mie, to him will 
Imaniſeſt My ſelf, John. xiv. 21. And this Ma- 
nifeſtation is made by the Opening of the _ 

and- 
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— the Illumination of the Heart by tbe $;;. 
rit of Knowledge, of Under/tanding, of Fortitudz, 
and of Fear; and eſpecially by the Purifying and 
Enlightning of the inward Eyes, to ſec and OR 
Fejus Chrift. | 1 | 


— 2 * — 
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CHAP. v. 
What makes our Works acceptable ti 


_ Gor. Hit we may find Grace 4 
be juſtified before Him. 


S Man in his natural State is obnoxious to 
the Wrath of Gop, ſo all his natural 
how great and good ſoever they may ap- 
pear in the Eye of the World, are ſubject to the 
ſame Wrath. For without the Grace of Gop we 
can do Nething that is acceptable in his Sight, But 
if a Man bein a State of Grace, then all his Works 
are acceptable to Gop; becauſe it is the Grace of 
Gon which worketh them in him. 


2. WHENCE it appears, that all Manner of 
Gifts whatſoever, (as St. Paul affures us) are to 
be aſcribed to the Grace of Gop, not to our elv, 
(1 Cor. xv. 10.) and that by our own Works, we 
can never be juſtified or ſaved. For though a Mat 
ſhould ſuffer all the Pains of Martyrdom ; though 
he ſhould perform all the good Actions that wer 
ever done by all the Saints from the Beginning df 
the World, or that thall ever be done by any; 
though he ſhould feed upon Nought but Stones and 
Thorrs, and ſuffer Death; not once, but wy 
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Day; yet could he not hereby of himſelf, be able 
to procure the leaſt Grace. Depend not then upon 
thine own Works, but upon the infinite Mercies 
of Gor in Feſus Chriſt, with a reſigned and hum- 
ble Spirit. And then be confident, that the ſame 
Jeſus will, of his free Love and Mercy, give thee 
whatever he ſhall ſee expedient for thee, This is 
the Meaning of that Oracle of our LorpD, (Lute 
xvii. 10.) J/hen ye have done all, ſay, Me are un- 
profitable Servants. 


3. O merciful Gop | how poor, how wretched, 
how worthleſs in thy Sight is our Righteouſneſs! 
It is no better than filthy Rags : for all the Works 


of gead Men, that have ever been wrought from the 


Beginning of the World, or ſhall be to the End of 
it, would be of no Value for our Juſtification. 
Enter then into thy purchaſed Inheritance by the 
ſafe Gate; even the meritorious Wounds of thy 
bleſſed Saviour. Offer up to Gop his Paſſion, for 
the Puniſhments which thou haſt deſerved ; his 
holy Thoughts, for thy polluted Imaginations; his 
2 Words, for thy vain Speeches; all 
bis Works, his Poverty, his Patience, his Meck- 
neſs and Charity, for all thy Defects and Omiffi- 
ons. Keep thine Eyes fixed on the bleſſed Jeſus, 
and thou ſhalt obtain Grace and Favour with 
Gop. With the prodigal Son, return to thy of- 
tended Father, and He will receive and embrace 
tiee, His Mercies are unchangeably the ſame, 
rady to be communicated to every — Peni- 
tent. This He freely offers to all. And Nothing 
s more eaſy to Him, than to ſhew Mercy to him 


that aſks it in Faith. For his Hand is not ſhortned, 


that He cannot ſave. 


4. THE more wretched thou appeareſt in his 
dicht, the more welcome ſhalt thou be to Him, 


Who is deſirous to enrich thee out of his own T rea- 
( ' | | 
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ſures, And the Sins of the whole World, bear n» 
more Proportion to his infinite Mercies, than a 
ſingle Drop of Water to the vaſt Ocean. But { 
foon as ever thou art in a State of Grace, all thy 
Works wrought in thee, ſhall be acceptable to 
Gov, through his K Son, by whom 
alone we have Acceſs to his Mercies. In this Faith, 
in this Unizn with the Son of Gop, thou ſhalt live, 
He is that living Fountain that purifieth all our Un- 
cleanneſs, and maketh all our Works acceptable 
in his Sight. But till take heed to thy ſelf, and 
remember that thou reft not, even in thy ſpiritud 
Gifts and Privileges, which as a Child of Grace 
are beſtowed upon thee ; but in Gop alone, the 
Author and Giver of them. Hence we are com- 
manded, (P/alm xxxvii. 4.) To delight in th 
Lokp; not in his Gifts, but in his Glory; that 
his Wilt may be perfected in thee, and in Cres 


5. As Rivers return back to their reſpedive 
Fountain-Heads ; ſo muſt we refer all our Gifts and 
Graces to God: in order to which; let this Rule 
be deeply fixed in our Minds. If thou had all the 
== and Graces, which Gop has beftowed, either in 

en, or o Earth, with the good Works of all 
the Saints that have been ſince the Foundation of the 
Cs fo foon as ever thou breinneft to take an inir. 
dinate Plen — in them, and delight in them as d 
Prop: thine own, they are immediate folluted 
and fl {with the Stain 2 Guilt of Ids For 
there af Nothing either in Heayen or Farth, i 
which we ouſt to reſt, but Gop alone. And 


-when we are come to this, then Gop Himſelf 1 
our Joy, our Delight, our Reſt, our Fulneſs, out 
Treaſure, our Ric es, and our Refuge both within 
and without. And in this conſiſts the Perfection 
and Fulneſs of Bleſſing. We then become prope 


'Vellels of Divine Grace. For in proud my 
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which are the Organs and Inſtruments of the De- 
vil, Gop cannot operate; bt He. giveth Grace 
# the Humble, and filleth their Sou + with his Hi 
Treaſures. Inward Pride is the fruitful Root of 


ill Vices. By this the Devil keepeth his ſtrong 


Hold in the Soul, where Gop W 
to inhabit. 


6. Tux Vine, as to its outward Form, ſeems to 
thoſe that know it not, to be but a vile and uſeleſs 
ant, fit for nothing but the Fires and yet under 
that mean Outſide, conceals generous Veins and 
rings of moſt noble Juice. Such are all thoſe 
du ine Perſons, + thro? whom the Spins of on 

tes. They appear in the Sight of Men, vile, 
— 4 and — aac tible. Their Appearance 48 
lumble, void of Pomp and Grandeur; but within 
they are full of ae Treaſure; even living 
*reams of Blefling, flowing inceſſantly from the 
Throne and Preſence of Gop. But they that are 
puffed up with their Gifts, or that make a Show 
of their —* — theſe, by dif ay ing ſo induſtriouſ- 


ly their good Deeds to the World, en ee 
cived — * Reward. | 


7. Ir then thou wouldeſt have 
table WP Gon, y theſe Four 
Rules: ( \ Think N thy Actions; not 
. * ſelf, but ani] of all — (2.) Let this 
Humility ns deeply rooted and grounded in thy 
Soul, humbling t by fel not only under the Hand on 

ob, but every Man, whether ſmall or great; 

« an hearty Senſe of thine. own, Unwortluneſs. 
Look u pen all eng pe gy 


Works ap- 


c Gop; 1 regarding Him as ; thy beſt 5 
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. 
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be careful to avoid every Thing that may be likely 
to offend Him. He that deſpiſes theſe Four Rules, 
renders even his beſt Actions unclean in the Sight 
of Gop. But he that carefully attends to them, 
ſhall be like a green Olive Tree in the Houſe of 
his Gop, bearing Fruit abunda. itly to everlaſting 


Life. 


8. Ax here we muſt obſerve: That even the 
moſt inconſiderable Thing that thou doſt, if it 
ſerve the Cod of thy Neighbour, is acceptable to 
Gop; whilſt he that employeth not his Talent to 
that End, ſhall have a dreadful Account to give at 
the laſt Day. This is the End of God's Gifts, 
that we ſhould readily and induſtriouſly employ 
them for the Benefit of others. Every Action, 
every Art, Employment, and Profeſſion, were 
— by Gop for this End. And theſe are the 

orks which our LoRD tells us, are wrought in 
Gop, (John iii. 21.) that is, in Faith and Cha- 
rity, directed ſolely to the Glory of Gon, and the 
Benefit of our Neighbour; without any Reſpect cf 
Honour or Advantage to our felves, of which eve- 

Man's own Conſcience is the Judge. Conſider 
then carefully with thy ſelf the Ground and Springs 
of all thy Actions; remembring that if thou ne- 
gle& or refuſe to employ the Bleſſings of God for 
thy Neighbour's Benefit, thou mayeſt have the 
ſame Puniſhment with the flothful Servant, who 
was deprived of his Talent which he had hid in the 
Ground. | 


9. Tur Sum of all is this, That all our Works, 
how ſpecious ſoever Y -may appear, if Lo, 
directed to any other End but Gop, are No- 
thing but Vanity and Idolatry. For he is truly an 
Idolater, who propoſes any other End or Aim but 
Gop. Wherefore, if thou haſt any Gifts, uk 


them; 
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them; but take Heed that thy Heart reſt not in 
them; if thou doſt thou art gui'ty of Idolatry. 


10. LeT all that defire to be the true Lovers of 
Jeſus Chri/?, bear their Croſs in this World, be it 
what it will. If thou flee from one, another will 
meet thee: and do what thou wilt, thou muſt bear 


it. But under every Croſs the Hand of Gop is 


with us to lighten it, and make it eaſy to us. 


11. Bur perhaps thou art in Doubt with thy 
ſelf, whether the Croſs which thou ſuffereſt comes 
from Gor. If fo, let this be the Teſt. Whatſo- 
ever thou ſuffereſt for thine own Sake will be grie- 
vous and tedious. But if thou ſuffer for Gop's 
ate, it is his Croſs. And then, what matters it 
whether thy Load be an Hundred or a Thouſand 
Pound Weight? He will lend a helping Hand, and 
make thy Yoke eaſy, and thy Burden light. Good 
Lokp, lay upon me what Burden thou pleaſeſt, 
only aſſiſt my Weakneſs with the everlaſting Arms 
of thy Omnipotence! Next obſerve, That the 
chorceft Bleſſings of God are beſtetued upon us, whilſt 
we are under the Croſs.” And though they are ſome- 
times beftowed befere-hand, yet it is the Croſs that 
confirms and roots them in the Soul. And being fo 
neceſſary to the Soul, Gon has given the larger 
dhare of it to his faithful Friends and Servants, 
and particularly to his only begotten Son Jeſus 
Chriſt. Every Affliction is a Token of Divine 
Love, commiſſioned to viſit us for our Good. And 
the united Malice of Earth and Hell cannot do the 
leaſt Hurt to a devout Soul trained up in Sufferings, 
and obedient to the Diſcipline of the Croſs. The 
more his Enemies aſſault him, the higher is he ex- 
ated by Gor. And though he ſhould be thruſt 
down into Hell, yet there ſhould he meet his Gop, 
and Hell it ſelf ſhould be an Heaven to him. 


Vor. II. O 12. As 
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12. As Salt preſerves Fleſh from Putrefaction; 
ſo do Afflictions and Temptations keep the Soul 
trom Sin and Miſery. And the deeper a Maa 
| links into Humility by the Croſs, the deeper does 
he penetrate into the Heart of Gop, which is al- 
ways open to receive and embrace the mortified 
and humble Soul. This is the great End propoſed 
by Gop, in all his yarious Methods of humbling 
us, that being ſenſible of our own Corruption, we 
may die to our ſelves, and live entirely unto Him. 
The Saints of old, when under heavy Tcibulations 
could no otherways poſleſs their Souls in Patience, 
than by a total Abandon and Denial of themſelves; 
being ready to ſubmit to every Croſs which Gop 
faculd lay upon them, even though it ſhould laſt 
their whole Life long. By this Humility, Obedi- 
ence, and Self-denial, they were at laſt delivered. 
For having anſwered the End deſigned by Gop in 
ſending Croſſes upon them, He was pleaſed imme- 
diately to releaſe them. 


13. THhovu canſt not be hurt by any Croſs, 
unleſs by being fretful and impatient under it. 
Thou art wrong, if thou thinkeſt thy felf injured 
by this or that Man: "They cannot hurt thee if thy 
Mind is ſteady and even under its Burden. Be al- 
ſured, that as long as thou art Maſter of thy felt, 
the whole World can do thee no Harm. If then 
thou wouldeſt be ſafe againſt the Aſſaults of thine 
Enemy, be ſilent; anſwer not again, even 2s 4 
dead Man in ohe e Mouth are no 2 Every 
Calumny and Reproach which the World ſhal 
caſt upon thee, ſhall be as ſo many Rays of Light, 
encircling thy Head with a Crawn of Glory. | 
will — rs this Doctrine of the Croſs with juſt 
mentioning theſe three Degrees of Patience, in 
which true Victory conſiſts, Ihe Fir/t is, To 
ſuffer without Murmuring. The Second is, Not 


on! y to ſuffer patiently, but even to wiſh * Sut- 
ering 
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fering for Chri/?'s Sake, from a pure Love of Him. 
The Third is, To rejoice in Suffering; and this 1s 
the greateſt VicToRYy of all. 


n 


A PRAYER 


For lively Fair in CnRIST. 


ORD Jxsus, the Author and Finiſher of our 


Faith ! Let thy Mord fo powerfully operate in 

my Soul, that I may Jens underſtand that 
Myſtery of Inquiry, which afrfted all my Facu!- 
ties; ** and feel the 22 2 Chriſt 
Jeſus, throughty nieted in me. Let Faith, as a 
Flame kindled from above, burn in me, and pur purify 
ell my Draſs and Uncleanneſs ; and kt thy 3 
Light fo break forth in my Soul, that I may 75 
fre the Wonders of thy Low, and the Sev o 
Kingdom, but may aff arrive at an — U non 
toit Thee, 


2. Take away the Deformities my Nature has con- 
trafted by Sin, and cloath me with the fine Linnen 0 
thy Righteouſneſs, that I may appear all beautiful in 
thy Sight. Grant that my Faith, being firmly rooted 
in a contrite and humble Heart, may bring 2 plen- 
tifully the Fruits of the Spirit; wah ly and vigorouſly 


Working by Love. Delivir me from all falſe Notions 


about Faith, by which many have been led to De- 
firuftion. 


3. Teach me, O Lokp, that the true Faith in 
Thee, is the Work of thy Almig TIO fo that 
ter I have been Nrickn — a 00 Senſe of — 
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ewn Corruption, and of the Vengtance due to my Sins, 
/ may, by the Father, at length be drawn to the Sen; 
and being guie tened by his enlivening Grace and Righ- 
tei. 76 „, and fealed with his Spirit, as the Earn 
and Pledge of my future Inheritance, I may again 
return to the Father, and be eternaily hap , in the 
Fruitien of bis Love. 


4. Grant me, merciful Jeſu! a deep Senſe of i: 
Power 0 oo Faith upon my Soul Let my Faith 
be the Viftory that overc a the Werld, * 
dotun the very Seed of Sin. De Thou fo purify ny 
polluted Heart by Faith, that it may be a proper Hu- 
bitation for Thee; and that Thou mayeft gracioufh 
veuchſafe to dwell in me, | 


5. And * „I feel the Power of this Faith or 
ing and operating in me, then, I beſeech Ther, al; 
me with. thy gracious Pr eſavce, to water this 2 
Plant with plentiful Showers of thy Grace, that i! 
may take deep Noot dnwnwards, and bear plentiful, 
the Fruits of Life upwards. Let this Faith le ar 
heavenly Light in me, by which I may fully under. 
and the deplorable Corruption of my Nature, and 
the promiſed Redemption by Jeſus Uri 


6. Grant that this Spark e Faith, once fiudllu 
in me, may be blown into a Flame by daily Aſpira- 
tions of devout Love. Let every Croſs and Tribula- 
tien, whether within or without. contribute to firing 
then this Life of Faith, which thy Word hath pla. 
ed in me. Above all, give me the fincere Milt f 
thy Mord, to quench the longing T hirft of my fee 
Sul; and let it penetrate into all my Powers and Fa- 
0. ubties, till I grow up into a per Feet Man, unis the 
Aeaſure of the Stature of * — 7 14 Chriſt 
And having at laft paſſed * all the Temptation 
and Trials of true Faith, may 1 paſs into the ul 


PHaſſion of "ol Toys, of which I have bad a Ft 


tft 
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taſte here; and for ever drink of thoſe Rivers of Plea- 
ſure which are at thy Right Hand; to whom be afſ- 
lribed all Praiſe, Honour, and Glory, for ever. 
Amen! N 


U 


- 
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ASPIRATIONS. 
0 FE SU, enlighten me with the Brightneſs of 


thine eternal Light : And chaſe all Darkneſs 


from my Soul. 


dend forth thy Light and thy Truth, to ſhine over 
the Earth; for I am a black and fruitleſs Soil, till 
| am warmed and made pregnant with thy Beams. 


Wl Shower down thy Grace from above; and fink thy 
Heavenly Dew into my Heart. | 


_ Let the Fload-Gates of Pieiy and Devotion over- 
| Wi the Face of the whole Earth. 


0 unite my Soul to Thee, for Thou only, OLoxkp, 
i Wt Sufficient for the Soul that Ioveth Thee, | 


uM The Exp of the THIRD Book. 
He O 3 OF 


TRUE CHRISTIANITY, 


00000080000:0000009020 


The FOURTH BOOK, 


09903000909-009002 0000 


The INTRODUCTION. 


That the Creatures are our Guides and 


Inſtructors to lead us to the Knooledg: 
of Gop, 


MI Bok ©: the Prince of Prophets, in his 


Book of Geneſis, produces two ſtron 


Proofs of the Being of a Gop. The f!/ 


is taken from the great World. The ſecond tro 
the leſſer World, which is Man. And becauſe d 


theſe, the Maker and Preſerver of all Things l 


manifeſted, and in lively Characters engraved uf 
on our Hearts; ; therefore the Hol . 8 
quently appeal to them both. { intend, in tl 


Book, to follow the lame Method ; and by * 


„„ Y YO CEHIIR L 4A a. 
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Reflections upon both the greater and leſſer World, 
endeavour to ſhew, that the Creatures are as it 
were the Hands and Meſſengers of Gon, in a 
ſound and Chriſtian Senſe; leading us to the 
Knowledge of Gop and Chri/t. | 


2. OzSERVvE now the Method by which the 
Creatures lead us unto Gor. He invites us by all 
the engaging Invitations and Promiſes of the Goſ- 
pel ; and not content with that, He offers us many 
great and noble Gifts ; doing us Good from Heaven; 
ſending us fruitful Seaſons ; and filling our Hearts 
with Food and Gladneſs. All which Bleflings are 
as fo many Meflengers ſent from God to draw us 
to Himſelf, and to inſtruct us how to taſte the 
Goodneſs of the Creator in that of the Creature. 


3. For this Reaſon it was, that Gop made 
Man fo weak, needy, and helpleſs, that by the 
Variety of his Bleſſings, and Multitude of his Be- 
nefits, He might draw him to Himſelf, and teach 
him by theſe various Inftances of his Love and 
Goodneſs, that all the Comfort and Sweetneſs 
which he taſtes in the Creature, really proceed 
from the Creator; and that He alone is able to 
Comfort, Relieve, and Support us, when thoſe pe- 
riſhing Comforts forſake us. 


4. Bur the greateſt of all Gop's Meſſengers, the 
moſt excellent of all his Gifts, is the Lorp Jeſus 
Chri/t, the only begotten Son of Gop. In Him 
is all the Fulneſs and Perfection of Divine Love 
and Goodneſs. His Mercy is over all his Works, 
and by Him all Things were made. By Him all 
Things conſiſt. He upholdeth all Things by the Mord 
of his Power. This premiſed, I begin treating of 
the ſix Days Creation, to promote the Knowledge, 
Glory, and Praiſe of Gop. | 

CHAP. 
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Of the Licht, the Work of the 
Firſt Day. 


N thoſe Words of Jeb, ch. xxxviii. 19. ere 
is the Way, where Light dwelleth? And as for 
Darkneſs, where is the Place thereef The holy 

Writer intimates, that the Nature of Light is very 


difficult to be explained, and ſcarce to be compre- 


hended by finite Underſtandings. For though we 
know Something of it by our Sight, yet it is but 
little. However let us employ little, to pro- 
mote the Glory of Gop. 


2. FirsT then, LiIo Hr is a moſt ſubtil, and 

re Brightneſs ; ſeparated from Darkneſs in the 

rning of the Creation, when Gop commanded 
the Light to ſhine out of Darkneſs. By this the 
World is enlightened and comforted, and all its 
beautiful Variety diſtinctly known. By this as 
ſome think, the Light of Life was conveyed into 
the great World, incorporating it ſelf with every 
Creature. From this pure Brightneſs Light and 
Beauty flowed into the Globe of the Sun, conſti- 


tuting it the great Luminary of the Day, by which 


it is governed and directed. 


3. Bor as it is the Duty of a Chriſtian to con- 
template the Works of Gor with ſpiritual Eyes, 


ſo as therein to ſee the Creator, Let us take a near- 


cr 
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er View of this Subject, and ſee how the Light and 
the Sun bear Witneſs of Gop and Crit. | 


4. Ax the firſt Concluſion that naturally pre- 
ſents it ſelf is this: If Gop created fo lovely, fo 
refreſhing a Light, how much more lovely, com- 
fortable, and refreſhing a Ligbt is He Himſelf? 
Therefore to the Queſtion. //by Gop firſt of all 
created Light? One anſwers: Becauſe from his own 
eſential Light, the viſible Light does almoſt naturally 
proceed, as that which bears tbe neareſt Reſemblance 
1% his own Nature; and therefore he calls Light a 
little after, the Image of the Goodneſs of Gon. 


5. AND whereas Gop made the Light, that 
thereby the true external Form, Shape, and Beauty 
of the Creatures might be diſtinctly ſeen, it fol- 
lows, that there is another Secret and my/terious 
Light, whereby the internal Form and Signatures 
of the Creatures may be likewife known ; from 
which nothing can be hidden or concealed. And 
this Light is the ETERNAL WisbomM or Gop, 
which being compared with the natural and created 
Light, is called, The Brightneſs of the everlaſting 


Light. Wild. vii. 26. 


6. FaoM the Light of the Sun, alſo ſhines forth 
the moſt” pure, deep, and ardent Love of Gop. 
For whom did He create the Sun? Certainly not for 
Himſelf, for He needeth not the Sun, nor any o- 
ther created Light, being Himſelf a Light infinite 
and eternal. For our Sakes therefore He created it. 
do that every Ray of Light proceeding from the 
dun, is a Ray of divine Love towards Mankind. 
And as the eternal Wiſdom of Gop is a bright 
dun, clearly diſcovering his Mercy and Benefi- 
cence; ſo according to the Nature and Properties 
of the viſible Sun and Light, it may alſo be called 
an Image of the Divine Goodneſs. | 
7. THE 
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7. THe created A alſo determines the Or. Wl © 


3 


der, Seafons, Bounds, Figures, and Diſtinctions of 0 
all created Things. For without it, the whole k 
World would be nothing but Darkneſs and Conſu- G 
ſion. So that upon this Account alſo, the Light th 
is an Image of the Divine Wiſdom. F | 
Li 


8. Tur created Light, by its Brightneſs and 
Splendor, makes every Thing turn to it; ſo the 6 
Coodneß of Gop draws all Things to it ſelf, a 0 
the firſt Root, Centre, an inciple of all MW 


Things. wed 

9. The Light of the Sun is pure and ſpotleſs: fo o 
is the Love of Gop towards Mankind. Hence 10 
alſo the Divine Wiſdom being a ſpotleſs Light, is 15 
according to this 22 of the Sun, The pot 
Mirrour of the Divine Majefty. bt 
ore; 
7 
to. As the Light flows plentifully and freely " 

from the Sun; ſo does the Love of Gop deſcend 
plentifully upon us. As the Sun ſhines freely upon I 
all without Reſpecr Divine * 


0 Perſons : fo does the | 
Love overflow all Mankind. As the Light pro- 2 
ceeds from the Nature and Eſſence of the dun; ſo 15 
does the Love of Gop flow from the very Nature W. 
and Eſſence of the Divine Mind. N 


11. Moreover as Gop created the external BY .| 
Light for the greater World, viſible Bodies ;' / 

He did at the ſame Time provide an inward and Br. 
ſpiritual Light for the Soul, And this Light of 155 
the Soul, is Gop the Father, Jeſus Chriſt, and the Hr 


| | Holy Ghoſt; the ever-blefſed and undivided Trinity, Wi. 
by whom our Underſtandings are enlightned thro * 
| aith. : T 
Way 


72. As the Sun enlightens the World, ſo dos «, 
Chrift the Soul. He is the true Light that enlighten! 
every 
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wery Man that comes into the World, and is there- 
fore called by the Prophet Malachi the "__ 
Righteouſneſs. (Chap. iv. 2.) And St. James 

Gop, the Father of Lights. (Chap i. 17.) And 
the Holy Ghoſt appeared upon the Apoſtles in the 
Form of fiery Tongues, (As ii. 3.) and from this 
eternal Light proceeds the Light of Grace, the 
Light of Wiſdom and Divine Knowledge ; the 
Light of Truth and Life; the Light of Joy and 
Conſolation 3 the Light of God's Countenance ; 
the Light of Faith and all Chriſtian Virtues. 


13. THE, Light is comfortable and refreſhing. 
And who can doubt but, in the bright Day of 
Eternity, the blefled Saints ſhall be refreſhed with 
Joy unſpeakable? Without all Queſtion, the 
Light of the everlaſting Sun of Righteouſneſs ſhall 
zive us infinitely more Delight and Joy, than this 
created Sun can do, which only gives Light to a 
World of Miſery and Sorrow. 


14. Tur Light awakens thoſe that ſleep, and 
puts them in mind of riſing. So Chrift our Light 
rouſes us from the Sleep of Sin. (Zpb. v. 14.) 
Awake thou that feepef and Chriſt ſhall give thee 
Lizht, The Light directs the Traveller in his 
Way. So faith Chrift, (John viii. 12. 13. 46.) 1 
am the Light of the Warld, he that fallaweth me, 
walketh not in Darkneſs, but ſball baue the Light 
Lie. Moreover as the corporeal Light has a 
lecret vital Power in it: So as Chrift is our 
Light, in Him alſo was Life, and the Life was the 
Liebt of Men. (John i. 4. P/al. xxvil. 1.) The 
Lanp is my Light and my Saluation, He is the 
deren gh of my Life, 


15. As the Light cannot be ſeen any other 
Ways than by it ſelf : So Gop cannot be known 
but by Himfat, (Pal. xxxvi. 10.) ſu thy Light 


we 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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we ſhall fee Light, And as the external Light 
drives away the Darkneſs, and the Spirits of Dark- 
neſs : So Chrift, who is the Light of God in u, 
chaces away all the Works of Darkneſs, and Satan, 
And Gop mult ſpeak the Word in us, as he did 
at the firſt Creation, Let there be Light] or wi 
ſhall for ever remain in Darkneſs. This made the 
Pſalmiſt fay, (P/al. xviii. 29.) Ther, LoRD, al 
light my Candle : The LoRp hall make my Darn; 

te be Light. 8 


16. As the Light makes all Things clear and 
plain So there is Nothing in Heaven or in Earth; 
no Spirit, no Being, nor the very Thoughts of the 
Heart, cah be hidden from the Light of Divine 
Wiſdom. Heb. iv. 12, 13. Hence the PfalnitM / 
ſays, (Pſal. xc. 8.) Thou haſt ſet our Miſdeed; le- 
fore Thee, and our ſecret Sins in the Light of thy 
Countenance. And (Pſal. cxxxix. 2.) Thou und- x 
ſandeſt my Thoughts long . (Wiſd. vii. 231 
WFijdom geeth through all Underſtanding, pure aH 5 
mojt ſubtil Spirits. t! 


17. LasTLy. The Light and Sun are an Ar- 
gument and Type of the Glorification of our Soul c 
and Bodies at the Reſurrection. For tho' the G- 0 
rihcation of our Souls be, in ſome Degree, accon-W 4 
pliſhed in this Life, by the Power of the Holy Spi Y 
rit, according to that of the Corinthians, Med ;; 
with open Face beholding, as in a Glaſs, the Gl ot 
of the LoRD, are changed into the ſame Image fri b, 
Glory to Glory, even as by the Spirit of the LOW o 
Yet theſe are but the imperfect Beginnings, aq . 
firſt Glimpſes of eternal Happineſs. But hereafeſ E. 
both Soul and Body ſhall be cloathed with ever ch 
laſting Light and Glory. Hence St. Paul, (1 Cp. 
XV. 41.) There is one Glory of the Sun, and ani: F. 
H Glory of the Moon, and another Glory of the Stat f eu 
| | Se is alſo the Reſurrettion of the Dead. And 1 7 pe 
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Firmament ; and they that turn many to Rightcouj- 
weſs, as the Stars for ever and ever. 


CHAP. .. 


Of IIe Avrx; the Merk of the & econd 
1 


HouGH there be a great Diſpute mane 
Divines and Philoſophers, concerning the 
Matter and Subſtance of Heaven, we ſhall 
reſt ſatisfied with theſe Words of Gon, Let there 
te a Firmament in the Midſt of the Waters. Which 
Jeb expreſles, (Chap. xxxvii. 18.) by ftretching aut 
the Heavens as a molten Looking-Glafs. 


2. By the Order of the Elements we may con- 
clude, that the material Heaven is the pureſt, 
cleareſt, and moſt ſubtil Matter of the great Hun- 
dane Syſtem; free from all elementary A N a 
pure, tranſparent, ſpotleſs, incorruptible Body. It 
is alſo endued with various Powers and Capacitics 
of acting upon this lower World; being expanded 
by the Hand of the Almighty into a moſt capaci- 
ous and fplendid Form, and incomprehenſible Sphe- 
ricalneſs; not only for the better containing the 
Expanſion of the Air, and the Terraqueous Globe, 
that neither of the Elements may move out of its 


Place, (for on this Account allo it is called the 


Firmament] but that by the Roundneſs of its Fi- 

gure, it may more conveniently and equally diſ- 

penſe its Influences upon this lower World. 
Vor. II. P 3. Fox 
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They that be wife ſhall ſhine as the Brightneſs of the 
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3- For the better underſtanding this, it wil 
not be improper to conſider it in Relation to the 
other Elements. The Earth, we find, is thick, 
dark, and heavy. The Mater is more pure, ſub- 
til, and tine than the Earth. For the leſs earthy 
Mixture there is in the Water, ſo much the 
clearer it is. The Air is ſtill purer and clearer than 
the Water, being perfectly diaphanous and impal. 
pable; ſo fine and pellucid, that it is imperceptible 
to the fineſt Eye. Now if there be fo great a Dif- 
ference — Earth and Water, and betwixt 
Water and Air, in Reſpect of Subſtance; it fol. 
lows, that Heaven, which is exalted above the Re- 
gion of the Air, is of the cleareſt and pureſt Ef- t 
jence... From whence it alſo follows, that being ſo MW 2 
ry omg Payne. yer ore, A» eat 0 
of acting. b 
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4. AnD who can doubt, but that this bright 
and pure Structure of Heaven, with all its wontder- 
ful Properties, is a ſtrong Evidence and Witne!s 
of Gon? What is Heaven, and all the Beauty ct 
Nature, (ſays one of the Antients) but. an itluferi- 
ers Mirrour, in which we view the Winders of their 

Mater. For if God created ſo glorious, ſo fim 
à Subſtance, as our weak Underitandings cannot 
comprehend or explain; how glorious, unſcarch- 
able, unutterable a Brix muſt that Gop be, who 
created it? If He has made ſo glorious a Heaven 
to overſpread, ſurround, und enlighten Mankind, 
during their ſhort Abode here; how illuſtrious 4 
Manſion think we, has He reſeryed for us herc- 
after, in the Region of Life- and Immortality) 

Hence St. Paul tells us, (2 Cer. v. 1, 2.) Me fn; 
if this "earthly Henſr of our Tabernactebe difſotui's 
tie haue a Building of Gop, an Houſe not mac 
with Hands,” eternal in the Heavens. For in this ut 
groerrarneftly, defiring to be cleathed on with u 
2 73 fem . 
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5. AND as to the ſtupendous Heighth, and 
Compaſs of Heaven, to which the Earth is no 
more than a ſingle Point: ho does it inſinuate to 
us the immenſe and unſcarchable Power and Wiſ⸗ 
dom of Gon? Ae Heatens are ligber than the 
Earth, fo are my Hays higher than your , ang 
my 7 boughts, than your Ti houghts, Jaith: the Lok n. 
Does not its Rowndneſs mind us of the Eternity ef 
Gon ? For of both there is neither ing nor 
End. Does it not alſo put us in mind of his Ons + 

nipotence? For as the Heaven ſurrounds and en- 
compaſſes all Things, ſo does the Gon of Heaven 
contain, ſupport, and comprchend all his Crea- 
tures. ha bath the Waters in the Hellow 
of bis Hand ?. And meted out Heauen with a & 
and comprebended the Duſt of the Earth in a 
ſure, and weighed the Mountains in = Cond and the 
Hills in a Ballance? 


6. Ap as in a Circle; i el 
upper or lower; ſo Gon fills all Things equally. 
—_— Earth are full of the Majeſty of his 

lory. Je is not om every ane u; in Him 
we — and Ages, ny our 2 For tho 
there be many Creatures under us, as is demon- 
ſtrable from the Figure of the Earth; yet by the 
wonderſull Power of God, the Heaven is every 
where over our Heads, and we look up directly 
towards it, by Reaſon of the immenſe Bignels: of 
this circular Of this Roundneſs the Sor of 
Sirach ſpeaks, ( cede, xliii. 12.) He compaſſeth the 
Heaven with a glorious Circle, and =_ n = the 
A Higb have bended l. 


7. Doxs not alſo the Firmament of Head re- 
mind us of the conſtant, immutable Truth of Gop 
and his Word? For who is it that ſupports the 
Heaven from falling? Where are the Pillars that 
ſuitain it? Or how _ it Bang, but upon * 
| 2 0 
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of Cow? 7he Pillars of Haden tremble, faith (Jad, 
Chap. xxvi. 0 11.) and are aſtoniſbed at bis Re- 
prof. HE hildetl back the Face of his Throne, and 
Hreadinth bis ct % wpen it. And if by his Word 
He hath ſo ſtrongly fixed the Heavens, who can 
doubt but He will keep his Word and Promiſe to 
us? I he ſuftert the Heavens by the Ford of bn 
Peer. doubt not but He will ſupport, protect, 
and Prelerve thee for ever. 


8. Bor from this created Heaven, learn to raiſe 
thy Thoughts to the myſtical one, I here there i; 
Funes of y and Pleafurts for evermire. - This 
St. Paul calls the third Heavens And the Gloty 
into which Jeſus Chriſt was received. This our 
Lorp Himfelf calls, his Father's Houſe, where He 
is now prefaring a Place for 4. (Jam xiv. 2) 
Moreover, by Meditation upon this external Hezs 
ven, thou mayeſt learn to deſcend into thy elf; 
into thine own Heart and Soul; for there alſo is 
Heaven, and the Habitat ion of Gov. 


9. Let this external Heaven lead-thee likewiſe 
8 the nem Heaven, oſ which St. Peter ſpeaks, J, 
according to his Promiſe, lock for new Heavens and a 
veto Earth, in which dwelleth Righteouſneſs. For 
though this viſible Heaven was created ſo pure by 
Gov: as not tò be ſubject to Corruption; yet theſe 
Heavens are nat clean in his Sight: 7 ey ſhall pe. 
riſh, and was old like a Garment, aum u, Fejture 
Matt thou "thaibe then, avid they Hall be changed. 


But every Chritfian ſhall ſay, I ſaw a new Heaven 


40. 4 nel) Hurtbh, fer the fir fl Hinten and the firft 
Furth Tere paſſed away. And He that fate up 
the Throne, fuld, Behold, I make all Things ne. 


Brh#l4 I ereate new Heben, and a new Earth: 


and the former ſhall not be remembredy nor be brougit 
inio Mind. How beautiful, how illuſtrious will be 


this City of Gop, this heavenly Jeriſalem, whoſe 


Builder 
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Builder and Maker is Go? Who can decfare the 
Glory of that happy Place? Eye hath not ſcen, nor 
Ear heard, nor hath it entered into the Heart of 
Man to conceive the Things that GroD hath prepa- 
red for them that love Him. Hence the Evangeliſt, 
St. John, deſcribes the new and heavenly City b. 

all the precious and coſtly Things in Nature. The 
City, he fays, was of pure Gold, like unto Chryſtal; 
the Foundations were of precious Stones, the Gates 
of Pearls : And it wants neither Sun or Moon, le- 
cauſe the Glory of the LoRD enlightens it. In a 
Word, This is that Heaven, in which Gop will 
be Al in all. (1. Cor. xv. 28.) We” 
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CA. III. 
Of the Separation of tbe Vaters from 
the Dry Land; the Work of the Third 
D N *. 


HE EARTH, is the groſſeſt Subſtance of 
the World,. ſeparated from the Waters, and 
fixed by the Power of God to be the Re- 
ccptacle of all the Heavenly Influences. There- 
fore, as the Heavens are ſpherical, ſo is the Earth, 
in Union with the Water making up one Globe. 
This Terraqueous Globe hangs in the Air by the 
Power of the Almighty, repleniſhed with the vital 
and inviſible Seeds of all the viſible Trees, Plants, 


and Vegetables. 


2. Tu ge Structure and Foundation 
at the Earth, is a moſt certain and wonderful 


P 3 Witnels 
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Witnels of the Power of Gon. For by what 
Pillars is the Earth ſupported ? Or where are its 
Foundations? He hath hung the Earth upon No- 


* 


thing; faith Feb, Chap. xxvi. 7. For it hangs in 
the Midit of Heaven, borne up in the expanded 
Air, begirt with the Waters, as with Girdles or 
Swaddling Bands. So faith the Pfalmiſt, ( P/al. civ, 
6.) Tu eovereft it with the Deep, like as with a 
Garment. "There is a great Congruity between 
Air and Water, fo that they ſupport one another; 
as appears by the Clouds,. which though they be 
vaſt Mountains of Water, yet are ſupported by 
the Air from falling; for the Power of Bearing and 
ouitaining, is a particular Property of the Air. 
Jeb xxvi. 8. Fe bindeth up the Waters in his thick 
(Ch, ard the Gleud is wnot' rent wider them. 

3. Tus Foundation of the Earth in the Wa- 
ters, and by the Waters, in the Centre of the val: 
Expanſe ct Air, is a very-clear Argument of the 
Divine Omnipotence. here tat then, (faith He 
to Job, Choxaxviil. 4.) when 4 laid the Fowndation: 
of the Kurth'? Who hath laid te Meaſures theres: 
II ho laid the Corner-Stone theres Signifying there- 
by, that this Foundation of the Earth could not be 
comprehended by human Underſtanding ; but muſt 
be counted amongſt the infinite Wonders of On- 
nipotence ; of which this is not the leaſt, that the 
Globe of the Earth ſhould ſtand in the Waters, 
and yet not be ſwallowed up by them. Therefore 
ſaith holy David, [ Pfal. xlvi. 2.) We will nat fear 
100 the Earth be moved, and the the Hills be carri- 
ed into the Midft of the Sea; the” the Waters therat 
rage and ſibell, and the the Mountains ſhake at th: 
Temeſt of the fame. | 


4. And this is that Farth which, as the Plalmi 
tells us, (Pal. cxv. 15.) Gop hath given to the 
O laren of Men, And though, as to its _— 
9 Om, 
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Form, it appears to be a ſhapeleſs, hard, thick, 
dead, dry and cold Maſs; yet is it in Truth a liv- 
ing and noble Element, enriched by Gop with 
Variety of Bleſſings, and ſeminal Virtues. "Theſe 
ſeminal Powers never reſt ; but, like hidden, living 
Stars, are always labouring till they have produced 
their Fruits, adorned with beautiful Form, Sym- 
metry, Smell, Laſte, and Colour; with. external 
dignatures, repreſenting their inward Virtues: and 
Qualitics. F if L414 ths 


5. So then, out of the Earth, as out of a Bed- 
Chamber, come forth all the Varieties of Plants 
and Vegetables, having exchanged their old Cloaths 
for a new, bright, and ſhining Dreſs. They come 
forth with exquiſite Beauty, Smell, and Colour; 
and do as it were call to Mankind, “ Look upon 
& us, ye unbelicving Sons of Men! We were once 
& dead, and are now alive again. We have laid 
© ahde our old Garments and Bodies, and are re- 
e newed in our Root and Original. Do ye alſo 
imitate us. Lay aſide the old Man, and put an the 
* #620; being renewed in your eternal Original, 
« Gon, in whoſe Image ye were created. If ye 
do this, then in the Day of the righteous Judg- 
ment of Gop, when ye have loſt your old Bo- 
dies, ye ſhall, like us, come forth out of the 
« Earth, with new Bodies, cloathed with immortal 
„Glory, of which our new-born Beauty is but a 
« faint Reſemblance. And whilſt ye are in this 
„World, take not too much T bought for the Body. 
“ Conſider us, whom the Gon of Nature has 
« yearly, for ſo many thouſand Years, ſince the 
Foundation of the World to this Time, pro- 
* vided with beautiful and comely Cloathing, as 
* an Argument of his Bounty and Goodnels, 
* Conlider- our Virtues and Powers, which are 
given and laid out, not for our, but for 
* dake and Benefit. We bloom and bloſſom, not 
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* for our Good but your's ; yea, the Bleſſing of 
66 Gop bloſſoms — us.“ 


6. Anone the Vegetables alſo a Man may dif- 
cern ten thouſand Limes ten thouſand Witneſles 
of the Goodneſs and Omnipotence of Gop. For 
here we have a perfect Collection of Drugs and 
Simples, an admirable and compleat Herbal; yea, 
a living one, not furniſhed with faint Draughts, 
and dead Pictures; but graved with living Charac- 
ters and Impreſſions, to be read by every curious 
Spectator, but not to be fully underſtood by any, 
but Him that made them. And *til] we come ful- 
ly to underſtand their Divine Si W we can- 
not ſo perfectly know the Won of ee 
contained — them. 


7. Evezy Herb and Plant has its proper Mark 
and Signature, which is nothing leſs than the In- 
ſeription and Hand-Writing of GOD, whereby 
He hath wonderfully and — marked and 
diſtinguiſhed them all, according to their ſecret 
Virtues and Qualitias, All which are plain to be 
diſcerned by the curious Obſerver. Every Turf 
we tread upon is furniſhed both with Food and 
Phyſick. Yea, in the ſmalleſt Grain or Seed is 
manifeſted the unſearchable Wiſdom - of - G 00. 
He has created Nothing in vain. And the mi- 
nuteſt Part of the Creation is not to be over- 
looked or deſpiſed ; fince we . not the thou- 
ſandth Part of its Virtues. 


8. ConsIDER moreover, how ths bountiful 
Creator has provided not only for Man, but alio 
for the Fowls of the Air, and the Beaſts of the 
Field; how He has provided Food for all Hal; 
how He bringeth ferth Graſs for the Cattle, ard 
Green Herb for the Service of Men; how He bring 
Feed out of the Earth, and Wine that maketh gh 

: 
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the Heart of Man. So that we may properly call 
the Earth the Store-Houſe of Gop, in which are 
laid up ſuch Variety of Bleflings both for Man and 
Beaſt : Upon which Account the Pſalmiſt ſays, 
Ve Harth is full of the Goodneſs of - the LORD. 


. AVERY wordertal Effect of this Divine 


dv; ſo that in one fingle Morſel is contained the 
Nouriſhment of all the Members of the external 
Body, and its Virtue diffuſes itſelf through the 
Whole. And becauſe of this univerſal, nutritive 
Quality that is in Bread, the eternal Son of Gon 
calls himſelf the BREAD oF Lips, { Febn ui. 35.) 


and Spirit. 


10. Ir is no leſs wonderful that the greateſt 
Plant, yea the greateſt Tree, with its Root, Trunk, 
Boughs, Leaves, Seed, Flowers, and Fruit, (cach 
of which has either a nutritive or fanative Virtue) 
ſhould be contained in a very ſmall Sced. And that 
every Year: the ſame Catalogue of Plants and Trees, 
with their reſpective Fruits and + -ds, ſhould ap 


contains in it all thoſe Powers which ſucceſſively 
diſplay themſelves in ſo great a Varicty, Size, Big- 
nels, Ihickneſs, and Heighth. Which is indeed 
amazing to any one that 4tzall duly conſider it. 


* * * 4 wy wo my TO FW ws TW © Wo 


It. I canNoT allo but take Notice, how the 
Herbs and Graſs, upon which the Beaſt and Cattle 
feed, become Food for Man; being changed into 
the Milk and Fleſh of the Creatures that eat them: 
How even our Beds and Cloaths grow out of the 
Earth; ſoraſmuch as both. Sheep and Birds live 
upon the Fruits of it: Laſtly, how the * get 

| * datt 
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Goodneſs is, that Bread ſuſtains the whole Bo- 


denoting his ſpiritual and univerſal Power of nou- 
riſhing and ſuſtaining the whole Man, - Boay, Soul, 
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in their proper Order and Scaſon. That ſmall Seed | 
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their Wool, and the Birds their Feathers, from the 
Paſture of the Field. 


12. As to the Frunt oy of the Earth, David 
ſpeaks of it very nobly, 4 IV. 9, 10.) They 
vit the Earth, and bleſſe/t it : Thou make/? it 
very plenteous. The River of GoD i full of Water, 
T hou prepareſt their Cern, for ſo thou provideft for 
the Earth. Thou watereſt her Furrows j Thou ſend. 
% Rain into the little Vallies there: Thou make 
it ſoft with the Drops ' of Rain, and beet the In- 
creaſe of it: Thou cretuneſ the Year with thy Gcad- 
* and thy Clouds drop Fatneſs. That is, every 
onth produces its peculiar Fruit out of its Trea- 
fury, the Boſom of the Earth. This natural Fer- 
tility of the Earth has been very much contracted 
2 the Curſe of the Almighty. Curſed is the 
arth, faith GoD, (Gen. iii. 17.) Thorns and 
Briars fhall it bring forth to thee. Fruitfulnels 
therefore muſt be regarded as the Bleſſing of 
Gon, without which à Man can neither plough, 
nor ſow, nor plant with Succeſs: Fer it 15 Gon 
that  grueth the Increaſe. Thus we are to under- 


ſtand, (P/al. cvii. 3.) A fruitful Land matetb 
— barren, for the ickedneſs of them that dwell 
rem. ASA \* y 


13: Now let our Meditations of the Fruitfulnef 
of this Earth, our Thoughts to that new 9% 
wherein dwelleth. Rightronſneſs. There the Curle, 
to which the preſent Earth is in Bondage, hall 
have no Place; it ſhall be the Region of perfect 
Bleſſedneſs. This is the new Paradiſe, full of 
celeſtial Sweetneſs, where we ſhall truly fing, lt 
Flowers appear in the Earth. (Cant. ii. 11.) 


14. I come next to the Mountains, which by 
their Heighth and Beauty are no ſmall Ornament 
to the Earth. Of theſe the Pſalmiſt ſpeaks, (Ps 

Civ. © 
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dv. 8.) The Hills aſcend, and the Valleys deſcend into 
the Place which thou haſt appointed for them. The 
Mountains are in a more particular Senſe the Trea- 
{ury of GoD, in which all Sorts of Metals are pre- 
pared and formed. Theſe are as it were ſo many 
Furnaces, in which the Matter of all Metals and 
Minerals is ſeparated and brought to Maturity. 


15. Tue Mountains ought to put us in Mind 
of the Protection of Go; and fo the Expreſſion is 
uſed in Scripture, (H/. cxxi. 1.) I will liſt up mine 
Eyes unto the Hills, from whence cometh my Help. 
As alſo of the Church of God, the Mountain of the 
Lokp's Houſe," (Ia. 'xlv« 8. Pſal. Ixxii- 3.) The 
Mouutains fhall bring Peace, and the littie Hills 
Righteouſneſs. Under this Head we may likewiſe 
confider the little Springs, and Rivers of Waters 
that run through the Valleys, adorning, 1 
and beautifying the Earth. For though in ſtri 
Propriety the Fountains belong to the Work of the 
fifth 222 the Royal Prophet, (Hſal. civ. 10.) 
puts the Mountains and ona parent, becauſe 
the Rivers ariſe from the Hills, and equally partake 
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of the celeſtial Influences with them. 


the Place 


from. whence the Rivers come, thither they 


; Wl return again. I the Waters, out of 
the Sea, through the Earth, are (weetned by Per- 
colation; yet do not every where break forth, 


nor make Springs in all Places, but according to 
the ſecret Order and Appointment of Providence. 
do faith the Pſalmiſt, (P/al.vciv. 10.) He ſendeth 
tle Springs inte the Rivers. And their perpetual 
Flowing, and continual Streams, are not only a 
great Bleſſing, and Miracle of Divine Power, but 
ac allo an apt Repreſentation of eternal Life. 1 
need not ſpeak particularly of thoſe * 
3312 eſolate 
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16. SOLOMON tells us, (Eee. i. 7.) All the 
Rivers run into the Sea, yet the Sea is not full: Uni 
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deſolate Parts of the Earth, ſerving for Nouriſh. 
ment and Refreſhment, Of which all the Beaſts of 
the Field d drink, and at which the wild Aſſes quench 


their Thirſt. (Plal. civ. 11.) 


17. Now if Gor take fo much Care of the 
Beatits of the Earth, ſhall He not much more take 
Care of us ? If the 1 of the Field cry unto Hin, 
when the Rivers are dried up, (Joel i. 20.) How 
much more ought we to call upon Him in all our 
Diſtreiſes? And whereas thoſe Places are generally 
molt pleaſant,” where there is the greateſt plenty of 

rings and Riyulets; ſo the Birds generally refort 
thitller, and /ing.among the Branches. (Pal. civ. 12.) 

As if Gop bad taken Care to fill even the Dcefarts 
with their Muſick, that ſo every Place might re- 
ſound with his Praiſes, and that Man might learn, 
even from the brute Creatures, that not only him- 
ſelf, but all the Creatures were made to praiſe and 


glorify Gov. 


3g ns $5 PIE 4. 0 11 12 4+ a+ i 
18. Pats natural Fountains ſhould put us iy 
Mind of | the: Fountain of t Grace and Salvation, the 
Water of Lite; eyen ſafe An. (Iſa, xii. 3.) And 
101th Top let us draw Water out of the Wells of Sil 
vation... We may trul ay, with T hee is the Hel 
Lie. (Iſa. Kv. 1.) Hel every one that thirſitt!, 
come pe 40 the Waters. (Rev. vii, 17.) The Lamb 
that is in the Miaſ of the-Thrave Mall feed them, gud 
lead then forth ums living Streams of Water, aud 
Gop hall wipe away.all Tears from their Eyes. 


19. The roqth Pſalm, which gives us a beauti- 
ful Account of the Work of the third Day, f/' 
caks of the Karth in general; how Gop laid its 
oundations; divided it from the Waters; adorm— 
ed it with Mountains, and water'd it with Spring 
And: thence deſcending to Particulars, takes No. 
- tice of Seven of its remarkable Productions: (1) 


0 
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The Deto, wherewith He waters the Mountains. 
(2.) The Graſs. (3.) Bread. (4.) Wine. (s.) 
0% or Balſam. (G.) The Fruits of Trees. 63 
Birds and Beaſts. - 


20. Thus David ſpeaks, (ver. 13.) He watereth 
the Hills from above: the Earth is filled with the 
Fruit of thy Works. Thus we often fee with Ad- 
miration the Clouds hovering upon the Mountains, 
like Multitudes of armed Men, and droping Show- 
ers of Plenty upon the Hills, as the Bottles of 
Heaven, Job xxxviii. 37. Sometimes alſo adding 
his Dew, which has wonderful Afinity to the 
Mountains, watering and refreſhing them with 

t Plenty. Thus it continually watered the 
fee Hill of Hermon in Judea;. and the Moun- 
tains of Gi/bon, where Saul, and Jonathan his Son, 
were ſlain. Therefore David faid, Ye Mountains 
123 let there be no Dew, neither let there be 

in upon you. 2 Sam. i. 21. | 


21. THE Effects of it are expreſſed in theſe 
Words: The Earth is with the Fruit of uy 


Meri. For it is the of Dew, to make 
the Ground rich and 72 to refreſh the Flowers 
ſcorched with eat, from whence at laſt 


the Bees, by a wonderful and artful Mixture, draw 
their Honey. Sometimes we ſee a Sort of Honey- 
dew lying upon the Leaves, as did the Manna 
heretofore. Juſt ſo, the Goſpel, like a fpiritual 
Honey, is compoſed of the Dew of the Holy Spi- 
rit; and Feſus Chrift, who is the Flower of all 


Flowers. 


22. Av p whereas it is faid, that the Earth is 
filed with the Fruit of Gop's Works: It ſignifies, 
that the Nord of Gop, the Creator, is ſtill as 
powerful and efficacious, as formerly it was; when 
He ſpake the Word, ſaying, Let the Earth bring 
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forth Graſs, the Herb yielding Fruit, So that all 
Things, from the Beginning of the World, to this 
Day, ſpring from the Word of Gop; as from an 
eternal Root and Fountain of Divine Bleſſing. 


23. SECONDLY, The Prophet ſays, He pro- 
duceth Grais for the Cattle. Nor is that the leaſt of 
Gop's Bleflings; for how could ſo many Beaſts, 
that miniſter to the ,Neceflities. of Man ſubſiſt, 
ſhould the Graſs fail, even for one Summer? From 
whence we lcarn, how mexciful Gop is to Man- 
Find, and how liberally He provides for our Ne- 

ceſſities. Hence, though the, Graſs may ſeem to 

be the leaſt and meaneſt of all the Bleflings of 

Gop, yet we cannot be ſufficiently. thankful for 

it. 80 true is that Saying, The, let of God's 

Blefſengs exceeds aur bieke/ Gratituds. |. 


- 


24. L815 alſo may furniſh us with new. Proofs 
and Arguments of the Divine Providence. (I.) He 
that conſiders, Gop takes Care of the Graſs of the 
Ground, cannot queſtion, but He takes Care of him 
and his Affairs. (2.). It may put us in Mind of our 
own. Vanity. Fer ail Fleſh ts Graſs, and the Gcod- 
lineſs thereef, at the Flower of the Field., (3) It 
may alſo miniſter Cænfant under Afflictions and 
Perſecutions, according to Pſa. xxxvii. 1, 2. Fre: 
net thyſelf becauſe Fa the Ungadly, . neither be thun eu- 
dious againſt the Evil Macs; for they ſhall ſcan be 
cut dein at the Graſs, aud wither as the gre 
Herb. #665 (400 WE 


25. Tin pv. Bringing forth Herb ſor the 
Service of Alien, that He may bring Food out of th: 
Earth, and Bread to flrengthen Man's Heart. F. 
civ. 12. Now the very Notion. of Bread implic 
In it a great Variety of miraculous Bleflings. Tir, 
it inſinuates to us, Gop's Paternal Affection. For 


a Father naturally cares and provides for his ow 
; ren. 
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dren. So Matt. vii. 9. What Man is there of yer, 
whom if his Son aſk Bread, will he give bim @ 
tone Let us remember then that Gop is ove Fu- 
er. And for this Purpoſe He made us indi 
Creatures, ſurrounding us with Infirmities and Ne 
ceſſities. So that our — Hunger and Thriſt are 
as ſo many Monitors to lead us unto Gop; and 
every Bit of Bread that we eat, ſhould put us in 
Mind of the paternal Aﬀectioh of Gov. t 2&0) 


26. (2) LeT us admire and reverence the wiſe 
Diſpenſation of Providence, which affigns to every 
Man his convenient Portion of Bread, | ſo that no 
Man has Reaſon to complain that he 1s forgotten be- 
fire Gop. (Heb. Xii. 5.) (43) Let us remember 
the Nutritive Virtue in Bread, is the very Word of 
Gop. And if Gor ſhould withdraw it, then all 
Fleſh and Blood would wither and decay as the 
Graſs of the Field. And this gives Light to that 
Place of St. Matthew. (Chap. iv. 4. Dat.” vil. 3) 
Man doth not 1 de t Bread alone; 


27. LA ez W. une ee Fuel 4 

Bread, puts us in Mind of the Bread of Life, whic 
is Chriſt, So (John. vi. 28.) I am-the' Bread of 
Life; he that cometh unto Me ſhall never Pungers and 
he that belteveth on” Me ſhall never thir Por in 
this Bread of Life, all the Powers of eaven and 
Earth, yea, and all the Power of Gop is con- 
tained; becauſe 7t pleaſed GOD that in Him all Ful- 
ne 5 ſheuld dwell, (Col. i. 9.) and that of it we ſhould 
receive, Grace for G * ( Joon i. 16.) and by 

Him, be filled with all the Fullneſs 5 Gov. (Eph. 
li. 19. Bleſſed his he that eateth this Bread! The 
earthly Bread cannot fave us from Death, but hie 
an tech of Chrift, the Bread of Life, ſhall nerer 

ie. © 1/1 
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28. Tae fourth Thing mentioned, is Vine, that 
mateth glad the Heart of Man, (Pal. civ. 16.) How 
wonderful is the Love of Gop, who has provided 
even natural Means to refreſh and comfort us! and 
as for the dejected and broken Spirit, He refreſhes 
that by the Wine of the Holy Spirit, and celeſtial 
Conſolation, drawn from the living Vine, the Lox 
Jeſas Cbriſi. This was the Wine the holy Prophets 
drank of, which made them break forth into Songs 
ct Joy and Exultation. 


29. TRE Thing is, Oil to make him a chear- 
full Conntenance. By which we are to underſtand, 
the precious Balſam or Spikenard uſed among the 
Jews, and other £aftern Nations, which dittuſed 
a Wwonderfull Strength and Vigour through their 
whole Bodies. In this Senſe we are to underſtand 

P/al. xxiii. 5.) Thou anointeft my Head with Oil. 
So our Bleſſed Saviour, when He was entertained 


by Simon, was anointed with Oil, in Token of a 


more than ordinary Welcome. And ſo great was 
the Virtue of theſe Eaſlern Unguents, that they 
uſed them in Embalming the Dead; and by that 
Means preſerved them many Hundred Years from 
Corruption, as appeared in the Body of Alexander 
the Great, which was found in the Time of Au- 
gu/tus, as freſh as if he had been interred but Veſ- 
terday, though it had lain above 300 Years. And 
this Balkam is a proper Repreſentation of that Oil, 
with which the Son of GoDp,. according to his hu- 
man Nature, was anointed without Meaſure. 
Hence the holy Pſalmiſt (Pal. xlv. 8.) Hherefere 
God, even thy GoD, hath anainted thee with the 
Oil of Gladneſs above thy Fellows. | * 


Tur foxth Thing mentioned is, the Tree 
of — Loxp (which) are fill of Sap; even the Ce- 
dars of Libanus tobich He hath _ (Pfal. civ. 
16.) There are many ſtrange Things to be _ 
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tered in Trees: Of which, two are more particu- 
larly taken Notice of in the Holy Scripture, The 
Fir/t is, That whereas they ſeem to — dead all the 
Winter, yet upon the Return of the Spring, they 
produce, firſt Leaves, and afterwards Fruit, in a 
manner plainly miraculous, and fuch as no Art can 
;mitate. For where: is the Artiſt, ' that from the 
Juice of any Tree or Vine, can form an Apple or 
a Grape? Secondly. Whereas it is ſaid, that the 
LorD hath planted them: We muſt underſtand it 
- his creating Mord: (Gen. i. 12.) By the Power 
of which, new Trees daily ariſe to — the 
Room of thoſe that die or are cut down. This 
Blefing will cleave to the Earth as long as it laſts, 
becauſe the Word of the Loxp is the univerfal- 
Root and Secd of all Things. Now the Trees, with 
their Fruits, may put us in Mind of that Divine 
(barity which ought to be in us. For as theſe 
freely beſtow their ſeveral Fruits upon Man; ſo 
— we to be affected towards Gop, and towards 
one another; That 'we may br Trees of Righteouf-" 
nlr 1t hg Fonts e the —— * Frog 5 
— » 7 botany rai ms eig 4s 
JOIN wh H of ai 29163498 as none 1 
ey SEVENTRUY; Tae Birds are the Product, 
or at leaſt a very great Ornament to che Earch. 
For though they had their Original from the Wa- 
ter, yet they build upon the Trees, and help to 
furniſh our Tables, as do alſo the wild Beaſts. 
There che Birdi build their Neſts,- and the Fir Tt, 
are 4 ae my fees Bt the Stn. D.. H ur Re © 
fuge for the I Goats, "and Sr 
for the Conies. Pal. civ. dg ee Av trad no uo 


32. From all this we may learn, that Gap 
made not the Eatth to be Yeſolate;i but has allotted" 
cen Deſarts tobe; inhabited by Birds amd wid“ 

Beaſts, that his Bounty to Man, and his Aagniße 
nce might be made known by the Multitude of his 
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Creatures; his Omnipotence, by his Works; and his 
Wiſdem by that infinite Variety of diſtin& Virtues 
and Properties, which He has beſtowed upon the 
Creatures. (P/al. Ix. 10. &c.) All the Beaſts of th: 
Foreſt are mine, and ſo are the Caitle upon a thou- 
2 Hills, I know all the Fozols of the Air, and the 


Bey af the Field are in my Sight. If I be bungry 


F will not tell thee; for the Earth is mine and the Ful- 
neſs thereof : Thi * thou that I will cat Bulls Fleſh, 
er drink the Blond of Goats? But what then is the 
Sacrifice that Gon ? Offer unto God the 
Sacrifice of Thankſgiving, and ay thy Vows 10 the 
Moft Fhigh, and call upon me in the Time of Trouble, 
fo will I bear thee, and thou fhait praiſe me.” © 


CHAP. Iv. 
Of the Sun, Moox, and STARS, the 
Work of the fourth Day. 


HE Stars are bright, heayenly Bodies, fixed 

in the Firmament of Heaven, by the Word 
of the Moit High, to enlighten the Earth, to 
diſtinguiſh the Night from the Day, to. adorn the 
Heavens: To be Signs and Tokens of Nature, oi 
Judgment, of Mercy, of Seaſons, Days, and 
Years. (1 Cor. xv. 41. Gen. i. 14. Eccleſe xliii. 2+) 


2. LIFT up your Eyes on high, (faith God, Ia. 
xl. 26.) and behald who hath created theſe Things: 
That bringeth out their Haſt by 
eth them all by their Names? We ought thereforcy 
according to his Command, to contemplate: theſe 
illuſtrious Works of his Hands, and ey 

ence 


Number, He call. 
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thence to admire and adore the Power and Wi 
dom of Him that made them. For the Heavens dr 
clare the Glory of GoD, and the rex nne! 
tis Handy-work. Pſal. xix. . 
23D) o Tub . t ee 
3. In the Stars thete-are. three Thin 
worthy of our Admiration; their Mapnincs, 
r and their N Een on wal \ 
MA dees 
4: Eoover: not but if a nen 
Globe of Fire as big as a vaſt Mountain, ora 
City all in Flame, moving to and fro in the Air, 
he would look upon it with Aſtoniſhment and Hor- 
tor. Now it is demonſtrable; that the» Globe of 
the Sun is many Hundred Times greater than the 
Earth; from hence We may. 3 
erbat and unconceivablo à Space N 
the Sun muſt take up Fee the 1 of che Het 
Stars in the Fi — t of Heaven, is far greater 
than the Earth. And yet in the Firmament are 


many Millions of theſe Stars, which, 2 Reaſon of 


their vaſt Diſtances cannot e 
5. HERE Reaſon is at a ee 'No created 
Mind can reach the Heighth and Dimenſions of 
Heaven. Hence it is, that the Holy Scriptute, 
ſpeaking of Gop's infinite Compaſſion, compates 
it to the Greatneſs of Heaven. Look hoto high the 
Heaven is in Compariſon of the Earth, fo great is his 
Mercy alſe toward them that fear Hin. Look bow 
wide ys Eaſt aiſe is from the Weſty ſo far bas ht 75 
our Sins from us. For though fh Earth be 
the Goodneſs of the Lo RD, (Plal. xxxiii. fy «4 
is the Compaſs of it too ſmall to be compared 
therewith. For this Cauſe, the Holy Spirit” bids” 
us look up to the Heighth of Heaven, furniſhed. 
with innumerable glorious Bodies, all ful of the 
Goodneſs of Cop, n! en en eder this over 
Sod eu 
4 


by us. 
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6. MoREoOVER, the incomprehenſible Great. 
neſs of the Divine Power is manifeſted, not only in 
the Bulk af, the heavenly Bodies; but alſo in their 
conſtant and immutable Courſes. For who can ob- 
ſerve without Admiration, ſuch prodigious Bodies, 
not only hanging in the Air, but moving up and 


down in it, with. conitant Regularity? And how 
great and incomprehenſible a Space muſt each of 


them have to perform their Courſes in; and theſe 
ſo determined and ſettled that they never exceed 
their appointed Limits, nor interfere. with each 
other in their Revolutions? So that David trul 
pronounces, (P/at. cxxxvi. 5.) GOD by his — 


lent, I ĩſdoni made the. Heavens.. How tranſcen- 
dently excellent muſt that Wiſdom be, that can 
guide and: govetn the infinite Hoſt of Heaven in. 
ſuch a a . en thay _— their. 


Names! 


1 17 


* * ONDEREULI/ is it e that theſe vaſt lu- 
cid Bodies {hould.havea Motion 4 rhemſelves, that 
they cannot naturally, for one Mament, ſtand 
ſtill or reſt from their Courſes. For if they ſhould, 


the whole heavenly Order would be diſturbbd: 8⁰ 
then the leaſt Star never ſtands ſtill, but is perpe- 
tually in quick and inconceivable Motion. If a 
Man could, but for a Quarter of an Hour, take a 
View of all their diſtinct Motions, he would be 
able to tell us very ſurpriaing Things, and witneß 


to us, that the whole Heaven an _—_ 


Spin Nine om v1 4d ; 


8. > Ker the Congderation of. this Matias * 
Multitude of theſe; Stars; may put us in Mind of 
thoſe bright and inviſible Stars, the Angels of (0D. 
To. this Zeb alludes, (Chap; xxxviti. 7.) ben the 
Atorning Stars ſang together, and the Sons of (50D 


/hoxtea-for Jay, By which Words, the holy Wr. 


ter: leads us from the natural Stars to the * 
Tal; 


en nn 3 


e fr awk o£< aw = 


” £Y 


True Chriſtianity. 189 


ral, even the holy Angels. For if Gop has creat- 
cd ſo great a Multitude of Stars, Who can doubt 
but that He has a much greater - Multitude of ce- 
(ftial Spirits, who praiſe Him without ceaſing? 


9. I PROCEED to the Benefits which Gop he. 
ſows upon us by the Light of the Sun and Moon. 
And thefe we muſt conſider in the Fear of Gop, 


and ſhew how we may uſe them, both in a' natu- 


ral and ſpiritual Senſe. Teil me (faith Gop to 2 


Chap. xxxviiiy 19. 31. Sc.) where is the 
where Light dwelleth; and as 5 Darkneſs, bas 
is the Place thereof? Canſt thou bind the feert In- 


s of Pleiades, or looſe the Bands of 22 * 


Can thou bring - forth Marareth in his Sea 

canſt thou guide Areturus with hrs _ — 
tlau the Ordinances of Heaven? Cunſt ow Jo 2 
Daminion thereof in the Earth? May” 7 Fi. 
thy Vaice to the Clouds, that — hey of 
may cover thee? In which Words Gop ens — 
to us his infinite Power and Wiſdom, ſuch as no 
Mortal can fearch dut. For fo unable is the wiſeſt 
Man to form Light or Darkneſs, that he cannot 
ſo much as produce a Blade of Graſs. Not unto us 
then, O LoKD, not unto us, but unto thy Name be the 
Praiſe : For thou haſt made all SAY I 
tay Hand hath formed them. 


10. Arp rſt, as for the Moon, how wonderful 
ö its Increaſe and-Decreaſe! Sometimes it ſeem 
o be ſhut up in Darkneſs; and again in its Sea 
to emerge, by Degrees, into a Fulneſs of Li 
And thee Val Varieties hath Gop appointed fot a re- 
gular Diſtinction of Times and Seaſons, and of 
tne Affairs and Buſineſs of Mankind. | 


11. Ano how abundantly is the Wi 


om of 
G00 nd D even in this certain Courſe of the 
and 


Moon, a DiſtinQtion of Seaſons? In al 
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and Conditions, the chief Part of Prudence is, to 
keep a good Order; and to obſerve the proper Op- 
portunities of Acting. So Gop Hinſelf bath er- 
dered all Trings in Meaſure, and Number and 
eigbi. Wild. xi. 20. And every Seaſon hath it; 
proper Opportunities and Bleſſings attending it. 
Te every Thing there is 4 Seaſon, and a Time 65 
every Purpoſe under the Heaven. Eccleſ. iii. 1, 
And as the hitting the proper Seaſon is truly an 
Happineſs, ſo it is alſo a Blefting of Gov; of 
whom we ought to aſk it by Prayer. 


12. AND who can chuſe but admire the certain 
Courſe of the Sun; from which the Heathens them- 


ſelves gathered the Being of a Gop; a perfect, in- 


telligent Mind, which-could govern it with ſuch ex- 
act Regularity, as that it ſhould never break out of its 
proper Sphere, which they call the Hay of the Sur, 
the Ecliptic Line; or ever deviate from the Path 
preſcribed to it. Thus it never paſles $:4thward 
over the firſt Point of Capricorn; but having brot 
us to the very Point of Winter, it turns back 
again. So when it comes Northteard, as far as the 
hoſt Point of Cancer, it immediately retires back, 
And this Courſe-it ſo regularly and nicely fulfills, 
that it never makes > Aagle Miſtalee, even of a 


Läſʒ © , EEO 


13. AND now, who can conſider theſe amazing 
Acts of Divine Power and Wiſdom, without Ad- 
miration and Praiſe to the Author of Nature? 
This aſtoniſhing M of Nature appeared ſo 
ſtupendous to the antient Heathens, that they wor- 
ſhipped even the Sun for their Gob; as being the 

eateſt and moſt beautiful of all Creatures, en- 

ightening all the World, and directing by its 
Courſe and Influences the inferior Creation. And 
this was bat a pardonable Concluſion for blind cor- 


rupt Reaſon to draw, tho every Part of the Cres- 


tion, 
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tion, to pure and right Reaſon, does fully manifeſt 
the Being and Excellencics of the Creator. | 


14. As to the Magnitude of the Sun, Moon, 
and Stars, it is ridiculous to imagine, that they 
are really no bigger than they appear to us. For 
though the Moon, and ſome of the Stars, are leſs 
than the Earth; S ws the Sun may be plain {ang 
infallibly demonſtrated, to be at "eaſt 106 
bigger; and that it appears ſo ſmall to us, is.owi 
to the Immen/ay ef its Diflance. Ocular Demon- 
ſtration convinces every Man of this, that the 
more remote any Object is, the leſſer it appears. 
But a nice Diſquiſition of theie Matters, we muſt 
leave to Aſtronomers; and be content religiouſly 
to admire what we do not underſtand. Pr 


15. Axp pere how ought we (4. ) to PCA 
Omnipetence of Go, who: appointed the Sun to 
be the Light of the Day, and the Moon, of the 
Night! Fut highly admire a light, well-built 
Houſe, with a fair > Profpedt, well-furnifhed with 
good Statues and Pictures, and painted with a great 
Variety of Colours; how much more ought we to 
look up with Gratitude and Aſtoniſhment, upon 
that — Palace of Heaven, adorned with ſo 
many, and ſo ſtupendous Lights ? For Light ir che 
hizhett Ornament of all er ge 

dino nr 

16. 12. How: profound: is 1 Wilder of Gov, 
who telleth the Number of the Stars, aud cullith them 
a by their Names. (Pi. cxlvii. 4, 5.) To which is 
immediately ſubjoined, Great it our Loxp, and 
great 3s his Power, yea, and his Wiſdom is infinite. 
How ought we then to depend upon this Wit- 
om, and be ſatisfied in all its Determinations con- 
cerning us, and not charge Him with Folly, by 
ſretending to be wiſer than He: For 'the Foolifh- 
— 25 . is wiſer than Men. 1 Cor. i. 17 Tu | 

HE 
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17. Tux certain and regular Courſe of the Sun 
and Moon, puts us in Mind of the Truth of Gon, 
and the undoubted Certainty of his Promiſes. Such 
as that of ſending the 22 of the Changes 
and Revolutions of certain States and Kingdoms; 
and other Deliverances of Mankind; all which 
appeared in their Time. Thus ſaith the Lok p, b 
the Prophet, Jeremiah, (Chap. xxxiii. 20, 25.) ir 
my Covenant be not with Day and Night, and if [ 
bave nat appointed the Ordinances of Heaven and 
Earth, that there ſhould not be Day nor Night in 
their Seaſon; Then may alſo my Covenant be broken 
with David my Servant. 


18. THE Sun, Moon, and Stars, are alſo wit- 
neſſes of the Divine Goodneſs ; and of that eternal 
Light, that enlightens, comforts, and refreſhes 
every Man that cometh into the World. We 
ſhould, by the Direction of the natural Light, al- 
pire to the Knowledge of Him that made it; and 
by the Beauty of the Created, be drawn to the 
Love of the uncreated Light. And as we naturally 
take Pleaſure in the outward Light, as the 

a 


fund wad CC. TV... 


beautiful of all the Creatures; fo ought we, with 
our whole Hearts, to love Him, who is Light Eter- 
nal; and to walk and rejoice in his Light, by with- 
drawing ourſelves from the Darkneſs of Sin. 


19. LASTLY, The viſible Sun ſhould put us in WF "' 
Mind of 4 Chrift, the ſpiritual and eternal 
Sun of Righteouſneſs. For as that ſhines equally ” 
upon all Men; ſo Chrift freely beſtows Himſel i 4 
and the Light of his Grace, upon all that will re- 
ceive Him. 
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CHAP. v. 


: _ of the Fifth Day. \ 
en 


HE Water is greater than the Earth, or 
dry Land. In treating of this, we ſhall 
it fr/t, ſpeak of its Place or Situation. (2. ) 
a} Of its Productions. (3-) How it extends its 

Branches and Fruits, like a great Tree of Water, 
Ve 12 it ſeif through the whole Globe of the 


he WM 2. FirsT then as for its Place. It poſſeſſes the Ca- 
ly WJ vitics of the Earth, and is ſo formed that Man may 
| live upon it, and travel over it as well as upon dry 
ich Land. It ſo encompaſſes the Globe of the Earthy 
er- never to ſlip out of its Place. And that Part of it 
he WM bich is under the Earth, ſticks as cloſe, as that 

which is above. Yea the very Cavity, which is the 

truc Centre and Place of the watcry Flement, has 
in n Bottom, neither is ſupported by the Earth; but, 
ml like an Egg: holds it ſelf Jaſt together, | che l fal- 
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3. Tur is unqueſtionably the belt” PHY „, 
which gives the faireſt and beſt Account of the 
Works of Gop. And this Knowledge, every 
ue Lover of Gop ought to endeavour after, that 
he may thereby know-how many glorious Crea- 
lues Jop has created for our Uſe and Benefit. 
Vo, II. R And 
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And let the trifling Pretenders to Philoſophy look 
to it, that they ſpend not their Tune in imperti- 
nent Inquiries; which, inſtead of teaching them the 
true Knowledge, lead them into Ignorance, and 
Forgettulneſs of Gop. 


4. Tux firſt Thing to be obſerved is the mutual 
Relation and Harmony, that is betwixt the different 
Elements; ſo that one does as it were breed in the 
other's Boſom, and bring forth their Fruits for the 
Uſe of Man. Thus the BF mamed breeds its Rains, 
Dews, Winds, and cooling Breezcs in the Air, 
and then ſends them down to us. So the Enrth 
produces it Fruits in the Air, where they Bud, 
Bloflom, and Ripen, are nouriſhed and cheriſhed 
by 'the Virtue of the Air, without which they 
would quickly languiſh and die. 


5. AND as the Air receives into its Boſom the 


Fruits of the Earth, and kindly cheriſhes them as 
Foſter-Children; fo likewife the Earth and I/ater 
entertain the Fruits of the Air, vi. its generative 
and vegetable Virtue with which it is endued. For 
the Air penetrates all the other Elements, and ſup- 
plies them with Life and Vigor. This is plain by 
ihe Fire, which burns no longer than it is cheriſhed 
and refreſhed with the Air. So alſo the Water, 
without this univerſal Spirit, putriſies and dies, 
like the Vegetables upon the Ground. "Thus the 
Water breeds in the Boſom of the Earth; and there 
with great and wonderful Variety produces it“ 
Fruits in greater or leſſer Plenty, according to the 
Difference of Climates. 


6. Aus theſe Productions of the watery Ele- 
ment, the frit are the Rivers which are as it were 
great Branches of that wonderfull, living Tree. 
t rom hence alſo ſprout forth tirtle Ritulets, which 


are as it were Shovts from the ſame Tree. So that 


as 
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& from one Bough of a great and fruitful Tree, 
ſpring many little Branches, and a great Deal of 
Fruit; fo one great Branch of the Element of Wa- 
ter, as the Rhine or Danube, produce great Vari- 
cties of Fruit; ſuch as Rivulets, Lakes, and Foun- 
tains, which all depend immediately upon the 
great Branch, as that does upon the Tree. 


7. Now the ſame that we have ſaid of the Ri- 
yers, as the Fruits of the Seas, may be alfo faid of 
Metals, and Minerals; of Gemms; of Salts; of 
Rocks and Quarries of Stone, &c. Becauſe in what- 
ſoever Part of the World they are found, they pro- 
ceed from the Element of Water, and have their 
deed, firſt Matter, and Root thence. For as many 
different Trees ſpring out of the Earth, and every 
Tree has its proper Fruits, ſo the Element of Wa- 
ter ſhoots forth her metallick Trees and Branches 
into the Cavities of the Earth: And when they are 
there, they are quickly coagulated into a metallick 
ora mineral Tree; which ſometimes extends its 
Branches 50 or 60 Miles in Compaſs; and when 
the Fruits are plucked off, and the Branches lopt, 
the Tree withers and dies of it ſelf; that is, when 
the Mines are exhauſtcd, the vegetable Spirit that 
impregnated them ceaſes to act, and they produce 
no more. At the ſame Time another Mine is dif- 
covered elſewhere, at Times and Places appointed 
dy the wiſe Maker and Governor of the World. 


3. How ſtupendous then is the Wiſdom and 
Goodneſs of Gop, who has fo wonderfully created 
the Fruits of the Water; ſo wiſely diſtinguiſhed 
them; and fo plentifully beſtowed them on the Sons 
of Men? Who has given them ſo great Beauty, and 
ſo many Virtues; not only Gold and Silver, but 
aſo Corals, Pearls, Amber, and Gemms ? (East. 
Avi. 14.) All which are xiven us by God, not 3 
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feed our Vanity, but for the Supply of our Neceſ. 
lities, and the ſetting forth his own Glory, 


9. AND here it is obſervable, that the Sea and 


all its Productions, have as the other Elements, 


their proper Order, Time and Motion implanted 
in them by Gop. So in the Heavens, the Stars 
bave their ſtated Times, regular Order, Motion, 
Riſing, and Setting. So the Earth at certain Sea- 
ſons produces different Fruits, and in that Senſe is 
in perpetual Motion. So likewiſe the Sea hath its | 
innate Laws of Motion, and produces all its 
Fruits, at ſuch appointed Seaſons as may beſt ſerve 
the Uſe and Benefit of Man. 


10. LET us now take a Survey of the Wonder- 
full Power and Wiſdom of Gop in the Sea, and 
ice what Inierences may be drawn from thence. 
I he hath fhut up the Sea, with Doors, (faith Goo 
to Fob, Chap. xxxviii. 8. &c.) when it brake forth, 
as if it had iſſued out FA the Womb? when I mae 
the Cloud the Garment thereof, and thick Darkneſs a 
ſwaddiing Band fer it, and brake up for it my di- 
creed Place, and ſet Bars and Doors, and ſaid, Eli 
therto ſhalt thou come, and no further? And here 
ſhall thy proud Waves be flaid. Hat thou entered 
inte the Springs of the Sea; Or haft thou walked ix 
the Search of the Depth? In which Words, GoD 
ſ-ems to point out the great and dreadfull Ocean 
as an obſcure Image of his unſearchable Power. 
Por it is a ſurprizing Miracle, that Gop ſhould 
by his Word alone, as with Bars and Doors en- 
cloſe the Sea ſo ſtrongly, that it ſhould not be able 
to overflow its Bounds. No leſs wonderfull is its 
Ebbing and Flowing; ſo that the Sea being 2s it 
were conſcious of the Divine Command, fo foon 
as it touches the Earth, ſeems to fly back and retire 
in a Fright, as at the Preſence of Gop, as Jorden 


and the Red Sea. (Pal. cxiv. 3. xxxiii. 7.) He ga- 
thercth 
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thereth the [Faters of the Sea tegetber, as it were upon 
an Heap, and layeth up the Deep as in a Treaſure 
Houſe, It is alſo wonderfull that the Sea ſhould be 


| higher than the Earth. For when the Egyptians were 


attempting a Paſſage out of the Nile into the Red Sea, 
it was found that the Sea was 12 Feet higher than 
the Level of the River and Land of Egypt. 


11. AND whereas Gop tells 7h, That He has 


made the Clouds to be the Garment thereof, and thick 


Darkneſs a fwaddling Band for it; that plainly ap- 
pears, when its Waves roll and toſs themſelves up 
to the Clouds; (which do as it were receive them 
into their Embraces, and cover them with Dark- 
neſs and Horror; ſo that they ſeem to be blend- 
ed with each other) then do appear the mighty 
Wonders of Gop, which a Man cannot bchold 
without Fear and Aſtoniſhment, 


12. To this Work of the Fifth Day, belongs 
eſo that of the holy Pſalmiſt, 2 Civ. 25, 20. 
In the great and wide Sea are Things creeping in 
numerable, both ſmall and great Brafts. There go 
the Ships, and there is that Leviathan whom thou 
haſt made to take his Paſtime therein. In which 
Words are pointed out (1.) Its vaſt Extent. (2.) 
The innumerable Multitude of its Fiſhes and Mon- 
ſters. (3.) Its Navigation. (4+) The great Whales; 
Of all which we ſhall ſpeak particularly. 


13. AND firſt as for the Greatneſs and Wideneſ, 
of the Sea, who can but admire the Power of Gop, 
which, notwithſtanding that ſo much Water flows 
into the Sea every Day, and has done fo from the 
Beginning; yet ſuffers not its Waters to exceed 
their appointed Quantity ? And though its Waves 
lometimes rage and ſwell, and lift themſelves above 
the Mountains; yet are they quickly at reſt, and 
kttled within their proper Bounds. 

| | —_—_ | 14. Ux- 
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14. UNDER this Head, we may not impro- 
wy ſpeak of the [fands. Who can behold without 
onder, ſeveral large and populous Countries and 
entire Kingdoms lying in the Midſt of the Sea? 
Who can tell on what Foundations they are built, 
and what that is that keeps them fixt and immove- 
able? Though ſome of them indeed being incom- 
paſſed with vaſt Rocks, are ſuppoſed to be built 
and founded on them. Upon the whole, thcir 
Fruitfulneſs, Tillage, Fruits, and the Occaſion 
and Manner of their being peopled, is what we 
may' rather admire, than underſtand. So that 
(which is very ſtrange to ſay) the Sea is as popu- 
lous as the Earth. As the Earth is much leſs than 
the Sea, God would not ſuffer the greateſt Part 
of the Globe to be uninhabited ; and therefore He 
planted it up and down with Iflands: That none 
of the Miracles and Bleflings which He works in 
the Sea, might eſcape the Obſervation of Man- 
kind. Therefore, alſo to theſe Iſlanders did He 
ſend the Goſpel of Truth, by his Holy Apoſtles; 
Shaking both the Sea, and the dry Land, after the 
Defire of all Nations was come. Hag. ii. 6, 7. 


15. (2.) No leſs wonderful is the vaſt Multi- 
'ude of Creatures that inhabit the Sea; for ſome at- 
firm, That there is as great a Variety of them in 
the Seca, as in the Land. Who can behold with- 
out Aſtoniſhment, prodigious Shoals of Fiſh riſing 
from the Depths of the Sea, like a Flock of Sheep, 
and offering themſelves to the Uſe and Neceſſities 
of Mankind? So that the Sea is a great Store- 
houſe of Gop, out of which He feeds the greateſt 
Part of Mankind. 


16..I come (3.) to Navigation. An Art taught 
us by Gop; as we learn from the Story of Noah's 
1r4, which was built, and pitched within and with- 
out, by the ſpecial Command of Gop. Gen. vi. as 

. 17. 
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17. I MIGHT mention the many ſtupendous 
Voyages that have been performed within the Me- 
mory of us and our Fathers, to the moſt diſtant 
Parts; and chiefly by the Aſſiſtance of the Magnet, 
a Stone that ſeems to have nothing in it, either of 
Beauty or Uſe, and yet by it the greatelt Things 
are performed 5 BY this the Pilot ſtecrs his Ship, 
and keeps his Way in the pathleſs Waters; and 
by conſtantly pointing to the Pole, it guides the 
Mariner to the intended Port. 


18. LasTLY, (4) The huge IVhales, mention- 
ed by holy David, give us a great Idea of the 
mighty Power of Gop. Of this Gop Himſelf 
takes Notice, when He talks with Jab. (Chap. xl. 
13, 14. xli. 9, 11, 16, 22.) His Bones are as ſtrong 
Pieces 4 Braſs, his Bones are like Bars of Iron, He 
ts the Chief of the Ways of Gon. He drinketh up 
a River, and haſteth not: He trufteth that he can 
draw up Jordan into his Mouth. By his Neefings a 
Light deth ſhine, and his Eyes are like the Eyelids of 
the Morning. Out of his Mouth go burning Lamps, 
and Sparks of Fire leap out; out of his 12 goeth 
Smoak, and a Flame goeth out 1 his Mouth. He 
maketh the Deep to boil like a Pot: He maketh the 
Sea like a Pot of Ointment. 


19. Taxvs much for the Greatneſs of the Sea; 
which is a great Illuſtration of the Power of Gon. 
Ido hath meaſured the Waters in the Hollow of his 
Hand? faith Iſaiab, Chap. xl. 12. To which the 
P/almift anſwers, ( P/al. cxxxv. 6.) MI hatſocvuer the 
Loxp pleaſed, that did He in Heaven, in the Earth, 
in the Sea, and in all decp Places. All then that 
remains, is, to praiſe, honour, and glorify the 
[Fiſdem of Gop, which is ſo wonderfully mani- 
feſted in the Deep; the Riches of his Goodneſs in 
that vaſt Variety of Fiſhes, and other Productions 
of the Sea, for the Uſe of Man. 

CHAP 
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CHAP. VI. 


Of the Living CREATURES, the Mort 
of the Sixth Day. 


F Gop take ſo much Care for the comfortable 
Subſiſtence of all his Creatures, we cannot 
think that He made Man for perpetual An- 
gui and Sorrow; but is pleaſed to ſee us cheer- 
ul in the Fear of Gor. So (P/a/. xc. 15.) we ate 
directed to pray, that GoD would co 2 us again, 
after the Time that He has plagued us, and for 
the Years in which we have 05 ee Adverſity. fd 
(H. Ixv. 13.) He promiſes his Servants, That 
they ſhall eat, drink, and Rejoice. And from 
the Words of holy David, it plainly appears, that 
He intends to feed his Servants, not ſparingly, but 
plentifully and bountifully ; to oe End, He 
maketh his Ciauds drop Fan . Pſal. bxv. 12. Ex- 
perience it ſelf alſo teaches us, that all the Crea- 
tures are ſo plentifully fed by Gop, that at proper 
Seaſons, the Birds of the Air, the wild Beaſts of 
the F oreſt; the Cattle in the Fields, and the Fiſh 
of the = may offer themſelves for the Uſe and 
Nouriſhment * Man. So wonderful is the Pro- 
vidence of our great Maſter; fo tranſcendent is the 
Wiſdom; ſo great is the Concern of Gop, to 
provide for all the Neceſſities of his Children. 


2. AND whereas the P/almi/t adds, (ver. 70 
i ben Thou hideſt 5 the Face they are troubled; w 
Thou takeſt away their Breath, they die, and 2 
fun 
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turned again to their Duſt. Mben Thou letteſt thy © 
Breath go forth, they are made. Thou reneweſt the 
Face of the Earth. His Meaning is, that the Life 
of all Creatures is Nothing elſe but the Breath of 
God; or that enlivening Spirit and Virtue implant- 
ed in all Creatures. Thus it is faid, (/#7/d. xi. 
26. xii. 1.) O Lok, Thou Lover of Souls, Tine 
incorruptible Spirit is in all Things; i. e. thy quick- 
ening and preſerving Power; by which*at firſt 
Thou createdſt, and ſtill preſerveſt all Things. 
And this quickening Virtue and Power of Go p, 
is that WORD by which all Things were made. 
By the Mord of the Lok were the Heavens maze, 
(Pfal. xxxiii. 6.) and all the Hoſt of them by the 
Breath of his Mouth. And this Word was not a. 
bare, empty Sound, but became the Life of all 
Creatures, reſting upon them as a Principle of 
Life and Power; as St. Paul tells us, The 2 
rg all Things by the Mord of his Power. 
eb. i. F So that the Life and Being of all 
Things does as much depend on Gop, as the 
Shadow of a Tree does upon the Subſtance, 


3. So that when Gop withdraws this Word of 
Life, from the Creatures, they 1 
into their primitive Nothing. The whole World 
is full of Gop : From whom, and by whom, are all 
Things. He is ſaid te be above all, and through all, 
and in us all. So that the Lord is the Strength of 
aur Life. For as Men of ſorrowful and diſtreſſed 
Spirits perceive a true and vital Power in the 
Word of God; ſo there is in all Creatures a Sort 
of natural and vital Power, which is nothing elſe 
but the Nord of Creation; the Privation of which 
is Death. By this Word alſo all the Creatures are 
bleſſed and multiply. By this the Face of the Earth 
is every Year renewed by a Succeſſion of Plants, 
Fruits, and Living Creatures, as if there were 


a new World every Year. I bil the Earth re- 
| maineth 


/ 
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maineth, (ſaith Gop to Neah, Gen. viii. 22.) Seed. 
time and Harvefl, Cald and Heat, Summer and 
linter, Day and Night, Mall not ceaſe. And by 
the ſame Bleſſing the World is preſerved to this 
Day. 


4. Bor this wonderful and univerſal Providence 
ef Gop conſiſts chiefly in three Things. Fir/t, 
In his Knowledge. Known unto Gop are all hi; 
IWorks, frem the Beginning of the IWorld. By this 
infinite and ect e Wiſdom, He know- 
eth, ſeeth, and heareth all Things: Therefore He 


is called in Scripture, The Gop that liveth and 
ſeeth. (Gen. xvi. 14.) For no Creature is hidden 


from Him; but all Things are naked and open in 
his Sight. And He is called the Living ; not only 
becauſe He himſelf liveth for ever; but alſo be- 
cauſe He is the Life of all Things. | 


5. TRE ſecond Head of Divine Providence is, 
his fatherly Goodneſs ; by which He taketh Care of 
all Things. (Matt. vi. 26.) He maketh his Sunts 
riſe on the Good, and on the Evil. And if his Mer- 
cy be nat only extended to the leaſt, but even to 
7 undeſerving Parts of his Creation; how un- 

teful are we, if ever we entertain any Suſpicion 
of ſo indulgent a Father? And if nothing be done 
upon Earth but by his Direction; we may from 
hence learn to ſubmit with Patience to every 
Thing that befalls us, without Murmuring ; firm- 
N believing that he careth for us; and by his un- 
earchable Wiſdom, ordereth all Things for our 
Good, and for his own Glory, 


6. Tie Third Head of God's univerſal Provi- 
dence over all his Creatures is, his Ommnpotence. 
By this He is always preſent to his Creatures, go- 
verning and preſerving them : By this He govern- 
eth the Hearts of Men, and turneth 1 

whic 
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which Way he pleaſeth. (P/. xxxiii. 1 90 Whence 
it follows, that in all our houghts, ords, and 
Actions, we ought to have a lively and devout 
Senſe of his Omnipreſence; and dread to do any 
Thing that is hateful in his Sight. For as is the 
Clay in the Hand of the Potter, ſuch are Men in 
the Hand of Gop. 


7. MoRFEoveR, as Gop is every where, and 
preſerveth and governeth every Thing, ſo He is fo 
exactly carefull of his own 3 that not an 
Hair of their Heads can fall to the Ground without 
his Permiſſion. He preſerveth and keepeth us in 
the mid/t of our Enemies. Therefore when we are in 
Diſtreſs, and no apparent Hopes of Relief, we 
ſhould ſupport our ſelves with this Conſideration: 
That the Lord Himſelf, great in Council and 
mighty in Work, (Jer. xxxii. 19.) that laid our 
Croſs upon us, can eaſily lighten it, or ſtrengthen 
us to bear it. Let us commit our May unte the 
LoRD, (Pſal. xxxvii. 5.) like Abraham, who was 
ready to offer up his only Son, without queſtion- 
ing how God could perform his Promiſe unto him; 
but caſt all his Care upon Gop. 


A PRAYER 


Lortp Gop, the Creater of Heaven and 
Earth, ſauctiſied be thy Name in me thy poor 
Creature, for all he Works of thy Hands, and 
e/recially for honburing and advancing me among the 
Creatures which thou made. O when all I behold 
ty Maje/ty, in Glory unchangeable; and enjoy thoſe 


excellent 


—— — — 
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excellent. good Things in thy Houſe, in Compariſen 
whereef, ail the Things that I fee, beth in Heaven 
ard Earth, are account:d as aothing. Theſe are the 
Things which no Eye hath ſeen, na Ear heard, ner 
Heart concei ved, which Thou haſt pre! ared fer them 
that love Ther. If Deu, O Lord Go, deft ſend 
/e irimumerable Benefits ute me, fer this corruptilile 
| Body of mine, "9g the Shy, and the Air; from ile 

Land and the Sea; from the Light, and Darkneſs; 

rom Heat and Shaaew; ſrem Dewgrd Rain; from 
Wind and Shewers; from Siet and Hail; from 
Fouls, aud Fiſhes; few Bras and Cattle; from 
Herbs and Things that grow upon the Earil; How 
excellent, how great and innumerable faul thoſe good 
Things be, which Thou haft prepared for them that 
ſerve and love Thee, in thine heavenly kingdom; 
where I hope to ſee I hee Face to Face! If Thou diſt 
fo much fer us in Priſon, O what wilt I ben do in 
thy Palace!” Great and innumerable are thy IWVarks, 
O Lot, Thou King of Heaven; And they di proife 
Thee. O let thy great Mercy, ly this Confideration 
ef them, be opened unte me! Shine, O ſbine pon me 
more and more with thy Light, that it may be the 
more opened unto me. For Ly theſe laft Things, I 
comprehend thy great Thi gs: Aud by theſe viſible 
Things, I begin to cemprebend thine inviſible Thirgs, 
O Fil LoxD Gop, mv moſt Good and gracious 
Creator. And fiice now all theſe Things, as thy 
come forth from Thet, are good and pleajant, which 
Theu haft delivered te good and bad Men together: 
What manner ef Things fall thoſe be which 1 hou 
haſt laid up in Store fer the Good only? And if this 
our Priſon contain fo, many delectable Things, how 


much more d:!eftgble Things gentaineth our Father's 


Homuſel For great art Then, O LokRD my Gon: 
Neither is there End, Number or Meaſure of thy 
Loving-Kindneſs; and according to thy Maje/ly, J. 


is thy Here, even eber all thy Works. O how great” 
rs thy Horſe, and how large is the Place of 7 7 | 
| . | * 7; 
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ſ i] Great and hath no End: High and unmea- 


furable. Bleſſed ther (pre be the Builder of this 
Houſe : Yea, bleſſed be the Lox p, the Creator of 
Heaven and Earth ; and let all thy Works bleſs Thee, - 


() Lord, and praiſe Thee, and magnify Thee for 
er, with thine Almighty and Eternal Mord, by 
that Spirit which filleth and reviveth all Things ! 
Amen. | 
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A PRAYER 


For the Live of Gov. 


OST Gracious God, and mercifull Fa- 

ther, the everlaſting Fountain of Love and 

Goodneſs, behold Coldneſs and Dead- 
neſs of my Love; dead to Thee, but alive and 
krong to he Vanities of this World. 


l HAvE not loved Thee, O B!.ied Father, O 
mercifull Redeemer, O Holy and only Comforter, 
3s I ought; though I know that Thou alone art 
worthy of my Love. Parc c, © mercifull Lok, 
the Greatneſs of my Sin, and the Errors of my de- 
ded Mind. Inflit not on me that heavy Puniſh- 
ment denounced by the Apoſtle; If any Man love 
wt the Bok. Feſus Chriſt, let him be accurſed. 


ExT1NGV1$H in me all the Love of the World. 


Deſtroy ir. me the Luſt of the Fleſh, the Luſt of 
the Eye, and the Pride of Life. And kindle in my 
Hul the pure Flame of Divine Love, that I may 
ove Thee alone for thine own Sake, and reft in- 
irely in Thee, my only Good, the Perfection of 
Love, Beauty, Holineſs and Wiſdom. 

Vor. II. 8 GRANT 
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GRANT me Grace to ſubmit my Heart, my Will 
and Unſterſtanding to Thee, that I may keep thy 
Commandments with a filial Obedience; and de- 
nying my own Will, may joyfully fulfill Thine, 
tettitying thereby the Sincerity of my Love. 


O Jesv! Let thy pure and perfect Love inflame 
my frozen Heart ! Let thy flaming Love, enlight- 
en my benighted Soul! Let that exalted Love of 
Thine, raiſe and purify my grovelling, earthly 
Heart! Let thy Love ſtrengthen and nouriſh all the 
Powers and Facultics of my Soul and Body! 


GRANT, that being fuled with this Love, I may 
abhor ever Thing that is diſpleaſing to Thee, and 
do and ſuffer every Thing in Obedience to thy 
Will; and confirm me in this to the End of my 
Life] Let this pure Love draw and unite me to 
Thee, and transform my whole Spirit, Soul, and 
Body into Thee! Let me think and ſpeak of The: 
alone! Let me hunger and thirſt after Thee alone; 
that at laſt my Heart may be ſatisfied with thy 
celeſtial Sweetneſs, and that I may for ever abide 
in Thee, and Thou in me! 


GRAN, that from a Senſe of thy Love, I may 
love all Men in Thee, and for thy Sake, as my 
own ſelf ; That I may readily forgive and pray for 
mine Enemies, doing them Good for Evil, and 
overcoming them by Lo e | 


GraxT all this, for the Immenſe Love of the | 


Father, my merciful Cxcator; of the Son, my blel- 
ſed "Redeemer; and of the Holy Ghoſt, my true 


and only Comtortgr ! 57 
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FT ER the Venerable Remains of 
Ic6nAT1vs and PoLYCARP, cloſed 
with the artleſs, yet lively Diſcour- 
ſes of MAcaR1vus, and Joun ARNDT'S 
nervous Account of Nue Chriftianity, 
worthy of the Earlieſt Ages; I believed 
nothing could be more acceptable to the 
ſerious Reader, than to ſee this Chriſtia- 
— reduced to Practice. I was therefore 
eaſily determined to ſubjoin to theſe, The 
AcTs and MONUMENTS of the CuRIS“E 
TIAN MARTYRs. Here we ſee that 
and amiable Religion, evidently ſet forth 
before our Eyes: Aſſaulted indeed by all 
the Powers of Earth and Hell, but more 
than Conqueror over all. 


2. In abridging this vaſt Work, I 
have purpoſely omitted not _ all the 
decular Hiſtory; but likewiſe thoſe Ac- 


counts, Writings, and Examinations of 
the 
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To the READER, 


the MarTyss, which contained nothing 
particularly affecting or inſtructive. 


3. WHoEveR attends to the Power 
of Gop, which was ſo eminently ſhewn 
both in the Lives and Deaths of theſe his 
Saints, will cafily excuſe that Manner of 
Ex preſſion, which might give Diſguſt to 
a Curious Reader, Near Two Hundred 
Years cannot but make a very conſiderable 
Change in a living Language: So that 
many Phraſes which were then bet! 
clear and beautifull; ; have now loſt both 
their Elegance and Perſpicuity. I had 
not Leiſure to alter the Language much: 
Only, to change ſome obſolete Expreſ- 
ſions, for ſuch as are now in common 
Uſe; and therefore more intelligible to 
ordinary Readers. 8 


4. May wealllearn'from theſe Wor- 
thies, To be not almoſt only, but alto- 
gether Chriſtians! 'To reckon all Things 
but Dung and Droſs for the Excellency 
of the Experimental Knowledge of Ix- 
sus CarisT! And not to count our 
Lives dear unto our Selves, fo we may 
finiſh our Covrſe with Joy! 
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1 Mas Fry 
OHN bor vis born at Befop, an dntient 


Town in the County of 'Zrncott, in the Year 
1517; his Father and Mother being of that 
Town, | well reputed of, and, of Eſtate. 
While he was very young, his Father dying, and 
his Mother being married again, he came into the 
Tutelage of — Father- in-Law, with whom he 
dwelt, during his Childhood; which he had ſcarte 
paſſed over, when his Friends. ſeat bim to ſtudy 
at Oxford. He was firſt of Brazen. Xie Clles 
where he was Chamber-Fellow with 
; ſo famous a Man in this City afterward ;' and:it 
was no great Marvel, if their Manners were fo 
alike in the Courſe of their Lives, whoſe Education 
was the ſame. The native Excellence, and Sharp- 
nels of his Wit, were well ſeconded by the F 
oO my 3 ne 
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nefs of the Place; where each Student's Proficiency 


was narrowly fought into. Neither was Induftry 


wanting, which as it ſeldom accompanieth the 
greateſt Wits, ſo where it is conjoined is moſt 
available. He was afterwards choſen Fellow of 
Magdalen-College. Here he wrote divers Latin 
Comedies, in a copious, graceful Stile. But even 
then he began to give Earneſt of what he afterwards 
e i For neither thoſe firſt Flouriſhes of his 

ny were ſpent, but in Hiſtories of the Bible; 
nor followed he that Vein long. He betook him- 
ſelf to the Study of Divinity, with more Fervency 


than Circumſpection, and diſcovered himſelf in 


Favour of the Reformation then in Hand, before 
he was known to them that maintained the Cauſe, 
or were of Ability to protect the Maintainers of it; 
whence grew his firſt Troubles. This was the 
Time when King HEN R the Eighth was uncer- 
tain what Courſe to take, thinking the Affairs of 
the Church, neither in all Reſpects tolerable, nor 
tat it was nereffary wholly to alter them. Never 

were the People in more Diſtraction, or leſs Se- 
curity of their Lives and Eſtates; there being in 
the Laus ſuch Contraricties, às no Man could tell 
what to take to with Safety. For altho* the Pope's 
Supremacy-had been renounced, vet was his Doc- 
trine ſtill retained. The firſt News of aboliſhing 
the Pope's: Supremacy, was as proſperous as wel- 
come to the Reformers: And divers joined them- 
ſelves to them out of Love to the Fruth; being 
further aſſured of the King's Intentions, by the 
Puniſhment taken by ſome of the contrary Part; 
and eſpecially when the Abbies were diſſolved. Nor 
was their Hope a little increaſed, when they per- 
ceived the Noblemen to riſe in the Favour ot the 
King, as any of them moſt the Pope's Do- 
minion. In the mean while the Act of the ſix Ar- 
ticles was till in Force; and if any where found 
guilty- of the Breach thereof, they were ſure of 


Puniſh- 


| 
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Puniſhment. So that as long as the King held the 
Middle Way between his own Genius, and the 
Advice of his Counſellors, feeding them with Fa- 
yours, upon which they could build no Aſſurance, 
and pleaſing himſelf in his own: MAG Tow 


and Hope, equally n 


Bur when the Pillars of the Reformed Religion. 
were taken away; the Duke of SUFFOL K, by 
_ untimely Death; the Lord Le N by the 
Sword z the Archbiſho RAN MER, and his 
Friends, nol mas ha thoſe of the contrary 
Side; and when neither in the Laws, nor the Pro- 
tection of the Peers, there was the leaſt Help re- 
maining; then began all to haſten back 
Fan their former buſes.” to 219 10 


In the Univerſities, and Schools, es yet 
Change: I know not whether through 


no open 
Fears or that A would not be-Follower. 0, 


Tears: was the Eſtate of the Church-Affairs 
when Mr. Fox began attentively to ſeck into the 
ene of the Controvertys e 


rs ee Common e e 
& and no Age to have been free from 

ee Bun thoſe firſt Quar- 
— rather for Dominion. The Romans en- 
deavouring, by Pretext of Religion, to retain the 
antient Honour of their n 4 as OY 
they could moe Ganeeds, > 


THE no ſooner 5 any ſhew himſelf to 
differ from them in Point of Faith, but his Puniſh- 
ment prevented any Infection that might 5 
1 others 
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Tnus by their Cruelty, and the Patience of 
Princes, who ſuffered it, the teſt Part of theſe 
Diſſentions were appeaſed. Neither hitherto were 
all Tracts of the old Roman Virtue worn out; at 
leaſt, ſome Reſemblances of Virtue remained a- 
mong many Things, however perverted. 


| rt dos the Pope, grown bolder by 
Succeſs, began to draw to himſelf all Power and 
Authority ; and not contented to have weakened 
the Eftate of the Roman Empire, now longed to 
be fingering the Scepters of other Princes; and to 
co his Deſign, ſpared not to violate any Hu- 
man or Divine Right. Mean while the Clergy lit- 
tle weighed with how t Damage to Beizen, 
1 of ſpotted Life an Converſation were ſome- 
times choſen to the Papacy; by whoſe Example 
the Strictneſs of Life, uſi by their F ofefathers, 
was drawn into Scorn, and their Poverty into Re- 
proach, the Induftry of the Prieſthood languithed 


and, on the contrary, Ambition, Riot, and Avarice 


began to reign among them. Then at Length were 
the Practices of the Churchmen brought to Light; 
and their Deluſions laid open. It was then known 
why the Cremonies and Rites in the Church, had 
been . 55 to that exceſſive 3 to wit 
that che Number of the Clergy might be increaſed 
to perform them : "Theſe of 4 to be 
maintained; and to that End were inions 
broached, as ſeemed moſt likely to 9980 
from all Places: Of the Merit of Works; of Pur- 

tory; of the Power of Abfolution, and the Pope's 
Fad ulgencies: All which being 1 in themicives falſe, 
and ſoon ſubject to Decay, were cemented toge- 
ther with 1 new and ſubtil Invention of the 
Pope's Infallibility. © 


By this handſome linking on e Opinion to ano- 


ther, the Credulity 'of the People was eaſily in- 
ſnared. 
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fnared. All this while the new Opinions yielding a 
plentiful Increaſe, great Sums of Money came 
daily to the Court of Kanne. 


I nave often heard Mr. Fox affirm, That the 
firſt Matter Which occaſi. ned his Search into the 
Pe iſh Doctrine was, I hat he faw divers Things 
repugnant to one another, thruſt upon Men, to 
be both believed : As, that the ſame Man might 
in Matters of Faith, be ſuperior, and yet, in his 
Life and Manners, oe 30. to all the World beſides. 
Upon this Beginning, his Obedience to that Church 
was ſomewhat ſhaken, and by little and little 
followed Diſlike to the reſt, 


Hrs firſt Care was to ak into both the anti» 
ent and modern Hiſto | of the Church, to learn 
what Beginning it had; what Growth and In- 
creaſe; by what. Arts it " Aouriſhed, and by what 
Errors it began to decline; to conſider the "Cauſes 
of all thoſe Controverſies which had ſprung up, 
and to * n what on Foe * Was 
produced. | n rs pay | | 


Tuts ke FOO with ſuch Het of 800 
and in fo ſhort a Time, that before the Thir- 
tieth Year of his Age, he had. read over all that 
either the Greek or Latin F athers had left in their 
Writings; the Schoolmen, in their Diſputations; 
the Councils, in their Acts; or the Conſiſtory, in 1 | 


their Decrees; and had n no mean Skill in 
the Hebrew Language. 


e ee e Nn 
Br Report of ſome, who ie Wa ret 
with him, he uſed, over and above his Day's Ex- 
eteiſe, to beſtow whole Ni ghts at his Study; or 
not "till it were very late to — himſelf to 1 
Near the Colle ege Was A, oY 0 n the Stu 


Gents took Delight to Walk, ang ud ome We 
ours 


r 
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Hours ſor their Recreation. This Place, and the 
dead Time of the Night, Mr. Fox choſe, with 
Solitude and Darkneſs, to confirm his Mind. 


Mv Nights he watched in theſe ſolitary 
Walks; many Combats and Wreſtlings he ſuffer- 
ed within himſelf; many heavy Sighs and Tears 
be poured forth wirh his Prayers to Almighty 
Gop. But no fooner was the Fame fpread, of his 
nightly Retirements, than the more underſtanding 
Sort interpreted all in the worſt Senſe. At length 
thoſe with whom he was intimate, being drawn 
into Suſpicion of him, there were ſome employ- 
ed, who might obſerve his Walks, and pry with 
more Curiohty into his Words and Actions. And 
there wanted not others, who, comparing his Cuſ- 
toms formerly uſed, with the Courſe he now took, 
did with more Bitterneſs aggravate the Fact. by 
Sould he not come to Church, as often as in former 
Times? Why fhould be ſbum the F his E- 
gua's, and refuſe to recreate himſelf after his wonted 
Manner, unleſs he had felt in his Mind ſome ſudden 
Alteration ? And if that Alteration were for the bet- 
ter, be would net conceal it. 

- 4 * S- 24 , | 1 DIY + | 
BzinG thus reported of, when he could neither 
hide his Reſolution longer, nor, being a Man of 
plain Dealing, excuſe himſelf by forging a Lye; by 
the Judgment of the College he was convicted, 
condemmd as an Heretick, and removed {rom the 
Houſe. Nevertheleß his Adverfaries affirmed, he 
was: favourably dealt with by that Sentence, and 

ight have been queſtioned for his - Life, if they 
had not rather uſed C towards him than 

ty. But this Wound: raged worſe than 


was thought-it would.” His Friends, upon the Re- 
port of this Accident, being ſorely difpleaſed, and 
nally his Father-in-Law, who was now grown 


„ and determined to withold from 1 
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| EE lis own Father's Eſtate. He knew it could not be 
afe for one in Danger of the Law, to ſeek Remedy 
by it; and alſo chat Mr. Fox was ſo ignorant in 
1 Injuries, that he would many I imes with 
much ado confeſs himſelt e "gh when'h 


Wren he was thus forſaken by his Friends, and 
left naked of all human Aſſiſtance, Gop's Providence 
began to ſhew it ſelf, procuring him a ſafe R 
in the Houſe of a Gentleman of Warwickſhire, 
Thomas Lucy, by whom he was ſent for, to infiruct 
his Children: In which Houſe he afterwards mar- 
ned a Wife, and there continued 'till the Children, 
coming to riper Years, had no longer Need of a 
Tutor. But the Fear of the Popiſh Inquiſitions 
haſtened his thence; which now relying 
on the Favour of the Laws, were not contented to 
purſue publick Offences, but began alſo to dun 
into the Secrets of private Families. Nn 


Ht now conſulted with himſelf whas was beſt 
o be done, and of two Ways only left, whereby 
e might free himſelf from Zuther Inconvenience, 
long debated whether to go to his Wife's Father, 
or lis Father-in-Law by Marriage of his Mother. 


Hrs Wies Father dwelt 2 being 4 Citi- 
721 of Coventry, not yet bearing Hatred to- 
wards him. Ha Father-in- Law was known 
to him, but more ſuſpected. At laſt he reſolved to 
20 firſt to his Wife's Father, and in the mean 
while by Letters to try, whether his Father · in- Law 
would He him or not. His Father-in-Law's 
Anſwer was, That it ſecmed to himia hard Con- 
dition, to take one into his Houſe whom he knew 
to be condemned for à Capital Offence: neither 
was he 1 ignorant, what Hazard: he ſhould 
it ſo doin — aaa would ſhew Hitndelf a- 

Vor. T Kinſ- 
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had Ability of Reveige 4 in his 
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Kinſman, and for that Cauſe neglect his own Dan- 
ger. If he would alter his Mind, he might come 
and ſtay as long as himſelf defired: But if he could 
not be perſwaded to that, he ſhould content himſelf 
with a ſhorter Larriance, and not bring him and 
his Mother into Hazard of their F ortunes.. 


Mr. Fox thought no Condition to be 'refuled: 
Beſides he was adviſed by his Mother to come, and 
not to fear his Father-i 2 78 Severity; for that 
it was needfull to write as he did, but when Occa- 
ſion ſhould be offered, he would make Recom- 
7 for. his Words 15 his Actions. The 


uth is, he had better W roy 4 with both 
of them, than 44 5 py And by 
often going to d'fro, —— one ta the” beben 


(which carried with. Hy 115 Ne Cub of Bufiricfs) he 
both deceived their Diligence, who engitired after 
him, and effected, that neither grew _ * his 


"POPs x 10 72 wi} 1 76 once bred _ 


* Arte&warn be took ls Journey tian 
—— — upon what Motives is uncertain; un- 
ine the Co 05 8 of the Place 

8 bim Ain dee e full of All Sort; 
of Company, migh t give” him 8 Whether 


he ſhould chooſe to conceal RG” or make 
known bis Abilities,. and' get In ye 
thoſe FW ination. er Mo mot x 4 
"TWINK "Us Sie Calf {= bf Hi g thi 8 
ME Relgios Ny 15 
eip: * or. he' Ning Fre 
Town, Nb. 5 thin 7050 ears before Kitg Hu x- 
x x departed this Life. 1 ho when! he * into 


Years, rceiving his H Lmpaircd, 
and tat his 9 5 95 could not AXEL of. c then be- 
Side was moſt trufty, and 


| cee hos RF his Son, tothe + 
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Hatred of the Papiſts, who was yet, by Reaſon 
10 his Youth, unfit 10 govern, and 1 0 in a 
Religion which they oppoſed, 


He therefore at laſt reſolyed upon that, is 
in Reaſon ſeemed moſt whotfoine a and in the End 
proved moſt fortunate; and having put. the Papiſt- 
Officers from their Authority, by his Will he ap- 

inted his Son ſuch Tutors, whoſe Love to him- 

Fhe always found readieft, and by long Trial 
their Fiddlicy, thought likely to continue the ſame 
to his Succeſfor. This ſet eligion again in Safc- 
ty: But howſocyer the Profeſſors thereof, god 
cured for their Lives; 97 hence no publick Ben 
was afforded them; 80 that Mr, Fox was till j 
23 much Want as before, "having vi eg - 
what either bis Friends had beſtowed on 


his own, $a Induſtry | had acquired. . 2s 1 Dy 


I sHoULD forbear to ſpeak of a NE 
of Gop' Ak AT. were * #25 ger ſo we 


kno 
2 97 13 bd. 1&6 1.90 — 2 TLIC ast 


As Mt. Fox's one Day, Wag: in. Pauls. 1 
t wich lo Fe Countenance thin, ind 
yes hollow, there came to "Vim ohe whom he 
never remembred to have ſeen before, who af 


by kim, 4 uting him with much F rr 
refs Monte) 
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, 14425 
may 1 to e that e 
much of himſelf, and take No Oct Ne to 5 
long his 7 55 for within a few Days, hew 
8 at H d and a more certain Fi 
08 1 50 r, Fox learn who that Man 
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Some who looked further into the Event, believed 

that this Man came not of his own Accord, but was 

ſent by ſome others, who deſired Mr. Fox's Safety, 

and that it might be thro' the Servant's Negligence, 

that he ſuffered extreme Miſeries, before any Re- 

lief came. Certain it is, that within three Days 
Space, the Ie ſeemed to make good the Preſage, 

1 there being 'ſome ſent from the Dutcheſs of Rich- 

. Mod p, Who invited him into her Service. Not 
[i long before; the Duke of -Nozrotx, the moſt 

. renowned General of his Time, together with 

his Son, the Earl of SUzREY, a Man of ſhary 

Underſtanding, was committed to Cuſtody in the 
Tree. of :LoxnDon; for what Crimes is uncer- 
rain, While they were in Priſon, the Earl's Chil- 

= ren wers ſent co tho karge Datchef thei Aua 

4 to be brough educated: THOMAS who 
. ſucceeded in _ . Harry who was af- 

terwards Earl of Nox THRAMyrox, and FATE af- 
ORR ol: MERE 


Ts eſe young Lords Mr. Fox was appdintel 
Tutor, ts inſtruct them both in Manners and 
Lang? In which Charge he decieved not the 
. Expectation Which the Dutcheſs, a Woman of 
5 great Wiſdom, had of him. For the two Sons 
4 to that Proficiency in their Behaviour and 
grow wot z that building in their riper Years 
upon this F oundation, the elder, THOMAS, ſeem- 
ed to deſerve more than the Kingdom could be- 
ſtow upon him; the younger, Henry, came to 
be eminent in all Virtues; and the young Lach 
 Jaxs, profited ſo wondrouſly in the Greet and 
Latin Tongues, that ſhe might well ſtand in Com- 
Eng with the molt learned Men of that Time. 


Tunne he dwelt during * lat Years of King 
Haxav s Reign, and Err the Reign of King 


n the * till the Beginning of Queen 
Marrs 


r r . oc a 
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Mary's Sovereignty 3 who coming to the Crown, 
and turning the Stream of — * — 
again yielded to the Fuat an 


1 " {1} 


Ma. Pom dee at that Time. ſhelved — 
Duke, bis Scholar; tho he was ſecretly laid Wait 
for by Doctor Gan Dix R, Buſhop of Winchks- 
— who both faw' ſamething in him which he 
greatly frared; and alſo diſdained much, that the 
— ined to him . 

3 Joi to in 
ann Ar li Company: be Wand. 


. — Abe be was Geticbed in the Boforn 
of the Duke ; yet after he a all Sorts of Men 
troubled ſor their Rdligion, ſome impriſoned, and 
others hurnt j in brief, nothing on all Sides, but 
Flight, - Slaughter ; and Gihbats; and that the 
Biſhop. of M incheſter was the principal Incendia- 
ry, who ſor private Reſpects was already his Ene- 
my, * fear what might become of him, 
and 1 ay ſor his Depar- 
ture LL 
tent, — ing earfulneſs, Many 
Words to perſwade bim to leave all Thought of 
going away z affirming it ncither agreeable to Ho- 
nour or „for him to ſuffer his Tutor, ſo 
well deſerving at his Hands, to be Nken from him: 
That he remembred, with what Precepts be had 
fortified his younger Years; neither had he with 
more Attention 'hearkned to bis Inſtructions, than 
DIETS 
on umn urage, avo 
the Violence of hs Feen as not to be 
of dis Friend's Company : That this he ſpake, 43 
hoping by his Authority to prevail with him: Bat 
if that might not be obtained, ho would farther 
app eee aſian 
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Tak was in the Duke's Speech the more Cre. 
dit, becauſe it was known to proceed from the 
Sincerit#of his Heurt. His Anſwer was, That it was 

indeed for the Duke's Honour, to defend his Tutor 
from any Injury; but it was his own Part, to have 
a Care, leſt for his Safety the Duke might incu: 
-apparant Danger. Neither did his Fear want Ex- 
cuſe. Fot tho, he well knew the Duke could not 
be drawn from his good Intentions towards him; 
yet he was not ignorant, that by ſome Wile or 
other, he might be circumvented and deceived. 

* . 442 TRL Of * E Dif 1 

| Pon even at that Time was the Biſhop of 
|  WixceHets TER very intimate with the Duke. hi- 
[8 ther he often reſorted, and at ſeveral Times defired 
=_: of him, that be might ſee his old Tutor. At firſt 
| he denied his Requeſt, ſaining ſeveral Delays to put 
nim off. At length it chanced, that Mr. Fox (not 
knowing the Biſhop was in the Houſe) eritered the 
Room where the Duke and he were in Diſcourſe: 
| and ſceing the' Biſhop, withdrew himſelf.” The Bi- 
| top aſking-who-thatiwas ?. The Duke anſwered, 
| I Phyfician-* I He $is-Looks/ well; ſays the Bi- 
| ſhop; and port 'Otrafien will uſe him. The Duke 
4 underſtood" that Speech, as the ieſſenger of. ſome 
| approaching Danger; and now he himſelf thought 
i it high Time for Mr. Fox to remain no longer 
in the City. From that Time he cauſed all Things 
neceffary to be provided; ſending one of his 
Servants before to Ipſivich, to hire à Bark, and 
make ready all Things for the Voyage. And be- | 
"1 cauſe it ſeemed ſcarce ſaſe for Mr. -Foxito-ftayin MW - 
| any City, he choſe- out the Houſe of one of his K 
| 

| 


LNG I TIT NOR. "FORT" 


Servants, a Farmer, where he might with Conve- 
nience expect a fair Wind. Thither Mr. Fox 


7 went as ſecret as he could, taking his Wife as 2 

| Companion in his Travels, then great with Child, 

but rclolved to go with him, nor yielding to the 
22 5 Intreatiy WM 
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i I crary; and as ſoon as it was told him, his 
ny expected ons he made Halt to the Port and 


or MW went ard. n 


1 Scaken had they weigh'd Anchor, when ſud- 
4 — pe rough Wind riſing from the contrary Shore, 

| the Sea, that — ſtouteſt Mariner began 
1; — Then followed a dark Night, with 
or continual Showers, and a thick Storm of Rain and 

Hail. That Nigbt with much ado they lay at An- 

chor, and as ſoon as the Day appeared when the 

of MW -1<mpeft ſeemed not like to ceaſe, they began to 
i- make back again to Shore. The Lide a httle ſa- 
d MW vouring them, with much Difliculty they arrived 
|t in — at the ſame Haven again. While 
ut Ar: Fox had been at Sea, a Purſuivant. 
» Bichop of WINCHESTER had broke open the Far- 
c mer's Houſe with aWarrant to apprehend him, and 
bs bring him back Priſoner to the * but under- 
i- landing he was gone already, after he had purſued 
l, him to the Pert, 2 and — the. ñ— 
i- WU embarked: in, was ſailed, be returned without 
te 9 wa Mr. e rec ok 
e re, hearing what h pr 
u Horſe, and left che Town; but the ſame Ni 
er returning, he bargained with the Maſter of 
Ship to ſet Sail again, telling him that ſo his Buſi- 
ncſs required, nor did he much Care what Shore 
he landed at. The Pilot took upon him this yon” 
trous Taſk, and performed it e 
thence in the Night, as ſoon a "le 
| though the dea were Bandes. eas 
ther bluſtring, within two Days Space he landed 
Bis Company in Safety at Newport, Haven. 


„. Fox when he bad ſpent a few Days at 


Neupert, went to Antwerpy and thence by ſmall 
Journ to Baſil, 


„ md &. ie @ > 4G. 


Tr1s 


of diligent and wealthy Men of that Profeſſion, 
then ſürpaſling all the Cities of Germany; 


to Hardineſs, he had learned how to endure? La- 


His Induſry may 
being ſo full oi 
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Tuis City was at that Time much ſpoken of 
for the great Friendſhip ſhewed to thoſe of the Au- 
gui Nation: For which Cauſe many famous Men 


withdrawing from the Cruel the Limes, had 
eſcaped out of England ' thi Of theſe were 


many; but of dender Eſtate wks fome one Way, 
and ſome another, but the moſt Part of them, main- 
tained themfelves by reviewing and correcting the 


Preſs ; this Place for careful Printing, and Plenty 


and 


——— of our Men, in that Em- 
ployment, Wo peg of 5 3 


men. 1 eUM! dat x1 IM 220150 N 


* To theſe Mt. Fox joined! 


hirnſelf g ſo much the 
inured 


better likedloſ, betauſe, having been 


dour; and that which emed the greateſt Miſery 
to others, e — was 


eee e tt ee ee ee e ben. 


eit Hd gs ewe o2motolordwu — Ne 1 0 

be From; hence: tbſtiſiad That 
tat 4 there, never - 
theleſs, he began to write his Hiſtor of the A4. 
and Monuments of the Church. At firſt it ſufficed 


only to mark it but, and to draw the firſt Lines or 


Rudimentst The whole Body of the Hiſtory be 
added, aſter he returned into: his * rm 
Fir —— im Lain, and ſent the Co 


Baß to be printed where the Wark is till in 


the Un- 


great Kitimarion: 'Shotrhp after, to gratify 


n A his gr eto ber: 


0 I the mean ** — Reformed Relivion b. be. 
gan again to flouriſh in Eugland, and the Papiſts 
to decline, by the Death of Queen Mary; 4 
Woman, while ſhe followed: her own Inclination, 
every Way excellent; but while ſhe denied mat 
28 * any 


rere 


rr 
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my Thing to ſome wicked —— Nang] that 


Praiſe ſhe had otherwiſe deſerved... * 


Dr. N r Biſhop of pros in 


Preſence of many yet living, was wont to ſay, that 
he was himſelf at a Sermon wherein Mr. Fox, 
to comfort the baniſhed &nghfh, did — 
dence tell them, That xorw- tuas the Time cm 
their Return into England z and tbat be brought 
that News by Gommandment of GOD. For,which 
Words he was then ſharply reptoved, but-excuſed 
afterwards by the Event; when, by comparing of 
Times, it was found, that Queen N but 
the Day before Mr. Fox had thus preſaget. 


THEvY: who had forſaken their Houſes, were now 
called Home: They who had ſuffered Impriſon- 
ment, were releaſ : They'who by Lass of Goods 
were decayed, were by Gifts repaired: They who 
had been thruſt from Places of Honour, were re- 


ou; The unjuſt Laws were in the mean while 


ted, and the wholeſome Laws eſtabliſhed in 
ha lace. ' In ſuch Sort did Queen ELIZAUETU, 
eren in the Infancy of I hes __ 
fairs of the Ar 


Isut wp 8 Re Mr, Fox, firſt applied 
himſelf to write the Hiſtory of the Church, whulſt 
he was at-Be/il; the Cauſe he did not finiſh it 
there, was, that he might. uſe the Teſtimony 


of 
more Witneſſes, This Work, not a little, vexed 
the Papiſts. For well they ſaw that, in vain, they 
had ſpilt ſo much Blood, if an Account of theie 


Proceedings muſt be rendered to ea Ages. 


There was no Hope left, but by charging theAuthor 


with Fabel, 5! to leflen his ory E Authority; 


which whilſt Mr. Fox endeavoured to remove, 
he could not avoid, but by adding. a new Heap of 
W and Teſtimonies. And let us by his 
| judge 


—— 
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of his Induſtry; that he not only gathered 
E. r ſo — Things, as the Materials 
of his Work, from all Diſtances of Times or 
Places, and thro' all Shires of the Kingdom, collect. 
ed the Acts of both Courts; but alſo ſearched out, 
examin'd, and reduced into Order thoſe Things 
themſelves, being partly eaten out by Antiquity, 
partly by _— or Flattery of A corrupt- 
ed, and — y hid in the rugged and ſhort Form 
of old ting. I find' by the Author's own 
Notes, that in Ge eleventh Year after he began 
to write it, the Work was finiſhed. Neither in 
all that Time, uſed he the Help of any Servant in 
Writing, or other Buſineſs, 85 che 25 
try, employed to one Purpoſe, afford more 
Aſſiſtance, "thay a Mind divided into many Cares 
fn” cough ROD 9 PEI EIN 


 _Whurn he had. for m * Year: left no Tins 
free from Study, not affording himſelf what Na- 
ture required, he was at brought. to that 
Paſs, that his natural Livelineſs and Vigour being 
t, neither his Friends nor Kindred + could by 

ht remember him. By this Means he firſt fell into 

that withered Leanneſs of Body, in which many 
afterward ſa him, never again 4 to that 
| and chearful Countenance he had 
fore; but even then would by no Ins be per- 
ſuaded to leſſen bis accuſtomed e or 25 


e ele * 


- FroM this Time Wt. Fox | to be much 
ſpoken of, for a good Hiſtorian, The other Virtues 
of his Mind, as they were leſs known abroad, fo 
© they were overſhadowed by that which was kown. 
Shortly. after, he began to wax famous, not 
23 & Man lane but as one for his Friendlin 


uſeful, and no leſs by Art, than natural _— 
elp 
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helpful to others. Either by Advice, com- 
ſortable Perſwaſions, or a charitable Hand, he re- 
lieved the Wants, or ſatisfied the Defires of in- 
numerable Perſons; whereupon no Man's Houſe 
was, in thoſe Times, more thronged with Clients 
than his. There repaired to him both Citizens 
and Strangers, Noblemen and common P of 
Degrees; and almoſt all for the fame nee, 
to ſeek ſome Salve for a wounded Conſcience. 


Tuus pending the Day at Home in ſuch like 
Duties, * preaching abroad, and going 
to viſit thoſe, who were not able to come to him; 
90 both fulfilled that, which by the Courteſy of 

his own: Diſpoſition was enjoined” him, and neg- 
ected not the Performance of that Duty, which 
the Office of his Miniſtry had impoſed upon him. 
That little Time which his Fricnds, either called 
away by other Occaſions, or aſhamed of being tob 
tedious, had left free to his own Dif] oſure, he 
beſtowed: not in Sleeping, or taking his Pleaſure, 
but in Prayer” and Shui ying ;'in bein which, he 
aways retired into Gale: private Plate, or made 
Uſe o the Now Silence: for 'Secreſy; unleſs by 
wy ſometimes the vehement Groans he min- 
d with his Tye, being heard by ſome that 

ung near, otice how earneſt he was in his 
Devotions, For at no Time of the Night could 
my Man come to find his Labours ended; n 


dey often laſted "iN Morning Light, 


Tun Titles of thoſe Books be wrotty rs ally 
Comediarum libri 2. thg ifticon, Admonitio ad 
Parliamentum. - De 270 per errorem iu Etelaſam 
reftitreendrs. Oliva Evang elicu. De Chrifto gratit 
loft: ficante. De Chrifto uche Papi confitta-- 


tur, Contra Oforium de Jul ite. editationes' 

ſupra Apoc 1 in Eccleſia geſturum Com- 

week, A and blen, d. OR. 
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Ws may now give the Readers a full Sight at 
once, of Reſt of Mr. Fox's Life. We ſhall 
fuſt obſerve, a deliberate and reſolved Contempt 
of all Things, which are in greateſt Eſteem among 
Men, and eſpecially of Pleaſures; which Mind of 
his gave him great Ability, to perform whatſoever 
he lifted to take in Hand; there being: Nothin 
which; can miſlead the Mind that woul otherwif: 
hold the right Way; but what proceedeth from 
ſome Pleaſure or other, lying in Wait to entrap 


us in our Journey. 


He never declined the Friendſhip of illuſtrious 
Perſons; not to gain Honour to himſelf, but that 
his Commendation might be more effectual, when 
he ſhould deſire Favour. for others. The Money, 
which ſometimes rich Men offered him, he accept- 
ed, returning it to the Poor. He likewiſe frequent- 
ed the Tables of his Friends, not for Pleaſure (be- 
ing of a ſpare Diet) but in Courteſy to keep them 
Company, and to provoke them to Love and to 
good Works. He behaved fo in thoſe Things, 
which are followed by Delight, that none of thoſe, 
who were always in his Company, can remember 
any Speech or Action of his, which might be- 
wray the leaſt Deſire to them. And fo far was he 
from thirſting after Honour, Riches, Applauſe, or 
any outward Good, that he would not ſuffer even 
the Care of his private Eſtate to enter his Mind; 
much leſs would he take Thought for To-mor- 
row. . The Love of Gon, wherewith his Mind 
was filled, left no Room, nor any Affection free 
ſor other Pleaſures. Like one who had found an 
invaluable Treaſure, he bent his Mind * 

oping , nor expecting an 
beſides; but reſolved to make this — of all 
his Wiſhes and Deſires. Hence it fell out, that 
they who obſerved his Mind fo ſtedfaſtly fixed 
upon Gon, and that he both ſpoke and did many 


Things, 
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Things beyond the Opinion of an ordinary ge 

Man, believed 4 could not be old of — 

uncommon Inſpiration. And now ſome began 

to honour him, not as a good Man only; but as 

one more immediately ſent from Heaven. 
ine 49 ite ? 31 4 ($343341 an 


OG 32% 1} 


vir neither deny the Truth of any Story, 


# i 5 * 4 o 


nor make any Additions thereto.” —ꝗ 55 N11 
did Mr. Fox foretell, to comfort the Afflicted, or 
313 T2001» 


terrify thoſe that were ſtubborn 

| Wanna we 114 oh 

IT hath been already related, with what Con- 

ſtancyy whilſt he remained at Baſil, among his 
dani Zountrymen ; he ſi the Time 


their Return. It is "likewiſe well known, what 


anſwer he gave concerning the Lady a . 
nage, lying ſick of Wolgt Fever. When che 
Diſeaſe had "fo far increaſed, that the Phyficians 
had pronounced it deadly, Mr. Fox was called 
to be preſent at her Ending. After he had performed 
what he came for, in reading Prayers, and com- 
forting the ſick Woman, Nell have you dane (ſaid 2 
and arcording to your Dity, i prepare” yourſelf for 
a Events; but fans th fro me, That of this 
dict nee yon fhall not die. Among thoſe who ſtood 
by was Sir Moyle Finch, the s Son-in-Law, 
who, either moved with fo unufual a Speech, or 
deſirous to get Somewhat more out of him, as Toon. 


3 Mr. Fox was withdrawn, began to chide him; 
telling him, that he could not but marvel what his 


Intent wn, that "contrary to the Opinion af the 
Artiſts, he, being an unfſkilfal mould pre- 
ſume to determine the End-of the Hifcale- To 
this Mr. Fox, ſmiling; made Anfwer, Thar be 


binder” not any Man to think of hn as Je pleaſed; 

but concerning the fiel Lady, 1 Hh e emed good, 

onto Gop, that ſhe ppomld recover Diſeaſe; 

and that he had faid no more” thaw was commanded 

in. The Lady recovered nor tat tell an Un- 
U 


Vor. II. truth 


forth ſome few Wor 
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truth in this, there being many yet living, who 
could reprove me. | 


LIE to this was that Story of Mrs. Honi- 
wood, an honourable Gentlewoman, -who had al- 
moſt Twenty Years lain ſick of a Conſumption 
1 Melancholy, neither did any one ſeem to 
have Advice or Courage ſufficient againſt the Force 
of ſo miſchievous a Diſeaſe; tho' the had already 


confulted with the graveſt Divines, and the beit 
| Phyſicians, and with all, who, either in the Art 


of Curing, or Power of Perſwading, were ac- 
counted to excell. At length ſhe ſent for Mr. 
Fox. They who went with him related afterward, 
that they never had entered into a more heavy, or 
afflicted Houſe. There fat by the ſick Woman, 
her Friends, Kinsfolk, Children, and Servants; 
ſome upon Seats, and ſome on the Chamber-floor, 
not weeping of ſighing, as thoſe commonly do that 
lament; but having ſpent all their Tears, reſolute- 
ly filent, neither riſing to, thoſe that came in, nor 
anſwering thoſe who aſked any Queſtion. The 
fick Woman lay upon her Bed, without any Hope 
of Life, with her Fe ent Sights, faintly breathing 

SY the Effet of which was, 
That the deſired to end her Days. Mr. Fox, when 
he had ſo many Patients under his Hands at once, 
left all other Means of Conſolation but Prayer. At 
length he told her, That ſbe ſhould not only grow well 
of that Conſumption, but alſo live to an exceeding great 
Age. At whichWotds the ſick Gentlewoman, a little 


moved, and earneſtly beholding him: As well nught 


zou have ſaid (quoth ſhe) that :f I. ſhould throw thi 


G againſt the Wall, it would not break to Pieces 


and holding a Glaſs in her Hand, out of which 
ſhe had newly drunk, ſhe threw it forth; neither 
did the Glaſs, firſt lighting on a Cheſt, ſtanding 
by the Bed- ſide, and afterward on the Ground, ei- 


ther break or crack in any Place, And the 21 
: 4 - 9 { « | fe 


De Life of Mr. Jonx Fox. 231 


fe!l out 13 For the Gentle woman, being 
then Threeſcore Years of Age, lived afterwar 


many Years, and was able, before the goth Year 


of her Age, (for the lived longer) to reckon Three 
Hundred and Threeſcore of her Childrens Chil- 


dren and Grandchildren, Among which, at this 


Day (to wit, in the Year of our Lokp, 1641, 
in which this Book is ſet forth) there liveth Mrs. 
Grace, Hennage, the Daughter of the ſaid «Mrs. 


Honiwood, a Gentlewoman of great Worth, and- 


the Widow of an honourable Gentleman, Mr. 
Michael Heunage; who affirmeth, That ſhe was 
preſent at the ſame Time this was done. 


I covLp here relate,many Stories of like Na. 
ture ; but they, for the moſt. Parts. are dead, who 
might juſtify the Particulars. That which follow- 
eth is more commonly 2 0 "ng that it ſhould 
need to be coakrmed by Wit 


Mr. Fox went one Day, as bis Culfom was, to 
ſee the Earl of ARUNDEL, Son to the Duke of 
NoxroLk. The Earl, when he was going away, 
brought him to the Water-ſide,, at the Lower-end 
of his Garden; but obſerving the River very rough, 
on the ſudden riſing of the Wind, he counſelled 
him, Not to truſt Maſe upon the Waters, But 
he continuing in his Reſolution of going; Se, my 
Lerd, (quoth he) let theſe Naters deal with me, as 


1 haves in Truth and Sincerity y delivergdt fo you, all that 


I have / „ten. And with that entering into the 


Boat, before they put off from 12 Bridge, the 
Wind ceaſed, wy een 
Stream. 


the der ran Wich. 


* 
5 


9050 often aſxed by his rjends, Why he had 
no more Regard to the Straightne( of his Eſtate, 
it being the pen Precept bf” Charity to 97 oe at 

Home F His Anſwer Was, That Gop, by his Cove- 
U2 nant 
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nant, had the Charge of his Affairs, who well knew 
both what was fit for him, and when to beſtow it; 
and ſince He had never yet failed him, how could he 
doubt of Him, without mami Ingratitude ? 


T HERE want not ſome, who accuſe Mr. Fox of 
N which, becauſe many are intereſted in, 
1 further enquire into. . 

Ix that Part of his Hiſtory, wherein he deſcribes 
the Troubles in the Reign of Queen MARx, he 
hath by Name mentioned, not only the Authors of 
thoſe Executions, but alſo many Aſſiſtants, among 
whom were ſome Perſons of great Note. This, 
tome of their Poſterity complain to have been done 
unjuſtly: pleading, that the fatal Neceſſity of thoſe 
Times ought not to be a Scandal to them, or their 
Poſterity. I anſwer, the fame Excuſe of Neceſſi- 
ty, which they alledge for their Anceſtors, ought 
to ſuffice on Mr. Fox's Behalf; ſince he could no 
Way leave the Miniſters nameleſs, but he ſhould 
leave his Adverfaries Occaſion of Cavilling. 


I L1KEw1sSE think fit, that ſome Anſwer ſhould 
be made to the Papr/fts; who affirm, that he is a 
lying Author. Is it then a Lye, that Mr. Ro- 
GERS, Archbiſhop CRAN MER, Biſhop Hoop ER, 
Biſhop RIDLEY, Biſhop LaTimER, and many 
others were burned for their Religion ? If this, even 
by their own Confeſſion, be true, what (I marve]) 
may thoſe Matters be, by whoſe Falſhood the 
whole Work hath incurred the infamous Title of 
4 Lye, as they make their Followers believe? At 
_ firſt, they alledg'd Miſtakes in the Names of ſuch 
as ſuffered, or in the Time of their Suffering; but 
theſe were ſo well defended by the Author, that, 
as long as he lived, no Man exclaimed any more 
But let us grant them ſomewhat. If I ſhall take 
quite out of the Hiſtory, all that they have * 


2 
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be falſe, will they promiſe to ſuffer their F ollowers 
to read the reſt? They will no more yield to this 
Condition, than they will be contented to be quiet. 
What ſhall a Man do to ſuch Men, as are never 
ſatisfied, whether Tv Cl what IN plead for, 
or deny it? i 


He uſed always among his Friends, 2 pleaſant 
Kind of F amiliarity, wherewith he fealonted the 


Gravity and Severity of N Behayiour: 


BeixnG aſked at a Friend's Table, 18 Dim 
he deſired to begin his Meal with? He anſwered, 
The Laſt. Which Word was taken, as if he meant 
ſome choicer Diſh, ſuch as are brought for 
the ſecond Courſe; whereas. he. only ſignified the 
Deſire he had to ea Dinner en, that he Ei 
depart Home. 


Gol Abroad, he met a Woman, who pul- 
ling a Book from under her Arm, and ſaying, Se- 
you not that I am going to @ Sermon? Mr. Fox re- 
plied, Go home rather : for to Day you will do but 
little Good at Church. And when, the. aſked, At 
what Time therefore he would counſel ber to go? Then 
laschen he) when you tell no Joey before Hand. 


Ir happened at his own Table, that a Gentle- 
man there ſpake ſomewhat. too freely againſt the 
Earl of LEICESTER. Which, when Mr. Fo x 
heard, he commanded a Bowl, filled with Wine, 
to be brought him. Which being done: This Bow! 
(quoth he) was given, me by the Earl of Lxicks- 
TER; fo ſtopping the en ee repre- 
hending him. | 


Wren a young Man, alittle too forward, had, 
in Preſence of many, faid, That he could conceive 
no Reaſon, in the reading of the old Authors, why 
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Men ſhould fo greatly admire them. No Marvel in- 
deed (quoth Mr. Fox) for if you could concerve the 
_ Reaſon, you would then admire than your ſelf. 


Ar length, being full of Years, and ſtored with 
Friends, ere he had quite paſſed through, his Seven- 
tieth Year, he died; not through any known Dis- 
eaſe, but through Age. Vet did he foreſee the 
Time of his Departure; nor would ſuffer his Son: 
(whom notwithſtanding! he entirely loved) to be 
preſent at his Death; but forbad the one to be ſent 
for, and ſent the other on a Journey three Days 
before he died; whether he thought them unable to 
bear ſo heavy a Spectacle, or would not have hi: 
Mind at that Time troubled with any Thing, that 
might move him to deſire Life. This to me 
and my Brother was the moſt grievous of all, that 
we could neither come to datt his Eyes, to receive 
his laſt Blefling and Exhortations, nor ſatisfy our 
Minds with that laſt Sight of him. Perchance we 
could with more Patience have endured to fee the 
Approaches of his Death, than to have loſt in him 
io good an Example how to die. 


Upon the Report of his Death the whole Cit; 
lamented, honouring the ſmall Funeral which wa: 
made for him, with the Concourſe of a great Mul- 
titude of People; as if among ſo many, each Man 
had buried his own Father, or his Brother. 
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N the following Book, I commend two ſpeci; 
Points to the Reader; farſt, to ohſerve the Diſ- 
poſition and Nature of this World; ſecond- 

ly, the Nature and Condition of che Kingdom of 
Chriſt; the Vanity of the one, and the iſh- 
ment of the other; the unquiet State of the one, 
ruled by Man's Violence and Wiſdom, and the 
happy Succeſs of the other, ever ruled by Gop's 
Blefing and Providence; the Wrath and reveng- 
ing Hand of God in the one, and his Mercy upon 
the other. The World I call all ſuch as are without 
or againſt Chrift; either by Ignorance not know- 
ing Him, or by Heatheniſh Life not following 
Him, or by Violence reſiſting Him. On the other 
Side, the Kingdom of Chrift in this World, I take 
to be all them which belong to the Faith of Chrift; 

the Number of whom, although it be much ſmal- | 
ler than the other, and always hated and mon | | 
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of the World ; yet it is the Number, which the 

Lox doth peculiarly bleſs and proſper, and ever 

will, And this Number of CHs dubjeRts is that 
which we call the viſible Church in Earth. 


I the Reign of Tiberius, the Loxp Jeſus, the 
Son of G ob, in the Thirty-fourth Year of his 
Age, which was the Seventeenth of this Emperor, 
by the Malice of the Fews ſuffered his blefied Faſ- 
ſion for the conquering of Sin, Death, and Satan, 
the Prince of this World, and roſe again the third 
Day. After whoſe Paſſion and Reſurrection, Ti- 
berins lived fix Years; during which Time, no 
Perſecution was yet ſtirring in Rome againſt the 
Chriſtians, through the Commandment of the 
Emperor. 8 


Ix the Reign alſo of this Emperor, and the Vear 
which was next after the Paſſion of our Saviour, 
or ſomewhat more, St. Paul was converted to the 
Faith. After the Death of Tiberius, when he had 
reigned Twenty-three Years, ſucceeded C. Ceſar 
Caligula, Claudius Nero, and Domitius Nero. B 
Caligula, Herad the Murtherer of St. John Baptift, 
and Condemner of Chriſ, was condemned to per- 
f Baniſhment, where he died miſerably. 
Caiaphas alſo, who wickedly ſat upon Chris, was 
the ſame Time removed from the High-Prieſthood. 


DOMITIUS NERO, ſucceeding Clan- 
dius, xeigned fourteen Years, with ſuch Fury and 
Tyranny, that he flew moſt Part of the Senators, 
and deſtroyed the whole Order of Knighthood in 
Nome. Such was his wretched: Cruelty, that he 
cauſed to be put to Death his Mother, his Brother- 
in-Law, his Siſter, his Wife great with Child, all 
his Inſtructors, Seneca and Lucan, with divers more 
of his own Kindred: Moreover, he commanded 
Kome to be ſet on Fire in twelve Places, which 

. , Con- 
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continued fix Days and ſeven Nights in burning. 
And to avoid the Infamy thereof, he laid the F — 
upon the Chriſtians, and cauſed them to be perſe- 
cuted. And fo continued this miſerable Em 

in his Reign fourteen Vears; till at laſt the Senate 
proclaiming him a publick Enemy unto Mankind, 
condemned him to be drawn through the City, 
and to be whipped to Death. For Fear whereof, 
he, flying the Hands of his Enemies, in the Night 
fled to a Manor of his Servant's in the Country, 
where he was forced to flay himſelf; complaining 
that he had neither Friend nor Enemy left that 
would do ſo much for him. In the Latter-end-of 
this Domitius Nero, Peter and Paul were put to 


Death for the Teſtimony and Faith of - Chrift, 


Anno 69. 4 


Ix the Year Seventy-three, Years after the 
Paſſion of Chri/t, and the third Year after the 
Suffering of St. Peter and Paul, were deſtroyed by 


Titus and Veſpaſian his Father (who ſucceeded after 


Nero in the Empire) Eleven Hundred "Thouſand 
Jes; ' beſides thoſe which Ye/paſian flew in ſub- 
duing the Country of Gakles, and thoſe alſo which 
were ſold to vile Slavery. Two Thouſand were 
brought with Titus in his Triumph; of which, 
Part he gave to be devoured by wild Beaſts, Part 
were otherwiſe cruelly ſlain. By whoſe Caſe all 
Nations may take Example, what it is to reject 
the Viſitation of Gop; and much more to perſe- 
cute them, which are ſent of Gop for their Sal- 
Vation. x | YN 


- Now to return. I propoſe firſt, to declare the 
Perſecutions raiſed up againſt the Servants of Chri/?, 
within three hundred Years after Chriſt. Which 
Perſecutions commonly are counted Ten; beſides 
thoſe moved by the Jews in Jeruſalem and other 
Places, againſt the Apoſtis, In which, firſt Sc 
| = 


fen 
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Stephen was put to Death, and divers others were 
either lain or caſt into Priſon. 


AFTER the Martyrdom of St. Stephen, ſuffered 
next, James the Apoſtle of Chriſt, and Brother of 

ohn. Of the Death of the other Apoſtles, we 

now little of a Certainty ; the common Accounts 
being moſtly fabulous. | 


Tre firſt general Perſecution was ſtirred up by 
Nero, about the Year of our Lorp Sixty-ſeven. 
The Rage of which Emperor was fo herce againſt 
the Chriitians, that a Man might ſee Cities he full 
of Men's Bodies; the old there lying together with 
the young, and the dead Bodies of Women caſt 
out e in the open Streets; not only in Rome, 
- but alſo through all the Provinces, Nero thinking 

to aboliſh the Name of Chriſtians in all Places. 


In this Perſecution, the Apoſtle Peter was con- 
demned to Death. Touching the Cauſe and Man- 
ner of his Death, the Words of Jerome are theſe: 
Simon Peter, of the Province of Galilee, and of the 
Town of Bethſaida, the Brother of Andrew, after 
he had been Biſbep of the Church of Antioch, and 
had preached to the Diſperſion of them that believed, 
of the Circumciſion, in Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, 
Aſia, and Bithynia, in the ſecond Year of Claudius 
the Emperor (which was about the Year of our LoR D 
Feorty-forr ) came to Rome to with/tand Simon Ma- 
gus; and there abode until the laſt Year of Nero, 
which was the Fourteenth Year of his Reign, by whom 
he was crucified, his Head being down, and bis Feet 
upward; himſelf fo requiring, becauſe he was (he 
faid) unworthy to be crucified after the ſame Manner 
as the LORD was. 


EUSEB IUS affrmeth, that Peter ſeeing 
his Wife going to her Martyrdom (as he was yet 
hanging upon the Croſs) was greatly glad, and cried 
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unto her with a loud Voice, Ioman, remember the 
Lok D Jeſus. Such was then the bleſſed Bond of 
Marriage among the Saints of Gop. | 


PAUL the Apoſtle, after his great Travel and 


unſpeakable Labours in promoting the Goſpel, of 
Chriſt, ſuffered alſo in this firſt Perſecution, and 
was beheaded. S kk 


THe Perſecution beginning under Nero, ceaſed 
under Veſpaſian, who gave ſome Reſt to the poor 
Chriſtians. But not long after the ſecond Perſe- 
cution began, by the Emperor Domitian, Brother 
of Titus. | l 


He put to Death all the Nephews of Jute cal- 
led the Lokxp's Brother; and cauſed to be ſought 
out and to be lain all that could be found of the 
Stock of De vid, for Fear leſt He were yet to come 
of the Houſe of David, which ſhould enjoy the 
Kingdom. In the Time of this Perſecutor, Si- 
meon, 1 of . Zeruſalem, after other Torments, 
was crucified. 3 1 


Ix this Perſecution, John the Apoſtle and Evan» 
Bun was exiled by Demitian into Patmos. But 

omitian being lain, and his Acts repealed by the 
Senate, Jobn was releaſed under Pertinax the Em- 
peror, and came to Epheſus in the Year one Hun- 
dred. Here he continued until the Time of Tra- 
jan, and governed the Churches in Alia, where 
alſo he wrote his Goſpel, and lived *till the Year 
aſter the Paſſion of our Lord, Sixty-cight, which 
was the Year of his Age, Ons Hundred and 


Twenty. 


Wren St. John was returned to Efheſus, he 
was deſired to reſort to the Places near unto him; 
partly to regulate the Matters of the Church, - part! 
to ordain ſuch as the Holy Ghoſt ſhould dect. 
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When he was come to a certain City not far off, 
and had comforted the Brethren, he Jooking ear- 
neſtly upon him, who was the chief Biſhop among 
them, and beholding a young Man ftrong in Body, 
bf a beautiful Countenance, and of a fervent Mind : 
I comment this Man (faith he) to thee with great 
Ditl:;gence, Chriſt and the Church being WW, -w# 


Some Time after St. Jabn was ſent for to thoſe 
Quarters __ The Cauſes being decided, and 
tis Buſineſs ended; meeting with the Biſhop, he 
required of him the Pledge, which before Chri/t 
and the Congregation he left in his Hands. The 
Biſhop ſomething amazed at the Words of John, 
ſuppoſing he had meant fome Money committed to 
His Cuſtody, could not tell what to anſwer. Then 
John, 3 Mind more plainly, faid: The 
young Man, the Soul of our Brother. committed to 
your | Cuſtody, I require. The Biſhop with a loud 
Voice weeping faid, He is dead. To whom Jahn 
faid, Huw, and by what Death? The other ſaid, 
He is dead to Gop : fer be is become an evil Man, 
and now he doth frequent this Mountain, with « 
Company of Villains and Thieves like himſelf, The 
Apoſtle rent his Garments, and with a great La- 
mentation faid, I have left à good Keeper of my 
Brothers Soul; get me a Horſe, and let me have a 
Guide. This being done, he haſted as much as 
he could, and coming to the ſame Place was taken 
of the Robbers that watched. But he, neither 
fly ing nor refuſing, faid, I came for this Cauſe; 
lead me to your Captain, So he being brought, the 

in all armed, fiercely began to look upon 


him; and ſoon coming to the Knowledge of him, 


was ſtricken with Confuſion and Shame, and be- 
gan to fly. "The old Man followed him, forgetting 
his Age, and crying, My Son, why deft thou f 
from thy Father? an armed Man from one naked? 
a young Man from an old Man? Have Pity on me, 
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my Son, and fear not, for there is yet Hope of Sal. 


vation. I will anſwer for thee unte Chriſt. I will 
die for thee if need be; as Chriſt hath died for us. 
{ will give my Life for thee. Believe me, Chriſt 
hath ſent me. He hearing theſe Things, firſt, as 
in a Maze, ſtood ſtill. ter that, he caſt down 
his Weapons. By and by he trembled, and wept 
bitterly ; and coming to the old Man, embraced 
him, and ſpake unto him with 3 (as well 
as he could) being baptized afreſh with Tears; 
only his right Hand being hid and covered. Then 
the Apoſtle (after he had aſcertained him, that he 
ſhould obtain Remiſſion of our Saviour, and alſo 
prayed, falling down upon his Knees, and kiſſed 
his Right Hand, which for Shame he durſt not 
ſhew before) brought him to the Congregation. 
And when he had prayed for him with continual 
Prayer and daily Faſtings, and had comforted and 
confirmed his Ming, he went not from him be- 
fore he had reſtored him to the Congregation a- 

in, and made him a great Example of Faith and 


olineſs. 


ST. 7OH N going at Epheſus to be waſhed, and 
ſceing Cerinthus in the Bath, he leaped out un- 
bathed, becauſe he feared the Bath ſhould have 
fallen; ſeeing ſuch an Enemy to the Truth was 
within. Such Fear had the Apoſtles (faith Ireneus) 
that they would not exchange a Word with them 
that adulterate the Truth. . _ : 


In this Perfecution, beſides innumerable other 
Martyrs, ſuffering for the Teſtimony of the Lozp 
Teſus, was Flauia the Daughter of Flauius Cle 


nent, one of the Roman Conſuls, who, with many | 
others, was baniſhed out of Rome, into the Iſle. 


of Pontia. 
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THERE were remaining alive at that Time ccr- 
tain of the Lox B's Kindred, which were the 
Nephews of Jude, that was called the Lo R p'; 
Brother. When the Lieutenant of Fewry had 
brought them to Domitian to be lain, the Empe- 
ror demanded, I ether they were of the Steck of 
David? Which when they had granted; he aſked 
again, What Poſſiffions, umd what Subſtance they 
had? They anfwered, That they both had no more 
between them in all, than thirty-nine Acres of Ground, 
and that they got their Living, and ſuſtained their 
Families with the hard Labour of therr Hands, ſhew- 
ing their Hands to the Emperor, being then hard and 
rough. Then the Emperor enquiring of them con- 
cerning the Kingdom of Crit, What Manner of 
Kingdom it was; hiv, and when it hu apt car? 
They anſwer'd, That his Kingdom was not a IWorid!;, 
but an Heavenly Kingdom, and that it ſhould appear 
in the End of the Wirld;y at which Time Ile, con- 
mg in Glory, ſhould jutlge the Quict and the Dead. 
Domitium hearing this, did not condemn them; 
but deſpiſing them, let them go, and alſo ſtaĩd tlie 
Perſecution againſt the Chriſtians. 


Iv this Perſecution, every Perſon accuſed was 
twarn to declare the Truth, Whether they were 
Chriſtians or not: and if they confeſſed, then by 


the Law, the Sentence of Death proceeded. 


NetrHzr were the Tyrants content witli their 
Death only; but whatſoever Man's Invention 


could deviſe, was practiſed againſt the Chriſtians. 


Impriſonment, Stripes, and Scourgings, Tearings, 
Stonings, Plates of Tron laid unto them burning 
hot, deep Dungeons, Racks, the "Teeth of wild 


| Beafts, Gridirons, Gibbets and Gallows, Toſſing 


upon the Horns of Bulls: Moreover, when they 


were thus killed, their Bodies were laid in Heaps, 


and 
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and Dogs left to keep them, that no Man might 
bury them. 


Aub yet notwithſtanding all "theſe continual 


Perſecutions, the Church of the Chriſtians daily 


increaſed, deeply rooted in the Doctrine of the 
Apoſtles, and watered plentcouſly with the Blood 
of Saints. Thus Juſtin Martyr : That none can 
terrify or remove us which believe in Jeſus, it daily 
appeareth; for when we are flain, crucified, caſi to 
wild Beaſts, into the Fire, or given to other Ter- 
ments, yet we go not from our en but on the 
contrary, the more Cruelty is wrought againſt us, the 
mere there are that come to Faith in the Name e Je- 
ſus: M otherwiſe than if a Man cut the Jine- Trec, 
the better the Branches grow. | 


BETWEEN the Second Perſecution and the 
Third was but one Year, under the Emperor 
Nerva. Trajan ſucceeded him, who, in other 
Reſpects, was a commendable Prince: but toward 
the Chriſtians he was impious and, cruel. In his 
Perſecution Pliny the Second, a Man learned and 
famous, ſecing the lamentable Slaughter of Chri- 
ſtians, and moved to Pity, wrote to Trajan, that 
there were many Thouſands daily put to Death, 
of which none did any Thing contrary to the Ro- 
man Laws: whereby the Perſecution, by Com- 
mand of the Emperor, was greatly diminiſhed. 


The Epiſtle of Pliny I thought convenient to ſet 


down, às follows. 


The Epiſtle of Pl Ix V to TRA IAN. 


T is my Manner (my Sovereign) to make Re- 
lation of all theſe Things unte ven, wherein 1 
doubt. For who can beiter, ather correct my 
tackneſs, or inſtru? mine Ignorance, than You? 1 
2 WEE 


| 
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trauſed two Maiders to be laid on the Rack, ex- 
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was never yet preſent my ſelf at the Examination and 
Execution of theſe Chriſtians ; and therefore what 


Puniſhment is to be adminiſired, and how to f recced 


in ſuch Inquiſitions, I am ignorant; not able to re- 


folve whether any Difference is ta be had in Age 


and Perſon; whether the Young and Tender ought to 
be treated with like Cruelty as the Elder and Strong< 
er; whether Repentance may have any Pardon, or 
whether it may frofit him or not, to deny, who hath 
been a Chriſtian; whether the Name nk of Chrifti- 
ans without ether Offences; or whether the Offences, 


joined with the Name of a Chriſtian, ought to be 


puniſhed. In the mean Seaſon, as touching ſuch Chri- 


fftans as have been preſented unto me, I have" kept 


this Order. I have enquired the ſecond and third 
Time of them, Whether they. were Chriſtians ; me- 
racing them with Fear of Puniſhment ; and ſuch «s 


did perſevere, I commanded to Execution. 


THERE was a Libel offered me, bearing no 
Name; wherein were contained the Names of many 
which denied themſelves to be Chriſtians, content to ao 
Sacrifice to the Gods, and to your Image, and 15 


_ blaſpheme Chriſt : whereunto no True Chriſtians could 


be compelled; and thoſe I diſcharged and let go. O- 
thers confeſſed, that they had been Chriſtians, but af- 
terward denied the ſame; affirming unto me the whol: 
Sum of that Sect or Error to conſiſt in this, © That 


they were wont, at certain Times appointed, to meet 


before Day, and to fing Hymns to one Chriſt their 


Gor, and te confederate among themſelves, to ab- 


flain from all Theft, Murder, and Adultery; to keep 


their Faith, and to defraud no Man: which done, 
they departed for that Time ; and afterward reſorted 
again to take Meat in Companies together, both Men 
and Mamen; and yet without any Act of Evil. 


TO be further certified in the Truth whereof, 1 


amined 
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amined a the ſame. But finding no other Thing in 
them, but only immaderate Super /tition, I thought to 
ceafe further Ingriry, til I might be further adver- 
== in the Matter from You; ejpecially confudering 
the great Number of theſe, that were 1n Danger of 
your Statute. For very many there were of all Ages 
and States, Beth Men and Minen, who bad incurr A 
the ſame Peril of Condeviation. era”. fares 


\_TI0 3306 TY 
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IHE 47 and Statute, my Secundus, contern- 
img the Chriſtians, you have rightly executed. 
© "For mo ſuch general Luto can be enatted, 
wherein all ſpecial Caſes particularly can be cm 
hende. Let the not 755 ht fer ;" but i they be 
broucht and convicted, t 2 Ye them ſuffer Execu- 
tion Se nerwithtanding, "that whoſotuer fhail deny 
himſelf to be @ Cbriſtian, and do Sacrifice to our 
Gods, let him be Feleaſod.” Such Libels as have no 
mes, Pe nit ta any juſt Crime 3 fer that Pad 
ive both an evil Preſident ; neither a:th it agree 
with the Example of our Time. S am ES; ox 


TERTULLTAN writing upon this Letter 
of Trajun, favs,” O Sentenet of d confuſed Neceſfi- 
ty! He would not have then, to be fought, as Men 
Innocent; and yet rarſes them to be puniſhed, as Per- 

fins Guilty, And thus the Rape of that Perſecution 
_ ceaſed for a Lime; although, nothwithſtanding, 
many cruel Ofhcers, ceaſed net to afflièt the Chri- 
ſtians in divers Provinces : As in Feruſalem, after 
the Emperor Trajarn had fent Commandment, That 
whoſoever could be fount of the Stock of David, 
ſhould be put to Death. Certain of the Jeu 
Nation, accuſed Simeon the Biſhop of 2 
to come of the Stock of David. This Simeon was 
ſcourged many Days together, being an Hundred 

f N oe \ V 3 nr. and | 
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and Twenty Years old. In which both the Con- 

ful and all the Multitude did marvel to fee him of 

that Age fo conſtantly to ſuffer: And fo at laſt 

Dang crucified, he finithed his Courſe in the 
ORD. 


Is this Perſecution ſuffered Phocas, Biſhop of 
Pontus, whom Trajan, becauſe he would not do 


Sacrifice to Neptune, cauſed to be caſt into a hot 


Limeckiln, and afterward to be put into à ſcalding 
Bath, where he, in the Teſtimony of Chri/t, 
ended his Life. | 


ALso in this Perſecution, ſuffered the bleſſed 


Martyr, Ignatius, appointed Biſhop of Antioch next 


after St: Peter: Who was given to Wild Beaſts to 
be devoured. ( Sce Vol. I.) 


Bes1DEs this godly Jenatins, many thouſand: 
alſo were put to Death in the fame Perſecution, as 
appears by the Letter of Pliny, above recited. 


NExrT after Trajan ſucceeded Adrian the Em- 
peror ; under whom ſuffered Alexander the Biſhop 
of Name, with his two Deacons, Euentius and 


Theodorus Alſo Hermes and Quirinus, with their 


Families. 


MoREoveR, in the Time of Adrian, Zenen, 


a Nobleman of Rome, with Ten Thoufand I wo 
Hundred and Three, were ſlain for Chriſt. 


Tk was one Euftachius a Captain, whom 
Trajan in Time paſt had ſent out to War againft 
the Barbarians. After he had, by Gop's Grace, 
valiantly ſubdued his Enemics, and was now re- 
turning Home with Victory; Adrian for Joy 


meeting him in his Journey, to bring him Home 
with Triumph, by the Way would firſt do Sa- 


criſice 


r ou AX}. cc mm 1 ET ILSS ns 


© A ba © as ww + 


Chriſtian M ARTYRS. 247 


crihce to Apoll; for the Victory gotten; willing 
alſo Er/tachins to do the fame with him. But 
when Euftachius could by no Means be thereto 
enforced, being brought to Rome, there, with his 
Wife and Children, he ſuffered Martyrdom under 

the foreſaid Adrian. | 


We read alſo of Fau/tinys and Jelita, Citizens 
of Brixia, who ſuffered Martyrdom with grievous 
, Torments. One Calacerius, ſeeing their 1 
cried out, Verih, great is the Gab of. Chriſtians ! 
Forthwith he was apprehended, and being brought 
to the Place of Execution, was made Partaker of 


their Martyrdom, 


Wutz Adrian, was, at, Athens, Juadratus, a 
Man of no leſs excellent Zeal, than Learning, be- 
ing then Biſhop of Athens, exhibited 18 a 
learned Apology, in the Defence of the Chriſtian 
Religion; wherein he declared the Chriſtians 
without all juſt Cauſe, to be ſo cruelly treated and 
perſecuted. The like did A iſtides, another no leſs 
excellent Philoſopher. Alſo Sereyus Granus, a 
Man of great Nobility, writ Letters to Adrian, 
declaring it was not conſonant with Right or 
Reaſon, for the Blood of Innocents to be given to 
the Fury of the People, and to be condemned for 
no Fault, only for the Name and Sect that they 
followed. | tw aca 


THz Emperor, being better informed, concern- 
ing the Chriſtians, became more favourable unto 
them: And immediately wrote to. MAinutius Fun- 
danus, Proconſul of A4/ia, willing him to exerciſe 
no more ſuch Extremity againſt the Chriſtians, as 
to condemn any of them; having no other Crime 
objected againſt them, but only their Name. 
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AFTER the Death of 7 ſucceeded Auto- 
minus, about the Year of our Lonn, One Hun- 
dred and Forty, and reigned Twenty-three Years; 
who for his Clemency and modeſt Behaviour, had 
the Name of Pius. His Saying was, That he had 
rather fave Ore Citizen, than deſtroy a Thouſand of 
his Atyerjaries. At the Beginning of his Reign, 
fuch was the State of the Charch; as Adrian his 
Predeceſſor had left it; in Which, although there 
was no Edict to perſecute the Chriſtians, yet the 
Rage of the Heathens, did not ceaſe to afflict the 
People of Gop ; aſcribing to the Chriſtians what- 
ſoerer Misfortune h appened. Moreover, invent- 
ing againſt them all falſe Crimes and Contumelies, 
whereof to accuſe them. By Reaſon whereof, 
there were divers in ſundry Places moleſted, and 
ſome put to Death: But not by the Confent of the 
Emperor; who was fo mild and gentle, that either 
he raiſed up no Perſecution againft the Chriſtians, 
or elſe he ſoon ſtayed the fame. 


Kev the Deccaſe of Antonius Pint (who 4- 


mong all other Emperors of that Time made the 


moſt quiet End) followed his Son, N. Antoninus 
Verus, with Lucius his Brother, about the Year of 
our Lox D, One Hundred and Sixty-two, a Man 


more ſtern and ſevere. And although, in Civil 


Government no leſs commendable: yet, toward 
the Chriſtians, ſharp and fierce; by whom was 
moved the fourth Perſecution. - In whoſe Time, 

a great Number of them, which profeſſed Chr:/, 
ere: moſt crucl Torments; both in Aa and 
Fra te. In the Number of whom was Polycarp, 
the worthy Biſhop of Smy#1z; who in the great 
Rage of this Perſecution in Ajia, was martyr'd.--- 
[ SceVor. I.) | 

Ix the fame Perſecution ſuffered Pierins; who, 
after much Boldneſs of Speech, in his Apologiss 
and Sermons made to the People, in the 9 
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of the Chriſtian Faith, and after much relievin 
and comforting many that were in Priſons, an 
otherwiſe diſcomforted, at laſt, was put to cruel 
Torments; then given to the Fi ire; and fo finiſh- 
ed his Martyrdom. 


As theſe ſuffered in Al, ſo in Rome ſuffered 
Felicitas with her ſeyen Children. The Names 


of thoſe Children were Januarius, Felix, Philip, 


Sikvanus, Alexander, Vitalis, . Of whom 
Januarius, after he was whipped and ſcourg- 
ed with Rods, was preſt to Peach with leaden 
Weights. Felix and Philid had their Brains beaten 
out with Mawls. Silvanus was caſt down head- 
long, and had his Neck broken. Alexander, Vi- 
talis and Martialis, were beheaded. Laſt of all, 
Felicitas the Mother was ſlain with the Sword. 


In this Perſecution, ſuffered. alſo Juin; a 
Man excellent in Learning and Philoſophy, and a 
t Defender of the Chriſtian Religion; . who 
exhibited unto. the Emperor, and to the Se- 
nate, an Apology in the Defence of the Chri/tians ; 
and afterwards himſelf died a Martyr. 


| UxpkR the fame Antoninus ſuffered Ptolomeus 


and Lucius, for the Confeſſion of Chri/t, in a City 
of Egypt; whoſe Hiſtory is recited in n 
as follows. 


« THERE was a certain Wo oman married unto 
a Huſband, who was given much to Laſciviouſ- 
neſs, whereunto ſhe — ſelf, in Times paſt, was 
addicted. But ſhe, being inſtructed in the Chri- 
ſtian Religion, and being chaſte her ſelf, perſuaded 
her Huſband to live chaſtly; often telling him, 
That it was 2 in the 1 of the Chri- 


ſtians, that they ſhould be puniſhed etz | 


who lived not chaftly in this Life. But he, f 


Con- 
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continuing in his Filthineſs, cauſed his Wife to 
eſtrange her ſelf from his Company. To revenge 
which, he accuſed her of being a Chriſtian, 
Whereupon ſhe, being in great Danger, delivered 
to the Emperor a Supplication ; deſiring, firſt, to 
tet her Family in order; and that done, to anſwer 
all that might be laid againſt her: Whereunto the 
Emperor condeſcended. Her Huſband ſeeing this, 
accuſedj alſo her Inſtructor in the Faith of Chriſt: 


Who being brought before Urbicins the Judge, and 


him condemned to ſuffer; one Lucius ſtanding 


by, faid to Urhicius That Reaſon or Equity ts 


this, that this Man who is neither Adulterer, nor 
Fornicator, nor Homicide, nor Fel;n ; neither hath 
committed any Crime, is condemned only for his Name 


and Con feſſton of being a Chriſtian? This Conden- 
nation, and this Manner of Fudgment, O Urbicius, 


are neither ſeemly for the virtuous Emperor, nor for 


the PhilsJopher his Son; nar yet for the Ejlate of bis 


Senate of Rome. 


URBICTUS. making no. farther Examina- 
tion, ſaid unto Lucius, Theu art alſo a Chriſtian. 
And when Lucius had given him to underſtand 
that he was, the Judge, without further Delay, 


commanded him to be had away to Execution 


To whom he anſwered, I thank you with all my 
Heart, that you releaſe ms from meſt wicked Gover- 
nors, and ſend me unto my good and maſt loving Va- 
ther, the King of all Gods. A third Man alſo, 
coming unto him, and uſing the like Liberty of 
Speech, had the like Sentence of Death; and was 
crowned with the ſame Crown of Martyrdom.” 


Is the fame Perſecution, which raged not in 
Rome and A/ia only, but in other Countries allo, 


fuffered the Martyrs of Lyons and Vienne; giving 
to Chriſt a glorious Teſtimony, and to all Chri- 
ſtians a Spectacle of ſingular Conſtancy. The HH. 


ſtory 
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RE of whom, becauſe it is written by their own n 
Churches, where they ſuffered, I EF in their 
own Words. 


The Servants of Chriſt, inhabiting the 
Cities of Vienne and Lions, te the Bre- 
thren in Aſia and Phrygia, having the 
ſame Faithand Hope of Redemption with 
us : Peace, and Glory from Gop the 

Father, and from Jew Chriſt our 
Logo. 


HE Greatneſs of this our Tibia the 

furious Rage of the Gertiles againſt us, and 

the Torments which the blefled Martyrs 
fulfered, we can neither in Words, nor pet in 
Writing, exactly, as they deſerve, ſet forth. © For 
the Adv erſary with all his F orce, in every Place, 
inſtructed his Miniſters, how in moſt ſpiteful 
Manner to ſet upon the Servants of Gop? So that 
we were univerſally commanded, that none ſhould 
de ſeen in any Place. But Gop hath always Mer- 
cy in Store, and took out of their Hands ſuch as 
were weak; and others did He ſet up as firm and 
immoveable Pillars, able to abide al Force, and 
raliantly to withſtand the Enemy, enduring” all 
the Puniſhment they could deviſe. They fourht 
this Battle to come unto Chriſt, eſteeming their 
Troubles but as light: Thereby ſhowing, that all 
that may be ſuffered in this Lite, is not able to 
countervail the great Glory which ſhall be ſhewed 
upon us. And firſt, they patiently ſuffered what- 
ſocver the Multitude did 'unto them; as Railings, 
Scourgings, Flinging of Stones, and Impriſonings. 
Then being led into the Market-Place, and there 
judged of the Rulers of the City, after their Con- 
fefion made openly, they were cominanded-again 
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to Priſon, until the Return of the chief Governor, 
After this they were brought before him, and hc 
uſed all the Extremity that poffibly he might againſt 


them. Vetius Epagathus, one of the Brethren, re- 


pleniſhed with fervent Zeal both towards Gop and 
his Brethren, (whoſe Converſation, altho' he were 
a young Man, was counted as perfect, as was the 
Life of Zachary the Prieſt : For he walked diligent! 
in all the Commandments of the LoRx p, and in al 
Obedience towards his Brethren blameleſs.) He, 
having within him the Love, and Spirit of Gop, 
could not ſuffer that wicked Judgment, which was 
geen upon the Chriſtians; but being vehemently 
iſpleaſed, defired the Judge would * the De- 
fence which he was minded to make in the Be- 
half of the Chriſtians. But the People cried that 
it might not be ſo, tho” he was a Nobleman born, 
neither did the Governor grant him his lawful 
Requeſt; but only aſked him, l heiber he himſelf 
was a Chriſtian or not? He immediately with a 
loud and bold Voice anſwered, I am a Chriſtian. 
And thus was he received into the Fellowſhip of 
the Martyrs, and called the Advocate of the Chri- 


ſtians. 


Bx this Man's Example, the reſt were the more 


animated to Martyrdom, and made more joyous 
to accompliſh the ſame. Some indeed were not 
ſo well prepared, and not able to bear the Vehe- 
mency of ſo great a Conflict; of whom there were 


ten that fainted, miniſtring to us much Heavineſs 


and Lamentation. Thoſe, by their Example, cauſed 
the reſt, which were not yet apprehended, to be 
leſs willing thereunto. Then were we all aftonied: 
not that we feared the Puniſhment intended againſt 
us, but having Reſpect to the End, and fearing 
left others ſhould fall. Every Day there were ap- 
rehended ſuch, as were worthy to fulfill the 
N umber of them, which were fallen: yok” 
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that of two. Churches, all that were Chief, and 
which were the principal Governors, were appre- 
hended. With theſe alſo certain of the Heathens, 
being our Men-Servants, were apprehended (for 
ſo the Governor commanded, that all in general 
ſhould be taken) who fearing the Torments, which 
they ſaw the Saints ſuffer; being alſo compelled 
thereunto by the Soldiers, fained againſt us, That 
we kept the Feaſtings of Tees, and Inceſt of 
Oedipus, and many other ſuch Crimes, which are 
neither remembred, nor named of us. 


Tusk Things being now told abroad, every 
Man began to ſhew Cruelty againſt us, infomuch 
that thofe, who before were more gentle towards 
us, now waxed mad againſt us. And thus was 
fulfilled that, which was ſpoken : The Time will 
tome, that whoſoever killeth you, ſhall think he dath 
Gor Service. Then marvellous was the Rage 
both of the People and Prince; efpecially againſt 
Sanctus, who was Deacon of the Congregation of 
Vienne; againſt Maturus, being but a little before 
baptized, yet a worthy Soldier of Chriſt; againſt 
Attalus, who was the Foundation and Pillar of 
that Congregation, and alſo againſt Blandina : By 
whom Chriſt ſheweth thoſe Things, which the 
World eſteemed vile and abject, to be glorious in 
God's Sight. For when we were afraid, and ſpe- 
cially her Miſtreſs in the Fleſh, who" was her ſelf 
one of the Martyrs, left haply, for Weakneſs of 
Body, ſhe would not ſtand. to her Confeffion; 
Blandina was fo repleniſhed with Strength and 
Boldnefs, that they, which had the Tormenting 
of her by Courfe, from Morning to Night, for 
very Wearineſs gave over, and were themſelves o- 
vercome, confeſſing that they could do no more 
againſt her, and marvelled that ſhe yet lived, hav- 
ing her Body fo torn and rent; and teſtified that 
any ons «hoſe Torments alone, had been enough 
Vol. ibs X to 
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to have pluck'd the Life from her Body. But that 
blefled Woman, fighting this worthy Battle, be- 
came ſtronger and ſtronger; and as often as ſhe 
ipake theſe Words, (I am a Chriſtian, neither have 
we committed any Evil) it was to her a marvellous 
Comfort and Boldning to abide the 'Torments. 


.SANGCTUS., who in the Midſt of his Tor- 
ments endured more Pains, than the Nature of a 
Man might away with, abode, notwithſtanding, 
in ſuch Conſtancy of Mind, that he told them not 
his Name, nor what Country-man he was, nor in 
what City brought up: but unto every Queſtion 
that was aſked him, he anſwered, I am a Chri- 
ian Neither could the Gentiles get any more of 
nim: Whereupon both the Governor and Tor- 
mentors were the more vehemently bent againſt 
him. At length, they clapped Plates of Brass red 
hot to the tendereſt Parts of his Body; yet he never 
ſhrunk, but was bold and conſtant in his Confe(- 
ſion; being ſtrengthened and moiſtened with the 
Fountain of living Water, flowing out of Chriſt's 
Side. Truly, his Body was a ſufficient Witneſs 
what Torments he ſuffered: for it was all drawn 
together, wounded and fcorched fo, that it had 
loſt the Shape of a Man: in whole Suffering Chriſt 
obtained unſpeakable Glory; for that he overcame 
bis Adverfaries, and declared, That nothing ought 
to be feared where the Love of Gap is; and no- 
thing is grievous, wherein the Glory of Chriſt is 
manifeſted. ©_ | 


SATAN) now thinking: to have ſettled himſelf 
in the Heart of one Biblides, being one of thoſe, 
who had denied Chriſt, and thinking to have 
cauſed her, being weak in Faith, to have damned 
her Soul, in blaſpheming the Name of Gop, 
brought her to the Place of Execution. But ſhe in 
the Middle of her Torments, returning 1 her 11 
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and waking as it were out of Sleep, againſt all 
Men's Expectations, broke out: How fhould toe 
Cbriſtians, ea! young Infants, (as ye report of us) 


for whom it is not lauf te eat the Blood of any 


Beaſt? Upon that, ſo ſoon as ſhe confeſſed her ſelf 
to be a Chriſtian, ſhe was martyred with the reſt.” 


Wurd Chriſt had ended thoſe Torments, by 
the Patience and Sufferance of his Saints, the De- 
vil invented other Engines and Inſtruments. For 
the Chriſtians were ſhut up in dark and ugly Dun- 
geons; and were drawn by the Feet in the Rack 
and many other ſuch Punifhments ſuffered” they; 
ſo that very many of them were killed in Priſons; 
whom the Lob, in this manner, would have to 
enjoy everlaſting Life. And ſurely theſe good 
Men were ſo tormented, that if they had had all 
the Medicines in the World, it was thought im- 
— for them to live: yet, thus remaining in 
"ifon, deftitute of all human Help, they were fo 
— — of the Lox D, and both in and 
Mind confirmed, that they comforted the Minds 
of the reſt. But the Vounger of them, which had 
not felt the Laſh of the Whip, were not able to 
endure the Sharpneſs of their Impriſonment; and 
ſo died for the ſame. py Wt 


Tus bleſſed Photinus, who was Deacon to the 
Biſhop of Lions, tho! about eighty-nine Years old, 
and a very feeble Man; yet was of a lively Cou- 
rage and Spirit: and for the great Deſire he had 
of Martyrdom, when he was brought unto the 
Judgment- Seat, although his Body was weak, 
both becauſe of his old Age, and alſo through 
dickneſs; yet was his Life preſerved to this Pur- 
poſe, that by the ſame, Chriſt might be glorified. 
He being by the-Soldiers brought to the Place of 
Judgment, many Citizens and Men of great Abi- 
lity followed him; and the whole Multitude cryed 
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upon him diverſly, as though He had been Chiitt 
Himſelf. For being demanded of the chief Ruler, 
what was the Chriſtian Man's Gop! He anſwer- 
ed, If. thou be werthy to know, thou ſhalt know. He, 
being with theſe Words touched, cauſed him to ve 
very ſorely beaten. Thoſe that ſtood next him, 
did him all the Spite they could, both with Hand 
and Foot, having no Regard to his old Age or 
white Hairs. And they, which were further off, 
threw whatſoever came next to Hand. By this 
Means they thought they revenged the Quarrel of 
their Gods. Phatinus now, gaſping for Life, was 
my into Priſon, and within two Days after 
died. | 4 | 


AND here is the mighty Providence of God de- 
clared. Thoſe, who in the firſt Perſecution denied 
Chriſt, were alſo put in Priſon, and made Parta- 
kers of the others Afflictions. Neither did it any 
Whit help them that had denicd Chriſt ; but they, 
which confefled him, were impriſoned as Chri- 
ſtians; and the other Sort as Homicides and wicked 

 Doers. Theſe were refreſhed with the Joy of 
Martyrdom, the Hope of God's Promiſes, the 
Love towards Chriſt, and the Spirit of Gop: the 
others, by their Countenances bewrayed unto all 
their guilty Conſciences. The Chriſtians went 
forth having chearful Countenances, adorned with 
Glory and Grace, inſomuch that the very Bonds 
wherewith they were tied, ſet them out as Men in 
ſeemly Apparel; whereas the others were fad, ab- 
ject, 4ll-favoured, filled with Shame, and reviled 
of the very Gentiles themſelves, as degenrate 
Wretches, having the Crime of Homicide, and 
deſtitute of the moſt precious, glorious, and lively 
Calling. By theſe Sights, the reſt were confirm- 
ed, and being apprehended, confeſſed Chriſt with- 
out any Staggering- Aſter theſe Things, the 
Martyrdom of theſe holy Saints d 105 
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divers Kinds; as the Offering to Gop the Father 
a Garland, decked with divers Kinds of Flowers, 
And ſo it behoved the worthy Champions of Gop, 
after they had ſuffered divers Kinds of TI orments, 
to obtain the Reward of Immortality. 


Tu Maturus, Blandina, and Aitalus were 
brought together to the Scaffold, there in the Face 
of the People to be devoured of the Beaſts. And 
Maturus, with Sanus, being brought the ſecond 
Time to the Scaffold, ſuffered again all Kind of 
Torments, as though. hitherto they had ſuffered 
nothing. They, as ſtriving for the Crown, ſuffered 
again more Scourgings, the Tearing of wild Beaſts, 
and whatſoever the frantick People cried for. A- 
bove all, they brought an Iron Chair, in which 
their Bodies being ſet, were fried and ſcorched, as 
on a Grid- Iron. And yet for all that, the Tor- 
mentors ceaſed not, but waxed more fierce and 
mad apainit them, labouring to overcome the Pa- 
tience of the Saints. Notwithſtanding they could 
not get out of Santas any other Thing, but the 
Confeſſion, which at the Beginning he declared. 
And thus theſe holy Men, after they had long con- 
tinued in this Conflict, at length were ſlain; being 
made all that Day a Spectacle unto the World. 


B LANDI NA, being faſtened upon a Stake, 
was caſt to the Beaſts to be devoured; which 
Thing was not done without the determinate Will 
of Gop: That while ſhe ſeemed to hang, as it 
were upon a Croſs, by the Ferventneſs of her 
Prayer ſhe might comfort the reſt of the Saints; 
as beholding Chriſt with their bodily Eyes, which 
in that Agony ſuffered for them all; and that all 
which believe in Him, and fuffer for the Glory of 
Chriſt, might be affured to live with Him for ever. 
When they ſaw that no Beaſt would come near 
ber, they caſt her — that ſhe, 
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having the Victory of many Battles, might tri- 
umph over the Devil; and being a weak and fill 
Woman, armed with Chrift, the invincible Con- 
queror might encourage her Brethren, and win a 
Crown of incorruptible Glory. 


ATTALUS, being alſo called for of the Peo- 
ple, cometh forth to the Sight. When the Table 
was carried before him, wherein was written: This 
is Attalus the Chriftian, the People were in a 


marvellous Rage againſt him. But the Governor, 


underſtanding that he was a Roman, commanded 
him again to Priſon ; whereof he wrote to the 
Emperor, and waited for an Anſwer, what his 
Pleaſure herein was. The Priſoners were not idle 
in the mean Seaſon, nor unprofitable to their Bre- 
thren. For thoſe, which were dead before, were 
now revived by them that lived, and the Church 
did much rejoice, receiving them again, whom ſhe 


had loſt before. For many of them, which before 


had denied, now were reſtored, and learned to be 
Confeſſors. And being ſtrengthened,” and taſtin 
the Sweetneſs of Him, who deſireth not the Deut 
4 4 Sinner; they came, of their own Accord, to 
e Judgment-Seat again, that they might be ex- 
amined of the Judge. He cauſed all the holy 
Martyrs to be brought thither, that the Multitude 
might behold them, and once again examined 
them; and as many of them as were Romans he 
beheaded; the Refidue he gave to the Beaſts to be 
devoured. And truly Chriſt was much glorihed 
by thoſe, who a little before had denied Him; and, 


contrary to the Expectation of the Infidels, con- 


felled Him even unto Death. When they were 
examined, one Alexander, a Phrygian, who had dwelt 
long in France, and was known of all, for the 
Love he had to Gov, ſtanding near the Bar, by 
Signs perſuaded fuch as were examined, to con- 
fels Chriſt: So that he was deſcried of the — 
DEA J. 
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by. The People ſoon cried out againſt him. And 


when he was demanded what Religion he was of! 

He anſwered, 7.4m « Chrijtian. He had no ſooner; 

ſpoken the Word, but he was adjudged to che. 
Tak next Day Attalus, and ANN 


Beaſts to be devoured. 5 11 
brought forth together hen they had er * 
the greatelt Jortures they could put them to, they, 
were at length {lain : Of whom Alesander never 
gave ſo much as a Sigh z but, from the Bottom of 
his Heart, praiſed and prayed to the Loxp. Atta- 
lus, when he was ſet in the Iron Chair, and began 
to fry, ſpake to the Multitude in the Roman Lan- 
guage thus: Bebel, you cat Man's, Fleſh ; but we: 
netther. eat Men, nor commit any other I} ickedneſs.. 
And being demanded, what, was the Name of their 
Gop? Our Gop (ſays he) hath xo ſuch Name as 
Men have, Then faid they, Now let us ſee whether, 
your GOD can help you, and take you. out of our 
Aan. 5 1 1 80 4, 


Tr1s being the laſt Day of the Spectacle, Blan- 
dina again, and one Ponticus, a Child of fiſteen 
Vears old, was brought forth. And this had been 
done every Day, to the Intent that they, ſeeing the 
Puniſhment of their Fellows, might be compelled 
to ſwear by the Idols. But becauſe they conſtant- 
ly abode in their Purpoſe, the whole Multitude 
was in a Rage, neither ſparing the Age of the 
Child, nor the Sex .of the Woman, but put them 
to all the Torment they could deviſe, and yet were 
not able to prevail. For Ponticus, being ſo ani- 


* 


mated by his Siſter, after he had ſuffered all Tor- 


ments, gave up the Ghoſt, Blandina being the 
laſt that ſuffered, after ſhe had, like a worthy Mo- 
ther, given Exhortations unto her Children, an 

had ſent them before, as Conquerors to their hea» 
venly King, rejoiced ſo much at her Childrens 


Death, 


rr — 
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Death, and fo hafſtned her own, as though ſhe had 
been bidden to a Bridal. After her Whipping, 
her Delivery to the Beaſts, and her Torments up- 
on the Grid-Iron, at length ſhe was put in a Net, 
and thrown to the wild Bull; and when ſhe had 


been ſufficiently gored with his Horns, was thus 


flain; infomuch that the very Heathens themſelves 
confeſſed, There never was Woman put to Death 
of them that ſuffered ſo much. Neither yet was 
their furious Cruelty afiwaged : But thoſe whom 
they murdered, they threw to the Dogs, ſetting 
Keepers Day and Night to watch them, that they 
would not be buried; and bringing forth the 
Remnant of their Bones and Bodies, ſome half 
burned; ſome left of the wild Beaſts, and ſome all 
mangled; alſo bringing forth the Heads of others, 
which were cut off, they in like Manner commit- 
ted them to the Charge of the 22 7 to "ice ow 
remain unburied. 


Tuvs the Bodies of the dae a kia Days 
in the open Streets. At length they bale them, 
and threw their Aſhes into the River Rhone, that 
there might appear no Remnant of them upon the 


Earth. And this did they, as tho' they had been 


able to hinder the Regeneration of the Saints, and 
take from them the Hope of the Reſurrection ; 
cc whereof they being perſuaded (faid they) bring 
c in this new and ſtrange Religion, and ſet thus 
« light by Death and Puniſhment.” * 


Soox after the Perfecution was ſtayed. Shin 
think on Occaſion of a wonderful Miracle; the 
Story whereof is this. At what Time the two 
Brethren, Marcus Antoninus and Marcus Aurelius 
Commotus, Emperors, joining together, warred 
aoainſt the 7 Vandales, Sarmates, and Ger- 
mans, In the Expedition againſt them, their Army 


was ſhut in within' the Straits and hot dry Places, 
where 
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where their Soldiers, beſides other Difficulties, be- 
ing deſtitute of Water five Days, were like to pe- 
riſn. In this great Diſtreſs, a Legion of Chriſtian 
Soldiers ſuddcnly withdrew from the Army, and 
falling proſtrate upon the Earth, by ardent Prayer, 
obtained, of Gop,,a, double Relief. Gop gay 

pleaſant, Showers, whereby their Soldiers quenched 
their Thirſt; and a great Number of their Ene- 
mies were diſcomfited, and put to Flight by con- 
tinual Lightnings. This Miracle ſo pleaſed the 
Emperor, that ever after he was gentle to the 
Chriſtians, and directed his Letters to his Rulers 
(as Tertullian in his Apology, witneſſeth) com- 
manding them to give Thanks to the Chriſtians, 
no leſs for his Victory, than for the Preſervation 


- ou 


of him and all his Men. 


SEVERUS raiſed. the Fifth Perſecution a- 
ous the Chriſtians : Who, through falſe and ma- 
icious Accuſations, was ſo incenſed againſt them, 
that by Proclamations he commanded no. Chriſti- 
ans any more to be ſuffered. Hereby great Perſe- 
cution was ſtirred up on cvery Side, and an infi- 
nite Number of Martyrs ſlain, about the Year of 
our Lox D Two Hundred and Five. The Crimes 
objected againſt the Chriſtians, are partly touched 
before; as Sedition and Rebellion againſt the Em- 

ror, Sacrilege, Murdering of Infants, inceſtuous 
Pollution, Eating raw Fleſh, libidinous Commix- 
ture, Worſhipping the Head of an Aſs; but eſpe- 
cially becauſe they would not worſhip the Idola- 
2 Gods, they were counted as Enemies to all 

en. | hy 1 


Tux Places where this Perſecution moſt raged, 
were Africa, Alexandria, and Cappadocia. The 
Number of them that ſuffered was innumerable, 
Of whom, the firſt was Leonides, the Father of 


Origen, who was beheaded : With whom N 
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his Son, being then ſeventeen Vears old, ſhould 
have ſuffered (ſuch a fervent Deſire he had to be 
martyred) had not his Mother, privily in the 
Night, conveyed away his Cloaths. Whereupon, 
more for Shame to be ſeen, than for Fear to die, 
he was conſtrained to remain at Home: And 
when he could do nothing elſe, he wrote to his 
Father a Letter with theſe Words, Take Heed 10 
your /e!f,, that you turn not your Thought and Pur- 
fofe fer our Sake, c. Such a Fervency had this 
Origen, being yet young, to the Doctrine of 
Chriſt's Faith, that his Father divers Time would 
uncover his Breaſt, being afleep, and kiſs it; 
piving Thanks to Gon, which had made him the 
ather of ſuch a happy Child. After the Death 
of his Father, all his Goods being confiſcated, 
he, with his poor Mother, and fix Brethren, were 
brought to fuch extreme Poverty, that he ſuſtained 
both himſelf and them by teaching a School ; till 
at length he transferred his Study only to the 
Knowiedge of Scripture, and other- Learning con- 
ducible to the ſame. He profited fo much in the 
Hebrew and other Tongues, that he conferred the & 
Hebrew Text with the "Traaſlation of the Seven- 7 
; and moreover did confer the other Tranſla- . 
tions, which we call the TI ranflation of Aquila, 
of Symmachus, and Theodetion, Alſo he adjoined 
four other Tranſlations. $437 0 


ORG EN was of a quick and ſharp Wit; pa- Ev: 
tient of Labour; a great Traveller in the Fongues; I by 
of a ſpare Diet; of a ſtrict Life; a great Faſter. 
His Teaching and his Living were both one; his Ju 
Going was much barefoot; a ſtrict Obſerver of IC! 
that Saying of the Loxp, Have but one Coat, &c. Ca 
The Copies of his Books he uſed to ſell for his Ile 
Living. He was fo zealous in, the Cauſe of I 

Chriſt, that he, nothing "fearing his own Peril, . 
would aſſiſt and exhort the Martyrs going to their 

| Death, 
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Death, and kiſs them; inſomuch that he was oft in 
Jeopardy to be ſtoned of the Multitude; and many 
Times he was compelled to ſhift Houſes, for ach 
as laid wait for him in all Places, But great was 
the Providence of Gop to preſerve him in the 
Midſt of all this Tempeſt of Severus. Among 
others which reſorted unto him, and were his 
Hearers, Plutarch was one, who died a Martyr ; 
and with him Sererzs his Brother, who was burn- 
cd. The third was Heraclides, the fourth Heron, 
who were both beheaded, "The fiſth was another 
Serenus, beheaded alſo. Rhais, and Potamiena, 
tormented with Pitch poured upon her, with her 
Mother, Marcella, died in the Fire. This Pota- 
ena was of a freſh and flouriſhing Beauty, who, 
becauſe ſhe could not be removed from her Pro- 
{ſion, was committed to Ba/ilifes, one of the 
Captains there in the Army, to ſee the Execution 
done. Bafilides receiving her at the Judge's Hand, 
and leading her to the Place, ſhewed her ſome 
Compafſion in _— the Railings of the Ad- 
verfaries : For which Petamiena, to requite his 
Kindneſs, bad him be of good Comfort, ſaying, 
That ſhe would pray the LORD to ſhew Mercy ujon 
im; and ſo went to her Martyrdom. __ 
Nor long after Ba/ilides was required to give an - 
Oath in a COS concerning his Fellow Soldiers, 
which he denied to do ; plainly affirming, that he 
was a Chriſtian : For their Oath was wont to be 
by. the Idols and the Emperor. When he con- 
lantly confirmed the ſame, he was had before the 
Judge, and fo by him committed to Ward. "The 
Chriſtians marvelling thereat, inquired of him the 
Cauſe of that his ſudden Cees n To whom 
he anſwered, That Potamiena had prayed for him 
h the LorD ; adding moreover, It ſhould not be 
ang but he ſhould be recerued. n as Cog 
- | 2113 3 AzouT- | 
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Abou the fame Time, died Jrenæus, martyred, 
with a great Multitude of, others, about the fourth 
or ith Year off8-verus. This Trenous, as he was 


a great Writer, fo was he gre: ty commended of 


Tertullian for lis Learning. He was firſt a Scholar 
of Polycard; from thence came to France, and 
there by Phetinis, and the reſt of the Martyrs, 
was inſtituted into the Miniſtry. At length, after 
the Martyrdom of Phetinus, he was appointed 
Biſhop of Lions; where he continued about three 
and twenty Years. In the Time of Jrenæus, the 
Church was much troubled, not only by outward 
Perſecution, but alſo by divers Sects and Errors, 
againſt which he diligently laboured. He ever 
loved Peace, and fought to make Agreement, when 
any Controverly roſe in the Church. And there- 
fore, when the Queſtion of keeping Eafter Day 
was renewed between Vicher Biſhop of Nome, and 
the Churches of Ha; and when Victor would have 
excommunicated: them as Schiſmaticks, for difa- 
Yeeing from him therein: Irenæus, with other 

rethren of the French Church, convened them- 
felves together in a Common Council, and direct- 
ing their Letter, ſubſcribed with their common 
Conſent, ſent unto Victor, intreating him to ſtay 
his Purpoſe. And afterwards, he wrote divers 
other Letters concerning the fame Contention ; 
declaring the Excommunication of Victor to be ot 
no Force. | | 


AFTER the Death of Al:zxander the Emperor, 
who, with his Mother Mammer, was murdered in 
Germany, followed Maximinus, choſen by the 
Will of the Soldiers, rather than by the Ainhority 
of the Senate, about the Year of our LoRp, Two 
Hundred Thirty-ſeven ; who raiſed the Sixth Per- 
ſecution againſt the Chriſtians ; eſpecially againſt 
the Teachers and Leaders of the Church; think- 
ing thereby the ſoonet to vanquiſh the reſt, if the 

| Captain 


W a ac eas a a Occ .i.c@ocqao s 


> © © fon vu 


TY 43 
my ws 


— 


Chriſtian MARTYRS. 265 


Captains of them were removed. In the Time of 
this Perſecution Origen, wrote his Book, De Mar- 
tyrio : which Book if it were extant, would give 
us ſome Knowledge, of ſuch as ſuffer d in this 
Perſecution, who now lie in Silence unknown : 
and no Doubt but they were a great Number, and 
more ſhould have been, had not the provident 
Mercy of Gon, ſhortned his Days; for he reigned 
but three Years. After him ſucceeded Gordiar, 
in the Year of our Loxd Two Hundred and 
Forty; a Man, no lefs ſtudious for the Good of 
the — than mild and gentle to the 
Chriſtians. | 


DECIUS invaded the Crown about the Year 
of our Loxd Two Hundred and Fifty; by whom 
was moved the Seventh, and that a terrible Perſe- 


cution againſt the Chriſtians. 


ORIGEN continued about the 2 
two Years, unto the Time of this Decius. He ſu- 
ſtained divers, and great Perſecutions for the Doc- 
trine of Chriſt; as Bands, and Torments in his 


| ay 4 and Rackings with Bars of Iron. All this 
he ſuffi 


ered unmoved: but after ſundry Torments, 
at. length he was brought to an Altar, where a 
Woman was appointed to be, and there this Choice 
was offered unto him, M hether he would ſacrifice 
to the Idoli, or have his Body polluted. Then the 
Judges putting Incenſe in his Hand, cauſed him 
to ſet it to the Fire upon the Altar; for which he 
was excommunicated. 'W hereupon, being driven 
away with Shame and Sorrow out of Alexandria, he 
went into Zudea, where, being in Feru/alem among 
the Congregation, and there requeſted of the Prieſts 
and Miniſters to make ſome Exhortation in the 
Church, he refuſed a great while ſo to do. At 
length, being conſtrained by importunate Petition, 
he roſe ups and turning the Book, as though he 
Vor. II. Y 


would 
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would have expounded ſome Place of the Scripture, 
he only read this Verſe of the fiftietl. Pſalm: But 
Gop ſaid to the Sinner, why deft thou preach my 
Law, and take my Covenant in thy Mouth? Sc. 
Which Verſe being read, he ſhut the Book, and 
ſat down weeping and wailing; the whole Con- 

rezation alſo weeping and lamenting with him. 
f. ied and was buried at Tyre, under the Empe- 
ror Gallus, about the Year of our Lord Two Hun- 
dred and Fifty-Five; and the Seventieth Year of 
his Age, in great Myſery and Poverty. | 


THIS Perſecution (ſaith Diony/ius of Alexan- 
aria) began, not with the Proclamation ſet forth by 
the Emperor, but a whole Year before, by the Means 
of a Saath-ſayer. He, coming to aur City, flirred 
up the Multitude of the Heathen, and incited them 
to maintain their old Superſtition ; declaring all Piety 
and Religion to conſiſt only in idelatrous Wirſhip of 
Devils, and in our Defiruttion. At firſt flying upon 
a certain Pri of ours, named Metra, they appre- 
hended him, and brought him forth to make him ſpeak 
after their wicked Blaſphemy ; which, when he would 
not do, they laid upon him with Staves and Clubs, 
and with ſharp Reeds pricked his Face and Eyes, 
and afterward bringing him out into the Suburbs, 
they flaned him to Death. Then they took a * ul 
Il man, called Quinta, and brought her to the Tem- 
fle of their Idols, to compell ber to worſhip 3 which 

when ſhe refuſed to do, they bound her Feet, and 

| drew her through the whale Street of the City upon 
the Stones, and then /courging her, brought her to the 
fame Place of the Suburbs, as they did the ather be- 
fore, where ſhe likewiſe ended her Life. This done, 
with a Multitude running together, they burſt ints 
the Houſes of the Chriſtians,” ſpoiling, jacking, and 
carrying away all they cauld find of any Price. Such 
Things us were 4 76 Value they brought into the 
open Ylarket, aud ſet them on Fire. In the . 
me 
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Time the Brethren withdrew themiſelves, taking joy- 
fully the Speiling of their Goods : Neither do I know 
any of them, tobe, revolting from his Profeſſion, de- 
ried the LoRD, to this preſent” Day. 


AMONGST the reſt that were taken, there 
was a certain Virgin, well flricken in Years, named 
Apollonia, whom they brought forth, and daſhing all 
her Teeth out of her Jau, made a great Fire he- 
fore the City, threatening to caſt her into the ſame, 
unleſs ſhe world blaſpheme with them, and deny 
Chrift: JVhereat fhe ſtuving @ little, as one that 
would take a Pauſe, ſudueuly lraped into the Midft of 
the Fire, and was burned. | 


THERE was alſo one Serapion, whom they 
teok in his won Houſe; and after they had afſailed 
him with ſundry Kinds of Torments, and had breken 
almoft all the Toints of his Body, they caft him down 
* an upper Loft, and fo compleated his Martyr- 

om. Thus was there no Way, neither private nar 
prblick, ow for us, neither by ner by Night, to 
eſcape ; all the People making an Outery againft us, 
that unleſs we uttered Bla en we ſhould be burn- 
el. And this outrageous Tumult indured till the mi- 


ferable Wretches fell at Diſſentian ameng themſelves, 


which turned the Cruetty they exerciſed againſt ut, 
pon their wn Heads, © An Jo” tue bad à little 
Breathing Time, while the Fun of the Heathens 
aſſwaged. 2 


SHORTLY after follmwed the Eu of the 
Emperor. Upon which ſuch Fear came over us all, 
that many there were, eſpecially of the richer Sort, 
of whom ſome for Fear came running, fome were 
drawn by their Neighbours, te thoſe idolatraes Sacri- 
feet. Some again came beldly to the Altars, declaring 
themſelves ' never th have been of that Profeſſion. 
Of the Reſidue, ſome 1g conſlant to Bands _ 

| 2 or- 
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Torments. Others, after lang Impriſonments, renoun- 
ced their Faith. Same, when they had ſuffered Tor- 
ments, afterwards revolted. But others, being valiant 
Pillars of the Loxp, were made faithful Martyrs 
of the Kingdom of Go. 


OF whom the fit was Julianus, a Man diſcaſed 
with the Gout, and not able to go, being carried b 
two Men ; of whem the one quickly denied the Faith. 
But Cronion, furnamed Eunus, with Julianus, 
confeſſing the LoRD, were laid upon Camels, and 
there ſcourged, at length caſt into the Fire and con- 


ſumed. 


AS theſe were going to their Martyrdom, there 
was a certain Soldier, who took Part againſt theſe 
that railed upon them. For which the People crying 
out againſt him, he alſo was apprehended, and being 
conſtant in his Profeſhon, was forthwith beheaded. 


LIKEWISE one Macar, being admoniſbed 


of the Fudge to deny his Faith, and not agreeing to 
s Perſuaſions, was burned alive. 


AFTER theſe ſuffered Epimachus, and one 


Alexander, whe, being long detained in Priſon, af 


ter innumerable Pains and Torments with Razors 
and Scourges, were caſt into the Fire, with faur 
Nomen. 


ALS$O Ammonarion, an holy Virgin, whom 
the Fudge had long and bitterly tormented, ſuffered 
Martyrdam with two other Women ; one of whom 
was an aged Matron, named Mercuria ; the ether 


was called Dionyſia, being a Mother of many fair 
Children, whom yet nottuithſtanding ſhe loved not a- 


bove the LoxD. Theſe, after they could not be ober- 
come by any Torments, at length were ſlain with the 
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Heron, Ater and Iſidorus, and with them Di- 
oſcorus, a Child of 15 Years old, were crawned with 
the ſame Crawn of Martyrdom. And ſinſt the Fudge 
began with the Child, thinking him more eaſy to be 
won with Words to intice him, than with Torments 
to conftrain him. But he per/ifted immoveable, giving 
neither Place to Perſuaſtans nor Puniſhment. The 
Reſt, after he had grievouſly tormented them, being 
conſtant in their Profeſſion, he committed to the Fire. 
The Judge, greatly marvelling at Dioſcorus, for his 
wiſe Anſwers and grave Conſtancy, diſmiſſed him, 
ſpæring (as he ſaid) his Age to a longer Reſpate : 
IY hich Dioſcorus ts with us at this preſent, waiting 
fer a longer Trial. | * 


NRMESsTON was fir/t accuſed for a Companion of 
Thieves ; but being purged thereof before the Centu- 
rion, he was then accuſed of Chriſtianity ; and for 
that Cauſe, being in Bonds, was brought to the Preſi- 
dent; u be, tormenting and ſcourging him double to 
all. «ther Thieves and Felons, at length, among the 
Thieves, burned him to Death, making him a bleſſed. 
Martyr. 


IscniR10ON, one that was in Service with a cer- 
tain Nobleman, was commanded by his Maſter to ſa- 
fe; tobe, for not cheying, was rebuked ; and after 
perſiſting in the ſame, grievouſiy threatned with 
Words. At laft his Mafter, when he could nat pre- 
vail againſt him, taking a Pike, ran him through the | 
Bedy and flew him. van d | | 


HAT ſhall 1 fpeak of the Multitnde.of then, - 
who, wandring in Deſarts and Mountains," were 
conſumed” with Hunger, Thirſt, \ Cold, _ Sickneſs, 
Thieves, or wild: Beaſis; of . whoſe bleſſed Vittory 
they which be alive are yet Witneſſes? Int the Num- 
ber of whom was Cheremon, Biſhop of ibe G 
called Nilus, an aged Man. He, with his Wife, 
2 fixing 
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= fixing to the Mountains of Arabia, never returned, 


ner ever could be ſeen after. And though they were 
diligently fought for by their Brethren, yet neither 


they nar their Bodies were found. Many others there 


were, who, flying to theſe Mountains of Arabia, were 
taken Y, the barbarous Arabians; of whom, ſome with 
muech {Money could ſearce be ranſemed ; and ſome were 
never beard of to this preſent Day. 


DIONYSIUS in another Place writes thus. 
Before this Perſecution Decius did rage againſt 
105 Sabinus fert a Farmer te ſeek me, at what Time 
I, remaining at Home, waited three Days for his 
Coming. But be, ſearching narrowly for me by all 
FFays, Fields, i ecds, and Corners, where he thought 
I might have hid myſelf, or have paſſed by, never 
came to my Houſe, thinking nothing leſs, than that 1 
swould abide at Home in jo dangerous a Perſecution. 
Theſe three Days being paſt, upon the fourth Day, 
the Lord Gop / wilkng and commanding me to 
fy, and alſo. marvellouſly opening te me the Way, 
{ with my Children, and many other Brethren, went 
out together. | 


ST. Jerome recites a Story of a certain Soldier, 
whom, when the Pretor could not with Torments 
remove from his Chriſtianity, he deviſed another 
Way. He commanded the Soldier to be laid upon 
a ſoft Bed in a pleaſant Garden, among flouriſhing 
Lilies and Roſes 5 which done, all others being 
removed away, a beautiful Harlot came to him, 
who embraced. him, and uſed all other Incite- 
ments to provoke him to fin, But the Soldier, 
fearing God, bit off his own Tongue, and ſpit it 
in the Face of the Harlot, as ſhe was kiſhng him, 
and fo got the Victory. 


: Me an, Time, ſome for Dread, ſome of their 


own Accord, others after great Torments, revolted 


from 


eK. „tr 


>. 
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ſrom their Profeſſion. Saint jan, with great 
Sorrow, teſtifieth that a great Number, at the firſt 
Threatning of the Adverſary, neither being com- 

elled, nor thrown down with any Violence of the 
nan Ly but of their volun Weakneſs, fell 
down themſelves. Neither (fays he) tarrying, while 
the Judge ſhould put Incenſe into their Hands, but 
before any Stroke ſtricken in the Field, turned their 
Backs; not only coming to their Sacrifices, but 
preventing the ſame, and pretending to come with- 
out Compulſion; bringing moreover their Infants 
and Children, either put into- their Hands, or tak- 
ing them with them of their own Accord, and ex- 
horting others to do the like after their Example. 


Auoss r others of this Sort, St. Cyprian alſo 
maketh Mention of one Euariſlus, a Biſhop in 
Africa, who, leaving his Charge, and making 
Shipwrack of his Faith, went wandring about 
in other Countries. But although ſome did re- 
lent, yet a very great Number there was, whom 
neither Fear could remove, nor Pain could over- 
throw, to cauſe them to betray their Confeſſion, 
but they ſtood like glorious Martyrs unto the 
End. | 

GALLUS ſucceeded Decius, about the Year 
of our Lox D TWO Hundred and Fiſty-Five. 


Tuts Gallas, altho' the Beginnin of his Reign 
was quiet; yet ſhortly after ſet forth EdiQs for the 
Perſecution of Chriſtans. Unto this Time I refer 


the Baniſhment of Cyprian, who was then Biſhop - 


of Carthage; of the which Baniſhment he himſelf 
teſtifieth in divers of his Epiſtles.” 


1011 114] 397 971 | 
Ax rx the f of Gallus, and his Son Volu- 


franus being expired (who reigned but two Years, ) 
Euulianum, Who ſlew them, ſucceeded 9 
7 ace, 
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Place, and reigned but three Months, and was 


alſo ſlain. Next to him Valerian, and his Son 
Galienus, were advanced to the Empire. 


TRE Perſecution which under Decius, 
and lacked in the Time of Gallus, was now ex- 
tinguiſhed for a Time; partly for a great Plague 
reigning in all Places; partly by the Change of the 


Emperors, 


VALE R TAN moved the Eighth Perſecution 
againſt the Chriſtians, about the Year of our 
Lorp 259. Concerning which St. Cyprian faith : 
We Po" 8 eſs, that this Calamity, rt fett chiefly of 
our cwn M ictedneſi, while we walk Ks in the I 
of the Loxp. The Lon p obſerved the Vill of bis Fa- 
ther in all Points; but we obſerve not the Will of the 
Lokp. All eur Mind and Study is ſet upon Lucre and 
Pf tans. Me are given ta Pride, full of Emulation 

Hention, void 0 0 and faithful Deal- 
= renouncing this Morld in Ward anh only, but not in 
Deed; every Man pleafing himſelf, _ diſpleaſing 
bes And therefore are we thus ſcourged, and that 
worthrly. For what Stripes and Scourges do wwe not 
deſerve, when the Confeſſors themſelves, ſuch as 
ought to be an Example to the reſt, hee 2 no Diſci- 
pw ? We fuffer theſe Things for our Sins, as we 

td earned by the Lok ſaying; If they 
al forſake my Law, and will not walk in my 
Judgments; I will viſit their Iniquities with the 
Rod, and their Tranſgreſſions with hes 
Theſe Rods and Scourges we feel; who neither pleaſe 
2 in our * Deeds, ner repent of our 2. 
eeds, 


CY PRIAN 92 an African, and born in 
Carthage, was firſt an Idolater and Gentile, alto- 
gether given to the Study and Practice of the Ma- 
His Converhon unto the —_ 

ai 


gical Arts 
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Faith was through the Means of Cecilius, a Prieſt, 
whoſe Name after he bare; and through the Oc- 
caſion of hearing the Hiſtory of the Prophet Jenas. 
Immediately upon his Converſion he diftributed all 
his Subſtance among the Poor. And after that be- 
ing ordained a Prieſt, was not long after conſtitut- 
ed a Biſhop of the Congregation of Carthage. 


He was courteous and gentle, loving and full 
of Patience, and yet ſharp and ſevere, accordin 
as the Cauſe required. Furthermore, he was moi 
loving and kind toward his Brethren, and took 
much Pains in helping and relieving the Martyrs. 


Hz was full of godly Courage in executing his 
Office. Neither was he void of Prudence and 
Circumſpection; but was adorned with marvellous 
Modeſty, whereby he attempted nothing upon his 
own Judgment, but with the Conſent of his fellow 
Biſhops and other inferior Miniſters. He was of 
2 wonderfull liberal Diſpoſition towards the poor 
Brethren of other Countries. For ſo often as he had 
Cauſe of Abſence, he committed the Care of thoſe 
poor Men to his fellow Officers, and wrote to 
them, That of their own Goods, they ſhould help 
their baniſhed Brethren to that which was neceſ- 
ſary for them. | 


| He took no lefs Care, as well of his own 
Church, as of other Biſhop's, being abſent, than 
he did being preſent. He returned out of Exile in 


— —U— qe ³⁰ mA . . ,, 


the Reign of Valerian, but he was the ſecond T une 


baniſhed by Paternus, the Proconſul of Africa, into 
the City of *Thurbin. When Paternus was dead, 
Galienus Maximus ſucceeded, who, — Cypri- 
an in a Garden, cauſed him to be apprehended, 
and to be brought before the Idols to offer Sacri- 
fice. Which when he would not do, the Procon- 


ſul, breaking forth into theſe Words, ſaid, Long 


"Y 


hajt 
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ba thou lived in @ ſacrilegious Mind, and haft ga- 
thered together Men of a wicked Conſpiracy, and 
haft ſhewed thy felf an Enemy to» the Gods of the 
Romans, grd te their holy Laws: neither could the 
facred Emprrers Valerian and Galienus reve thee 
to their Ceremonies. At length, being condemned 
to have his Head cut off; he patiently and wil- 
lingly ſubmitted to the Stroke, in the Yer of our 
Loxp Two Hundred and Fifty-Nine. 


ABovuT this Time fſuffered/alſo Siatus, Biſhop 
of Rome, who, being accuſed of his Adverſaries to 


be a Chriſtian, was brought with his ſix Deacons 


to the Place of Execution; where he with his Dea- 
cons ſuffered Matyrdom. ' Lawrence, being alſo a 
Deacon, followed after : and when he ſaw his vi- 
tant Shepherd led, as an harmlefs Lamb, to his 
th, he cryed out, O dear Father, Whither 3 - 

eſt thou without the Company of thy Son? Whi- 
ther haſteneſt thou, O reverend Prieſt, without 
thy Deacon? Never waſt thou wont to offer Sacri- 
hce without thy Miniſter.“ Sixtus anſwer'd: «I 
forfake thee not, O my Son; a ſharper Conflict 
remaineth for thee. O, I am a weak old Man, 
therefore I run the Race of a lightcr and eaſter 
Death: But thou art luſty and young, and ſhalt 
more glorioully triumph over this Tyrant. Ceaſe 
to weep : Three Days hence thou ſhalt follow 
me. RRR | | 


TEE nt, underſtanding that St. Laurence 
was not only a Minifter of the Sacraments, but alſo 
a Diſtributer of the Church Riches, promiſed to 
himſelf a double Prey; and demanded, where Lau- 
rence had beſtowed the Subſtance of the Church? 
Who, craving three Days Reſpite, promiſed to 
declare where the Treaſure might be had. In the 
mean Time, he had cauſed a Number of 
poor Chriſtians to be congregated. So * 
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Day of his Anſwer was come, the Perſecutor ſtrict- 
ly charged him to ſtand to his Promiſe. "Then 
Laurence, ſtretching out his Arms over the Poor, 
ſaid; „ Theſe are the precious Treaſures of the 
Church. "Theſe are the Treaſures indeed, in whom 
the Faith of Chriſt reigneth.” On this the Judge 
commanded a large grated Bed of Iron to be 
brought, and laid upon the Fire. Aſter many 
Tortures the Martyr was laid thereon, and roaſted 
to Death, praiſing Gop to the laſt, 


DIONYSIUS, making mention of them, 
which were afflicted in this Perſecution, faith; It 
were ſuperfluous to recite the Names of our Bre- 
thren ſlain in this Perſecution. There were Men, 
Women, young Men, Maidens, old Wives, Soldiers, 
and of all Sorts and Ages of Men. Of whom ſome 
with Scourgings and Fire, ſome with Sword ob- 
tained Victory, and got the Crown. Some conti- 
nued a great Time, and yet have been | 
In which Number am I reſerved hitherto, to ſome 
other Time, known unto the Lox D. | Fauſtinus 
and Aquila, wander abroad in Egypt. Of the Dea» 
cons, beſides them, whom Sickneſs hath conſum- 
ed, Fauſtus, Eufebius and Cheremon are yet alive. 
Euſebius Gop hath raiſed and ſtirred up to miniſ- 
ter to the Confeſſors lying in Bonds, and to bury 
the Bodies of the bleſſed Martyrs, not without 
great Peril. Neither doth the Preſident ceaſe to 
this Day, cruelly murthering ſuch as are brought 
before him, tearing ſome with T'orments ; impri- 
ſoning others, and commanding that no Man ſhould 
come to them; yet notwithſtaning Gon doth com- 
fort the Afflicted.“ N 2 | 


DIONYSIUS himſelf, ſurviving all | theſe 
Troubles and Perſecutions, by the Providence of 
(0D, continued after the Death of Valerian, 


the 
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the twelfth Year of the Reign of Galienus, which 
was about the Year of our Lorp, Two Hundred 


and Sixty-Eight; is ſo departed in Peace in great 
Age. 


From the Time of Yalerian, the Church of 
Chriſt was in Quietneſs till the Death of Quinti- 
lian. After whom Aurelian poſſeſſed the Crown. 
His Beginning was not unfruitful to the Common- 
wealth; neither was he any great Diſturber of the 
Chriſtians, whom he did not only tolerate in their 
Religion, but alſo their Councils; and they being 
at the ſame Time aſſembled at Autioch, he ſeemed 
not to be againſt them. Notwithſtanding in Con- 
tinuance of Time, through the Inſtigation of cer- 
tain about him, his Nature, inclinable to Severity, 
was altered to a plain T'yranny;z which Tyranny 
he ſhewed firſt with the th of his own Siſter's 
Son. After that he proceeded to move Perſecution 
againſt the Chriſtians: And this was the Ninth 
Perſecution. But not long after, in the fifth or 
fixth Year of his Reign, and in the Year of our 
Lorp Two Hundred and Seventy-Eight, he was 


Na; 


AFTER this the Church was in Quiet and Tran- 
. untill the nineteenth Year of Droclefian : 

that, counting the Time from the latter End of 
Valerian, the Peace of the Church continued above 
forty- four Years. 5 


Bur as the Nature of all Men commonly ſeek- 
eth Proſperity, and yet can never well uſe it; ſo 
here it happened with theſe Men; who, through 
this Liberty and Proſperity, began to degenerate 
into Idleneſs and Delicacy, and one to work Spite 
againſt another; contending amongſt themſelves 
tor every Occaſion; Biſhops moving Hatred and 
Sedition againſt Biſhops, and People againſt 1 uf 
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ple; beſides curſed Hypocriſy and Diſſimulation 


increaſing more and more. By Reaſon whereof 


the Judgment of Gop „by little and little, 
to viſit; falling firſt upon the Brethren which were 
abroad in War. But that touched not the others, 


neither did they ſeek to appeaſe Gop's Wrath, 


but heaped Iniquities more and more one upon an- 
other. And they which were Paſtors, refuſing the 
Rule of Piety, were inflamed with mutual 

tentions. And thus, whilſt they were given only 
to Threatnings, Emulations, mutual Hatred and 
Diſcord, every Man ſeeking his own Ambition, 
and perſecuting another, the Loxp took away the 
Beauty of the Daughter of Sion, and the Glory of 
ljrael fell from Heaven; neither did He remem- 
= the Footſtool of his Feet in the Day of his 

'rath. 


By Reafon hereof (the Wrath of Gop being 
kindled) enſued the Tenth Perſecution againſt the 
Chriftians. This was fo grievous, that never was 
any Perſecution before comparable to it, as laſting 
the Space of ten Years together. This Perſecu- 
tion, although it paſſed through the Hands of di- 
vers Tyrants, yet it principally beareth the Name 
of Diocleſian. fe about the nineteenth Year 
of his Reign; who, in the Month of March, when 
the Feaſt of Laſler was nigh at Hand, commanded 
all the Churches of the Chriſtians to be ſpoiled and 
caſt to the Earth, and the Books of Holy Scripture 
to be burned. 11 


Nxxr, Edicts were given forth for the diſpla- 
cing of ſuch as were Magiſtrates, and that with 
great Ignominy, imprifoning ſuch as were of the 
common Sort, if they would not abjure Chriſti- 
anity. 


Vor. II. 2 | Nor 
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Nor long after new Edicts were ſent forth, for 
caſting the Elders and Biſhops into Priſon, and 
conſtraining them, with fundry Kinds of Puniſh- 


ments, to ofter unto their Idols. By Reaſon where-. 


of enſued a great Perſecution againſt the Gover- 
nors of the Church; among whom many ſtood 
manf y, paſſing thro' bitter Torments, neither 
were overcome therewith, being tormented and 
examined divers of them diverſly. Some were 
ſcourged, all over their Bodies, with Whips and 
Scourges ; ſome tortured with Racks; ſome one 
Way and ſome another put to Death. Some again 
were violently drawn to the Sacrifice, and, as 
though they had ſacrificed, when indeed they did 
not, were let go. Some they caſt down upon the 
Pavement, and trailing them a great Space by the 
Legs, made the People believe, that they had ſa- 
crihced. Others there were, which ſtoutly with- 
itood them, affirming with a loud Voice, that 
they had done no Sacrifice. Of whom fome faid 
they were Chriſtians, and gloried in. the Name. 


Some cried, that neither they had nor would ever 
be Partakers of that Idolatry; and thoſe, being 


buffeted by the Soldiers, were made to hold their 
Peace, and fo thruſt out with Violence. All this 
did nothing prevail againſt the holy and conſtant 
Servants of Chriſt. Notwithſtanding; of the weak 
Sort, innumerable there were, who for Fear and 


; Infirmity, fell. 


AFTER this, the Rage of the Emperars being 
Jet looſe,” proceeded more and more, making Ha- 
vock of Gop's People throughout all the World. 
Diccleſian (vwho had purpoſed with himſelf to ſub- 
vert the whole Chriſtian Religion) executed his 
Tvranny in the Eaſt, and Aaximian in the Welt. 


But Dioclefitn began ſubtilly; for he put the Mat- 


ter firſt in Practice in his own Camp; among 
whom the Marſhal of the Field put the Chriſtian 
LEY 1 21 Soldiers 
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Soldiers to this Choice, Whether they would obey 
the Emperor's Commandment, by Sacrificing, and 
ſo keep their Offices; or elſe lay down their Ar- 
mour and Weapons. Whereunto the Chriſtian 
Men . anſwered, That they were not only. ready to lay 
down their Armour and Il capont, but alſo k ſuffer 
Death, rather than they would obey the wicked Com- 
mands of the Emperor. 


Ir can hardly be expreſſed what Blood was ſhed 
throughout all Cities and Regions, for the Name 
of Chriſt. Euſebius ſaith, that he himſelf knew 
the worthy Martyrs that were in Pale/tine. But 


in Tyre certain Chriſtians, being given to the wild 


Beaſts, were preſerved without Hurt, to the great: 
Admiration of the Beholders,. and thoſe Lions, 
Bears, and Leopards (kept hungry for that Pur- 
poſe) had no Deſire to devour them; which not- 
withſtanding raged moſt vehemently againſt thoſe, 
by whom they were brought to the Stage; who 
ſtanding, as they thought, without Danger of 
them, were deyoured. The Chriſtian Martyrs, 
becauſe they could not be hurt by the Beaſts, be- 
ing ſlain with the Sword, were afterward thrown 
into the Sea. At that Time was martyred the 
Biſhop of Sidon. Sylvdanus, the Biſhop of Gaza, 
with thirty-nine others, were flain in the Metal- 
Mines of Phenicia. And Pamphilus,' the Elder of 
Ceſarea, being the Glory of that Congregation 
died a moit worthy Martyr, 


Iv the Beginning, when the Emperor by his 
Subtilty rather dallied, than ſhewed his Rigour, he 
threatned them with Bonds and Impriſonment; but 
within a while, when he began in good Earneſt; 
— deviſed innumerable ary orments; © x 

hipping, and Scourgin ings, horrible 
uns et Sword, F 2 Ship-Boats, wherein 
a great Number being put, were ſunk in the W 
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of the Sea. Alſo hanging them upon Croſſes; 
binding them to the Bodies of dead Trees, with 
their Heads downward; hanging them by the 
Middles upon Gallows, *till they Tied for Hunger; 
throwing them alive to wild Beaſts ; pricking and 
goring them with Bodkins and Talons of Beaſts, 
till they were almoſt dead; lifting them up on 
high, with their Heads downward, even as they 
aid in Thebais to the Women, who, being ſtrip- 
ped naked, they tied on high by one Foot, and 
fo let them hang down with their Bodies; with 
other inhumane Sorts of Puniſhments; ſuch as 
the binding of them to Trees; the tearing aſun- 
der of their Members and Joints, by tying them 
to the Boughs and Arms of Trees; the mangling 
of them with Axes; the choaking of them with 
Smoak by ſinall and ſoft Fires; the diſmembring 
of their Hands, Ears, and Feet, with other Joiats. 
The holy Martyrs of Alexandria ſuſfered the ſcorch- 
ing and broiling of their Members with Coals; not 
unto Death, but every Day renewed. - With ſuch 
Kind of Torments the Martyrs at Antioch were af- 
ficted. In Pontus they ſuffered other horrible 
Puniſhments. Some had their Fingers Ends, un- 
der the Nails, thruſt in with ſharp Bodkins. Some 
all beſprinkled with boiling Lead, had their moſt 
neceſſary Members cut off. Others ſuffer'd into- 
terable Torments and Pains in their Bowels and 
privy Members, 


How great the Outrage of the Perſecution in A. 
lexandria was, and with how many Kinds of new 
deviſed Puniſhments the Martyrs were afflicted, 
Phileas, Biſhop of the Thumitans, hath deſcrib'd. 

Every Man (faith he) tormented the holy Mar- 
tyrs bay f lifted ; ſome beat them with Cudgels, ſome 
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with Rods, ſome with Whips, ſome with Thongs, 
and ſome with Cords; and this Example of beat- 
ing was fundriwife executed, and with much 4 
1 5 
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elty. For ſome of them, having their Hands bound 
behind their Backs, were lifted up upon Timber- 
s and with certain Inſtruments their Members 
and Joints were ſtretched forth, whereupon their 
whole Bodies hanging were ſubje to the Will of 
the Tormentors, who were commanded to afflict 
them with all Manner of Torments; and not on 
their Sides only, but upon their Bellics,, "Thighs 
and Legs, they ſcratched them with the Talons 
and Claws of wild Beaſts. Others were ſeen to 
hang by one Hand upon the Engine, whereby th 
might feel the more grievous pulling out of the x 
of their Joints and Members. Others were bound 
unto Pillars with their Faces turned to the Wall, 
having no Stay under their Feet, and very violent- 
ly weighed down with the Poiſe of their Bodies; 
that by Reaſon of their ſtrict binding, they bein 
drawn out, might be more —— tormented. 
And this they ſuffered, not only during the Time 
of their Examination, and while the Sheriff had 
to do with them, but alſo the whole Day long. 
And whilſt. the Judge went. thus from one to an- 
other, he appointed Officers to attend upon thoſe 


he left, that they might not be let down. Another 


Torment our Adverſaries deviſed to augment their 
former Plagues. After had moſt lamentably 
beaten them, they invented, a new Kind of Rack, 
wherein they lying upright were ſtretched by both 


the Feet, with ſharp Shells ſtrewed under them. 


Others were caſt down upon the Pavement, where 
they were oppreſſed ſa grievouſſy with Torments, 
Rr ht what Afflicti ions they 


Tus they, lying in Pains and Torments, 
ſome died therewith; not a little confounding their 
Enemies. Some half dead were thruſt into Priſon, 
where, ſhortly after by Pains and Wounds, they 


ended their Life. Some again, being cured of 


their 
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their Wounds by their Endurance in Priſon, were 
the more confirmed; who being put to the Choice, 
Whether they would come to their Sacrifice, and 
enjoy their Liberty, or clſe ſuſtain the Sentence of 
Death, did willingly and without Delay abide the 
Extremity.” | 


Bor, notwithſtanding, the Martyrs were ncith- 
er diſmayed nor overcome by their I orments, but 
joyfully ſuſtained whatſoever was put unto them. 
Euſebius faith, that he himſelf beheld the huge 
Perſecution. in Thebars; inſomuch that the very 
Swords of the Hangmen, being blunt with the 


Slaughter, they themſelves for Wearinels fat down 


to reſt, and others were fain to take their Places. 


And yet the murthered Chriſtians ſhewed their 


marvellous Readineſs, and divine Fortitude ; with 
Joy receiving the Sentence of Death, and, everr 


unto the laſt Gaſp, ſung Hymns and Pſalms to 


Go D. 


Ir was not yet one Tear from the Day, in 


which Diocięſian and Maximian, joyning together, 

their Perſecution, when they ſaw the Num- 
ber of Chriſtians rather increaſe than diminiſh; 
notwithſtanding all the Cruelty they could ſhew. 
And now they were out of ail Hope of rooting 
them out: Which was the Cauſe of the firſt En- 
terprize; and having their Fill of Blood, they 
ceaſed of their own Accord, to put any more 
Chriſtians to Death. But yet they thruſt out the 
right Eyes, and maimed the left Legs of many, 
and afterwards, condemned them to the Mines. 
And this was the Clemency of thoſe Princes, who 
ſaid, That it was not meet, that the Cities ſhould 
any longer be defiled with the Blood of Citizens, to 


make the Emperors ſtained with the Name of Cru» 


elty. Thus they ſhewed Princely Beneficence to 
all Men. | — 
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Bur not long after, the Perſecution was re- 
newed by Maxentius, till the Citizens and Senators 
of Rome, being much grieved and oppreſſed, ſent 
their Complaints with Letters unto Con/tantine, 
deſiring him to releaſe their Country and City. 
Who underſtanding their miſerable State, firſt 
ſent Letters to Maxentius, exhorting him to re- 
ſtrain his Cruelty. But, when no Letters availed, 
he gathered together his Army in Britain and 
France, and entered [taly, the Year Three Hun- 
dred and Eighteen. Maxentius, eee, of 
the coming of Con/tantine, durit not encounter him 
in the open Field, but laid in Wait for him by the 
Way. With whom Con/tantine had divers Skir- 
miſhes, and by the Power of the Lord did ever put 
them to Flight. One Day as he was drawing 
toward Reme, and caſting up his Eyes to Heaven, 
in the South Part, about the going down of the 
Sun, he ſaw a great Brightneſs in Heaven, ap- 
pearing in the Similitude of a Croſs, with this 
Inſcription in Latin Letters, IV HOC VINCE; 
that is, In this overcome. Euſebius witneſſes that 
be had heard Conftantine himſelf” often report this, 

which he did fee with his own Eyes, and alſo his 
Soldiers about him. | 


Tur next Day Conſtantine cauſed a Croſs to 
be made of Gold and precious Stone,, and to be 
borne before him inſtead of his Standard; againſt 
whom Maxentius, being conſtrained to iſſue out 
of the City, ſendeth all his Power to join with 
him in the Field beyond the River Tyber ; where 
Maventius, craftily breaking down the Bridge 
cauſed another deceitful Bridge to be made of 
Boats, being joined together, and covered over 
with Boards and Planks, in Manner of a Bridge, 
thinking therewith to take Conſtantine, as in a 
Trap. After the Hoſts met, he, being not able to 
ſuſtain the Force of Conſtantine, was put wy ight. 

Ctir- 


9 


284 Ads and Monuments, &c. 


Retiring back, he thought to get to the City; but 
upon the Bridge laid for Conflantine, was overturned 
dy the Fall of his Horſe, into the Bottom of the 


Flood; and there with the Weight of his Armour, 


he, with a great Part of his Men, were drowned. 


By this Victory of Conſtantine, and by the 
Death of Maxentius, no little Tranquillity came 
unto the Church. And here is an End of the 
Perſecutions of the Primitive Church, during the 
Space of Three Hundred Vears, from the Paſſion 
of our Saviour Chrift, *till the Coming of Con- 
ftantine ; under whom the Church had Reſt, after 
long Trouble; and the Malice of Satan was at 
length reſtrained, thro' the great Mercy of Gop 
in Chriſt : To Whom, therefore, be / and 
Praiſe, now and for ever. Amen | 


Bur here ended the Life and Power of Religi- 
on: Chriſtians, from this Time growing more and 
more di ſſolute, and thereby making Way for all the 


Errors and Cocruptions of the Romiſh Church. 
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